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•	 Any other facts that the Court thinks is important
If the child is old enough to be brought to Court and 
asked questions, the Court can allow the Registrar/
Counsellor to talk with the child to see what the child 
really wants.

FAMILY COURT LOCATIONS
There are specialist Family Courts in Suva, Lautoka and 
Labasa, but every Court across the Fiji Islands can hear 
your Family Court matter.

Central/Eastern Division  
Suva – Government Buildings, Telephone: 3211881,GPO 
Box 2215, Government Buildings, Suva.
Navua – Navua Magistrate’s Court, Telephone: 3460644, 
3460655, PO Box 678, Navua.
Nasinu – Nasinu Magistrate’s Court, Telephone: 3390466, 
PO Box 7748, Nasinu.  
Nausori – Nausori Magistrate’s Court, Telephone: 
3400006, PO Box 227, Nausori.
Vunidawa – Vunidawa Court – Ad hoc basis only, contact 
Nausori Magistrate’s Court.  
Korovou – Tailevu Court House, Telephone: 3430060, PO 
Box 102, Tailevu.  
Levuka – Levuka Magistrate’s Court, Telephone: 
3440355, PO Box 66, Levuka.

Western Division
Lautoka – Lautoka Magistrate’s Court – Telephone: 
6660016, PO Box 103, Lautoka.
Lautoka High Court – Telephone: 6660877, PO Box 388, 
Lautoka.
Sigatoka – Sigatoka Magistrate’s Court, Telephone: 
6500067, PO Box 87, Sigatoka.
Nadi – Nadi Magistrate’s Court, Telephone: 6701322, PO 
Box 1275, Nadi. 
Ba – Ba Magistrate’s Court, Telephone: 6674096, PO Box 
430, Ba. 
Tavua – Tavua Magistrate’s Court – Telephone: 6680023, 
PO Box 516, Tavua. 
Rakiraki – Rakiraki Magistrate’s Court, Rakiraki. 
Telephone: 6693550.

Northern Division 
Labasa - Magistrate’s Court, Telephone: 8811772, PO Box 
56, Labasa. 
Nabouwalu – Nabouwalu Magistrate’s Court – contact 
Nabouwalu Police Station: 8836022. 
Savusavu – Savusavu Court, Telephone: 8850272, PO Box 
160, Savusavu.
Taveuni – Taveuni Magistrate’s Court, Telephone: 8880081, 
PO Box 31, Taveuni.

IF YOU NEED HELP:
Please contact:
Family Court Counselling Service, Suva Tel: 3211811, 
Lautoka Tel: 6668199, Labasa Tel: 8818924
Legal Aid Commission, Suva Tel: 3311195, Private Mail Bag, 
Suva, Nasinu Tel: 3390693, Nausori Tel: 3470003, Navua Tel: 
3460012, Sigatoka Tel: 6500172, Nadi Tel: 6700030, Lautoka 
Tel: 6650011 Private Mail Bag, Lautoka, Ba Tel: 6678000, 
Tavua Tel: 6680102, Rakiraki Tel: 6694001, Korovou Tel: 
3430027, Labasa Tel: 8815118, P.O.Box 1241, Savusavu Tel: 
8853103
Department of Social Welfare (Child Welfare) Suva Tel: 
3315754, Lautoka Tel: 6660241, Labasa Tel: 8811524

FAMILY COURT

Fiji Women’s Rights Movement
76 Gordon Street, Level 2, TAF Building 
G.P.O. Box 14194, Suva, Fiji Islands

Phone: (679) 3312711/3313156  Fax:(679) 3313466
Email: info@fwrm.org.fj   Website: www.fwrm.org.fj
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All parenting issues are covered under the Family Law 
Act, even if the parents were not legally married. So 
even if your marriage was not registered, your children 
are still covered by the laws. Parents are encouraged 
to reach an agreement on the welfare of their children. 
To help reach an agreement you can use the Court 
Counselling Services or other approved counselling 
services. (Ask the Court Registry about counselling 
services) If you are happy with the agreement, you 
can make it official and register it with the Court 
as a Parenting Plan using Form 16 Application for 
Registration of Parenting Plans or by a Consent Order 
using Form 8 Application For Consent Orders. If you 
cannot agree, you can ask the Court to make Parenting 
Orders.

PARENTING PLANS
The Family Law Act 2003 provides for Parenting Plans.

A Parenting Plan is a written agreement between the 
parents of a child (and other people, if you need to) 
which can include the following;
•	 Who the child should live with
•	 How often each parent or other people, such as 

grandparents, should visit or have contact with the 
child

•	 School Holidays – who they spend the holidays with 
and for how long

•	 School/education needs and expenses
•	 Medical treatment
•	 Financial support for the child
•	 What religion the child will belong to

A Parenting Plan does NOT deal with property issues 
such as land or your home. The Court will look at the 
Parenting Plan and if both parties agree, the Plan will be 
registered in Court. This means that the Parenting Plan 
will be filed at the Court Registry. You cannot change 
the Parenting Plan but it can be replaced with a new 
agreement and/or Parenting Plan. The Court, can set 
aside, change, discharge, vary, suspend or revive your 

registered Parenting Plan.

Once registered, the Parenting Plan has the force of a 
Court Order. This means that it must be followed.

TYPES OF PARENTING ORDERS
 A Parenting Order is any Court Order that deals with 
parents and children. It may be a registered Parenting 
Plan or a direct Court Order. Parenting orders can 
include RESIDENCE, CONTACT and SPECIFIC ISSUES 
Orders. You may have one or more of these orders 
depending on the needs of the child and your situation.

RESIDENCE ORDER
A Residence Order (which used to be known as Custody 
Order) says who a child should live with.  If you are not 
the biological parent of the child, you can still apply for 
a Residence Order.

The Court may ask the Court Counselling Service, the 
Social Welfare Department or some other counselling 
agency for a report when deciding who a child should 
live with. The Court decides what is in the best interest 
of the child after it has seen this report.

CONTACT ORDER
A Contact Order (which used to be known as Access 
Order) says who the child can see and when. This 
Order may cover relationships with biological parents, 
grandparents or other significant people in the child’s 
life. A Contact Order will only be made if the Court is 
satisfied that it would be in the best interest of the 
child. This Order can be issued for someone out of the 
country as well.

SPECIFIC ISSUES ORDER
Specific Issues Order are about things that affect the 
day to day or long term care, welfare and development 
of the child. Specific Issues Orders can include:
•	 Where the child will go to school
•	 Medical, dental and eye treatment

•	 Child’s religious upbringing
•	 Discipline issues
•	 Leisure activities e.g. sports

WHAT IS IN THE BEST INTERESTS OF THE 
CHILD?
When deciding on cases, the Court must consider 
the best interests of the child. This means the Court 
will always put the child’s needs first. The Court will 
consider:
•	 The wishes of the child – considering the age and 

maturity of the child
•	 The child’s relationship with each parent and with 

other people

The likely effect of changes in the child’s 
circumstances, including:
•	 separation from either parent
•	 separation from a brother or sister or other person 

the child has been living with
•	 The practical difficulty and expense of a child 

having contact with a parent and how that may 
affect the child’s rights to maintain regular contact 
with both parents

•	 The ability of each parent or any other person, 
such as a grandparent, to provide for the physical, 
emotional and intellectual needs of the child

•	 The child’s maturity, sex and background and the 
need to maintain links with his/her culture and 
traditions, lifestyle and any other characteristics 
that the Court considers relevant

•	 The need to protect the child from physical or 
psychological harm such as abuse, ill treatment, 
violence or witnessing violence/abuse

•	 Any family violence involving the child or a member 
of the child’s family and any family violence orders 
that apply to the child or members of the child’s 
family

•	 Parenting history


