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Introduction

The Fiji Women's Rights Movement (FWRM), established in 1986, is a multi-ethnic
and multicultural non-governmental organisation committed to removing all forms of
discrimination against women through institutional reform and attitudinal change.
Being a feminist organisation, FWRM uses feminist analysis in the work we do in

addressing gender inequality.

Forming the basis of this submission, particular regard is made to Fiji’'s commitments
to the United Nations Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
against Women (CEDAW); the Fiji National Gender, Ageing and Retirement Policies;
the Fiji 2013 Constitution as well as other human rights commitments. Endorsing these
international and national priorities indicate that women are also equal partners in
decision-making and implementation rather than just being beneficiaries. It also
recognises the rights of persons with disabilities (PWDs); people with diverse sexual
orientation and gender identities; and the different ways they are affected by existing
policies and laws.

One of four pillars that frame the work that FWRM does center on intergenerational
leadership where FWRM intends to see women in all their life cycle specifically
marginalised girls, young women, older and ageing women taking onus and decision-
making roles to lead positive changes in their communities. Stemming from this core
pillar of work that FWRM does is the recognition of providing a platform where girls
are able to use their voice to project issues that matter to them through abstract dance,
theatre, digital storytelling, art etc. in order to strengthen the engagement of girls in all

their diversities in advocating for positive changes on issues that matter to them.

FWRM welcomes the efforts by the Ministry of Economy to conduct national
consultations and seek input from a wide range of stakeholders, marginalised groups
including the voices from young girls in Fiji. In this process, we hope that the Ministry

is able to take action on the issues raised by girls so that no one is truly left behind.

With these brief statements, the FWRM GIRLS Programme Participants strongly call

on the government and duty bearers to take the following actions:



Collective responses and recommendations from the FWRM GIRLS
Programme Participants

1. The need for qualified professional school counsellors

The issue of bullying is almost prevalent in all schools across the country whether it is
between students within the same school; students from different schools; and/or
between teachers and students. Students experiencing forms of bullying face physical,
emotional and psychological trauma and/or harm while some students have either

sustained serious injuries and/or death from bullying?.

New forms of bullying are also manifesting itself onto various social media platforms
and have had serious physical, emotional and psychological impact on a student’s
overall wellbeing. More students are now exposed and have access to various online
spaces for communicating and socializing with friends and peers. Many young girls
put themselves at risk of being targeted and bullied online by other students within
their school and/or neighboring schools and have no safe space to share their

experiences.

Suicide rates amongst younger students are also concerning as well as drug abuse
and violence within schools and/or neighboring schools?. These issues are hard to
deal with not only for a student but for a teacher who assumes the role of a school
counsellor. Having a qualified school counsellor is important because schools need a
designated staff whose professional capacity is to provide counselling to students and

to be aware of new social issues arise between students.
Recommendations

FWRM GIRLS Programme Participants strongly recommend the government to
allocation funding under the Education budget in the recruitment of professional

counsellors in schools to ensure that there are qualified counsellors who can provide

L “Bullied’ Girl Burns Herself https://fijisun.com.fj/2015/04/01/bullied-girl-burns-herself/ (Fiji Sun 2015)
‘Bullying’ in the spotlight again https://fijisun.com.fj/2018/03/22/bullying-in-the-spotlight-again/ (Fiji Sun
2018)

Ratu Navula student dies after succumbing to head injuries https://www.fijitimes.com/ratu-navula-student-
dies-after-succumbing-to-head-injuries/ (Fiji Times 2019)

2 ‘Suicide case of Year 11 student under probe’ https://fijisun.com.fi/2018/09/04/suicide-case-of-year-11-
student-under-probe/ (Fiji Sun, 2018)



https://fijisun.com.fj/2015/04/01/bullied-girl-burns-herself/
https://fijisun.com.fj/2018/03/22/bullying-in-the-spotlight-again/
https://www.fijitimes.com/ratu-navula-student-dies-after-succumbing-to-head-injuries/
https://www.fijitimes.com/ratu-navula-student-dies-after-succumbing-to-head-injuries/
https://fijisun.com.fj/2018/09/04/suicide-case-of-year-11-student-under-probe/
https://fijisun.com.fj/2018/09/04/suicide-case-of-year-11-student-under-probe/

advice and support to students on growing issues such as suicides amongst
teenagers; domestic violence, mental health issues; drug abuse; teacher-student and
student-student bullying; online-cyber bullying; sexual violence against girls etc. and

respecting a student’s right to confidentiality.

2. Human Papillomavirus vaccinations (HPV) for Class 8 students

According to FWRM'’s research on “Breaking the Barriers: Understanding Cancer
Services, Screening & Treatment Available for Women in Fiji”; since 2013 the Ministry
of Health and Medical Services (MOHMS) has administered the Human
Papillomavirus vaccinations (HPV) to Class 8 female students for cervical cancer
prevention. We will not know for sure if the vaccinations have worked until the cohort
of females that have been vaccinated reach the age where cervical cancer is more

prevalents.
Recommendations

FWRM GIRLS Programme Participants calls for the government to ensure that funding
is allocation under the Education budget for awareness programmes in schools on
reproductive cancers for women; and HPV vaccinations, its impacts and side effects

so that girls, parents, guardians and carers are better informed.

3. Youth-friendly Sexual and Reproduction Health Rights (SRHR) services

Girls face barriers in accessing information on sexual reproductive health and rights
(SRHR) because the services are less receptive to girls. In 2014 the MOHMS adopted
a Reproductive Health Policy in efforts to improve reproductive health programmes
and strengthen health service delivery. The Policy recognises the rights of young
people to have access to youth-friendly services, access to reproductive health
information that will help them make responsible choices, and in particular prevent

unplanned early pregnancies, STls, HIV and sexual abuse*. There is still however a

3 Breaking the Barrier: Understanding Cancer Services, Screening & Treatment available for Women in Fiji” (Fiji
Women’s Rights Movement (FWRM) , 2018)

4 “Young people inclusive of adolescents and youth have access to and make use of youth-friendly services to
help them make responsible choices that protect and safeguard their health, with particular reference to
prevention of unplanned early pregnancy, STIs/HIV and sexual abuse... Protecting the health of adolescents
and young people in relation to sexual and reproductive health will support their growth and development and
work towards achieving their full potential. The policy calls for action and allocation of necessary resources to
provide gender-responsive and life-skills based information and education programmes, counselling services
and youth-friendly services in a comprehensive and integrated manner. This will help reduce morbidity and
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disproportionate number of girls and younger people who are unable to access basic

information and services.
Recommendations

FWRM GIRLS Programme Participants strongly recommend that the government
allocate funding under the Health budget towards improving the standard and access

to SRHR services for girls and young people

FWRM GIRLS Programme Participants strongly urge the government to allocate
funding under the Health budget towards the full implementation of the Reproductive
Health Policy to ensure that key priority areas identified under the Policy are

implemented and achieved.

FWRM GIRLS Programme Participants call upon the government to allocate funding
under the Health budget towards the provision of sanitary pads, condoms and toilet

paper in all schools, public facilities and amenities.
4. The safety of girls

The safety and security of girls when travelling in public transportation was concern
raised by FWRM GIRLS Programme Participants. Many of the participants expressed
concerns over being physically and/or sexually harassed in public and schools buses

from other students, bus drivers and the public.
Recommendations

FWRM GIRLS Programme Participants call on government to provide funding that
helps ensure stricter enforcement of laws in all modes of public transportation to
ensure that girls are able to travel safely without any physical and/or sexual

harassment or violence from drivers and the public.

FWRM GIRLS Programme Participants strongly recommend that the government

allocate funding that ensures the implementation of the child protection policy in all

mortality related to sexual and reproductive practices; in particular the reduction of sexual abuse, unplanned
pregnancy and STls including HIV among young people, thus contributing towards the achievement of MDG 5.”
MOHMS Reproductive Health Policy (Page 20)

https://www.health.gov.fj/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/1 Reproductive-Health-Policy.pdf
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school buses and for all drivers to undergo a child protection training so that buses are

more child-friendly and safe for children.
5. Violence against girls

Violence against girls within and outside of schools was also the concern from the
FWRM GIRLS Programme Participants. Part of that concern was the lack of effort from
the school administration to provide information on the rights of the child as well as

information on seeking advice and justice for violence against them.
Recommendations

FWRM GIRLS Programme Participants strongly urge the government to allocate
funding under the Education budget towards teacher trainings and awareness
programmes within all schools so that teachers have the capacity and understanding
to respond to and deal with students who face different form of violence within and

outside of schools.

FWRM GIRLS Programme Participants strongly recommend that the government
increase the national budget allocation of the National Child Helpline to improve
services, coverage and human resources so that more calls can be attended to

simultaneously and that the coverage reaches all locations across the country.
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