" FWRM MEMBER ATTENDS
WORLD AIDS CONFERENCE

WM member Dr Mridula

Saimath recently sttended Lhe

12th World Conference on AIDS
i Geneva She said it the evenl was 4
memprable one in which she met and
exchanged information with penple all
owter the world on issues concerning HIV
and AIDS, She said that a0 disappointing
aspect of the Conference wis the hlatant
disregand of participants i pregentations
mustcle b those from thie developing world.
“Whenever anvone of color from the
developing werkl (South) got up to speik.
must  participants
wotld Teave, 1 wis
quite obvious thal
pecple in the
developel conntries
{Northerners) did not
wiant o hear what
Ui T the poorer
countries had @ sy
il Lhis
was very
disappointing,” std
iy Sainath in oal
presentalion al
RS sl recent
Gollective. Iy
Sainath was critical!
nf the decision o

mike AZT 4 drug  Dier therapy shones that a PA can positive.” she said.
knovwn to minimie sl five o fealthy and normal lfestyle

the risk of verticd]  wecording o Frencl woman Lynde e gainath also
Cathering Franeis.

transmission of 1
Crone nuother b Daby availible only
women whiv are pregnant in developing
countries withoal boking st the olal neal
of the wonmgn,

“Ihey agrea to help women with ALS in
the thind workd counties By making AZT
accessible 1w them but it came with
conditions. Women were heing viewed
merely as a reproductive vehicle and the
suggestion was that AZT will s he given
with milk formula becanse hresstfoeding
wits contra indicated with this regime, Ttis
quite clear that the issue of ALDS has
beconie politiciaed with the milk fiemula

compinies piggy-riding on_ AIDS
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SOQO0S0QO

VAKAMARAMA

LAUNCHES
BOOK

The Soqosoqo Vakamarama, Fiji's
' indigenous women’s group launched

treatment, Most developing countrles do
ot even have the drugs yet and the
treatment is ahso expensive. But then when
ey take the medication. there is no
guarantes a5 the dmgs have some terrible
sl effents.”

Sl sl sail vat she was also exposad to
the fssues of the side effects of DS | @ book on family titled Na 7 Vola

bresptioent. 1 s senae WA who were | Dusidust Me Viekea Na Kena Karoni
undergning treaiment and il was quite | g Matavavale which translates
l;ul'l'lfl[' t siwe biewy rhI:::r lv.ltrrc :t]ITLmﬁl h};. into how (o protect the family, The
Hie reatinend. Some had leps the size o :

b bk sponsoted by the United Nations

an arns ol hig _ e
piiithes (fq1 |Fund [or Population Activities

displacenient). I (UNFPA) was faunched by wife of the
alsw met @ woman | President of Fiji Adi Lady Lala Mara.
who sgreed (0 pose | wrigten in the Fijian limguage is a
lor a4 pholograph

far me to hring | g
A -y :j {aspects of Family from motherhood

never heen on any
ndication but was | liveiene,  parenthood. sexuvally
healthy simply by | ransmitted disease, HIV/ATDS and
dict therpy. TLpoes abortion 1o name a lew of the topics
B L show that one
can huve  THV
posttive and stifl he
healtly by heing | education of non-English legible

selective with what | Fijians  in the uahove areas.

hasic handbook with fnstructions on

amel pregnancy, diet, contraception,

covered in e hooklet, 1t was written
in respanse to the need for better

e eats aul heing Indigenons Fijians make up the most
cases in divoree, abortion, sexual
[leansmitted diseases and dier related

commiented an the | 1Inesses and it is hoped that with

neerd for motliors 1o e re-tosted in the bt | better understanding of the issues
Wrimester of pregnancy. “At the moment | addressed in the book will make
muthers only get wsted during their initial |6 more resistant 1o Lhese

chimic visit, Women may e sl ssxually

active whon they are pregoant and this )
previond i known for when extra-nparital affains by partens aie most prevalent, The man

ity lae caupht something and given 1L o the pregnant mother but she would not
ki sl has s infection hecamse she only gor tested whien she first poes 1o clinic, ‘This
mieans it there are cases which escape the medical authorities” sttention.” Dr Sainath
said that if the rate of sexually rransmittd diseases in Fiji was anvtbing o go by then Fiji
does v« problem st hand. “Fiji has one of the highest rate of ST and reproductive
cancers in the world and this i a good indicator of how AIDS can be 4 problem biere,
There are soomany people who are carmving the virus but they are not wware of it because
they lave nt been fested The pablic leve to be edueated 1o go for testing with proper
connsetling” she addsd. O

problems. O
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~ WOMEN MAKING PEACE -
A KOREAN PEACE INITIATIVE

purced on by recent political

ehannees that could either reumite

the long divided countries of Notth
and South Kogea, or creste angther war, o
group of weanen in Korea have revitalizal
their vision for pewee. Calling themseles
“Women Making Pesee”, they have tiken
the first step o identifying their hapes. drams
ek goals o thedr organization. They began
their group in 1997 mul, acconding (o
tepresentative Kint Yoon ok, feel that ~The
Apreement bebween North and South Borea
ot Reconciliation, Nondgression and
Cooperation, ratifiad on
Febroary 14, 1993,
shivuld be the guideline
of wamen'’s actions for
peace and pnification.
The process aims o
fomin & pestcelul Roreu
comnmnity by
lerniinafing the
stuation of @ divided | &
ition. And 1o ke
WO s woices hieand in
the process, women's
presence in e plicy-
muking kel shonld be
at least 30 percent. We
strongly urge  the
realization of the 192
Agnernen, for itwas aownrkable compannis
between the North Korean unificalion
propesals hased on 4 federal system andd il
South Korean hinctionalist agproach.”

Women Making Peace envision o nnifivl
Korea as 2 peacelul community hasad on
gender equality  They soe the need o nat
ouly rerhore violence, it atso to further the
roles of justice gnid reconcilition i wir
oram lives, As they Inoked at the conditinn of
the bwo countries, it becime olwicus o them
witat ey necded toedoe Ln st ey nead
oy come to pesie with their grawmiment, mal
they needed 10 come to peace with fursign
nations.

Iy the interests of coming o peace with
themselves, they identifiad three initiatives
needing atlention.  One is Gie serious food

crisis in the Nodh, where the centinuing
deterinration of the Nodh B coonomy
and disastrous loods have resulted in
widespread starvation. Women Miking
Peace support unceaucitional sid e vee in
the North and began the ~Rice Sharing
Canmiparign,”™ not ondy 1 belp fead the need,
[vart s 1 symibiol of solickarly with their Mo
Remean counterparts. ey cotloet donations
of view, senietimes during street sctions, m
nh i the floed victins,

Anntfier st concerning coming o peace

- ; -

Wamen in Fiji making a difference by staging protest marches

arpanised by FIWRM as seen here

with  themselves  is increasing
copmmunication snd coopertion hetween
Newth sul Sonth Roresm somen. T even
Feepin the process of pesce niaking, they neal
ter lestin Lo Kiewe e nfher; aod W even
begin that process, they newd 1o begin
hruaiking dewn the stercotypes that have long
Peen pemetuatal by ther neguective medins
and wvermments. o 1991, women el
lregun this process with an exchange
mieeting in Fongeang and Seoul. Thene
the hegen 1o realize 2 commen il
identily and muduad wnderstanding in
regard fr their respective fleolopies aml
palitical systenns. Mureoner, they relied th
et o combinue such conferences with e
giktl of developing various prograns i the
arzas of eoonomy eduration, and women’s
s, nok b nention the continued process
ol begoming :lt‘qtl;!il]}:ﬂ with estch otbes

“The Wonmen's Meovement and Peace in the
2 Gty s e thene of the Ko
Wonten's Associathon Uit 107 miversary
TierEa ) winien's peace sempsium.
bedd Jone 149 and 200 1997, in Swnl Tl
Women Making Peace pointed out other
comditionss Ul wete necessary for peace
hetween North and Sonth Rove Thess
sl e e o e milisey s ling
el b ipone the social welfire systen,
which they have urged politicians
avtiliay s fo b the neead to ke o po-
sttive stnce Lo e T Apreement
from s amistice it
a peace treaty; and the
ned 1o deselop a pro
nnification cullure in
vander tocommnier choides
gt O it North Rores
[rrigAnds

" Peace anl
recuncillation in the
o Raresn peninguld is

anly  vighle  with
Cinternationg!
eonperation.”  Rim
“ * Yorm-ok pointed oul
during the symposinm.
W e open 1o Jesm
o wand woek Together
with non wvernmental organiztions
wuirking for peace and citizens’ rights not
oy i northsist Asia et alses i D ikl
States and Enropean countrics, We will
Turther steenpthensurselidiinewith Ronems

+ living rnerseas "

International Women's Day for Peace and
Disarmament - 24 May 1998,

What May 24 & all aboul. ..

Intepmational Womens Dy for
Peave and Disrmiament, May 24 beygin
i Enropee in de carly J980s Wiannen
activists wanied 1o work wether
interniationally, protesting, the deglly tre
of the arms race, leading the o
pese gl sl The fiens wis
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s AT T,
connecting the problems of the workd 1
each cily, wm or village, Women in
Ty conntries took par, a5 meany 45
1LOO0000 in 1983 alone. May 24 went
quiet in most plaees during the late
cightics and early nineties, except for New
Zeaaland, where women kept it alive nntil
rebirth In 1996,

As part of the follow-up work done for the
1995 UN Conference en Women in Beijing.
the International Peace Bureau and the
Internaiional Fellowship of Reconciliation
ook up the challenge of women in the Betjing
NG Furum’s Peace Tent calling for 4
wonuars peace day by promoting awinensss
of and participation in Women's Day loe
Pesce and Disarmament.  May 24, 1996
siw women conumemotating the day with
actions for pesce in Croatia, Serbia, Canada,
Novway, Aservaijan, Haly, Bangladesh, Chile,
Australia, Fambla, New Zealand and
elsewhere. Actions ranged from radio
broadeasts about women's contrilntions to
pesce and fondraising for Lad mine victims
to petitiontng for the shalition of nuclear
weapons amd street actlons against
militarism,

What is the World March of Women?
The Demands

The World March of Women in the Year 2000
will be muking, two major demands related
tiy poverty and violenee agsinst women, With
these thnmunds we will challenge the various
systems and authorities that generate
inequality between men e women and
exert coniol over women's fives. There ae
conmitioes wWorking now o developing the
contentof the denmands so tiat a moredetailed
proposal ean De discussed with the delesats
atlending the Autumn 198 intermational
preparatony mecting.
The Actions
Participating, proups ar: invitd to organize
(hree actions:
- i massive women’s vole, based on
command demands, and which will take
pace between March 8 and October 171,
2000

. ratlon action, te natne of which would
be detemuined by women's groups in that
country, o raise demands elevant o the

- werld action on Oclober 17, 2000,

For the world action, we propose & mass
demonstration or rally on every confinent,
Inn North America the demonstration conld
take place in front of the United Nations
headyuarters in New York, Al the voting
canks combil he depesited at Uie Dnitod Nations
onthisoccasion. Thereis also at he possibility
of poing w Washington, headquarters of the
Workl Bank and the Intemational Monetary
Fund (IMF), There could be a series of relay
marches lewding up 10 the mass
demonstration. A popular education
campaign almed 2t infonning people all over
the planet of the reality of women's lives as
well a5 winmen’s movement initiativis from
meany countries will help buill support for
the action.

The 'Theme

The theme tiat Tas been proposed for the
March is “liread and Roses™, 2 slogan from
st strupeles of progressive women In (e
Unitedd Steates, sl sdopted 11995 and 1996
during actions organized by the women's
movenents in Quebic and Canada,

Wt we are fighting for:

- bl — what we nead (o lives the hasic
nges of Hie and

- roses — what we need W make life worth
living; control of our bodics; the right 1o live
free of violence.

As i the case for other aspects of the project
{tlemands, actions, cic), the theme is sill
being debated.

Wit Wi Want

<l stimulate 2 vast muovement of erassioots
woimens gnoups so that the march baomes
i gestune of aftirmation by e women of the
world.

T promole sqpality batween men il

Wi,
‘o highlight the commeon demands and
iniliatives isuing from the global women's
wement relating o the isue of poverty
and viokenoe against women,

To force governments, decision makers ad
indlividuals the world over to instifute the
changes 1wevessary for improving the statns
of women and wonin'’s equality of life,

- To enter the new millenninm by
demonstrating  womens  ongoing
tketermination to change the workl 3

World March of Women, Newsleiter, April
1998

HUMAN|

RIGHTS AT 50

This year, 4% we commemotate the 507
Anniversary of the Universal Declaration of
Huinan itighs, we need o nanember that
these rights: the inherent dignity, equality,
fredom, fistice; and peace shonkd be acoondd
a5 2 gnen ight 1o all menibes of the human
race: inchuding women and the girl child
Although the rights of women ill lag behind
that of men, it is interesting ko oot that one of
the pioneer suppovtess of lungn dphts was 2
worman, Eleanor Rocsevelt, who was even
ekt chair o the Human Rights Commission,
Mrs Reosevell onoe deseribod bamian righis in
thesesimplewords * Whore afterall dounivesal
human riphts begin? I smeall places, chose 1
home, so chose and so small that they cannet he
seen ot nuaps of the world Yet they ane e
workd ol an it person; the neighlodwod
i fives i, thee schend o onllepe he s, the
fiactony, Lz, o office he words. Such ame e
places wlure every man, wonran, dd child
seeks eyual dignity without discoimination.
Unless thise rights have meaning te, they
have [ittle meaning anywhere. Without
concenid eitian action 1o uphold thom chae
U ereae, wee shiall book i v for poogmess in
Use Larger world,"Despite these wonls, and
altlnegh exquality &5 the comestone of eery
society which apiresto danoay; social fiadice,
Doarvcane rigghs aind ok gl aontine i
he viokited every day. It & wifirhun that in
preactically allsockties woren mestill mibjctnd
o inerpuialities in L Lamily, conmmmity and
workplace. Stereotypes dned waditions aontinge
iy hokl women back and pempetuate such
incepuality, The suggzle for i dghts & mot
new Ithasheen inprogessinoeeardycivilizition
and well before international law was
establishad. Early and prsent kv meligions
b been supporteas of lunsan rights in their
recquirenient 0 honour Iuman digrity as well
a5 tend W commmanity ol indivicual needs
Telow are fust  lew of e mumenas meaes
and conventions duzwn up over the years in
this strapgle to hosour [nman right

1215 'The Magna Carter was signexd by Ring
Jotin and it ackoowledeal thal e neen wae
entitied o judgrient by teir poors, and i
event 4 sovetelen was ol above the law

1791 ‘I U] Skt of Armerica Jill of Rights

particular naton;
Balance ,gruur 'g.8
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BODY SNATCHERS

‘m the elephant man.” Lesley
g Wasserman tells me. “T'm nol

humza 'm an animal,” Aler a
few months on 2 saquinavic/AZT/310
cambo, the 46 vear old Santa Barbara,
California, person with ALDS (PWAs) hody
began to blew up._and up...and up.
loday the self conscious, [ive-font-tall
woman weiglis in at 60 pounds above her
normal 105. Her bust has swellad 1o siae
4200 from 38C and she can't roll over in
hed without first sitting up. Her
buck is in constant pain from
hanling around so much weight,
Livery week she gain up 10 o
pounds, even though sone days,
she tries to eat s little as possible,
“I'my ot artractive sinymore,”
Wasserman says. “U'm not
interested in sex and i my body
disgusts e, she continues, ity
definitely poing 1o disgust
someone else,”

A year and half into her protease
regimen, Ann Birmingham (her

name changed) Wils
nnletertable, ud few sicle effacts

and considererd berself one lucky
woran. Then the 28 vearoll's

hidy  hegan  J1s  strange
metamorphosis. 1 was a stick

with boohs,” she says. Her waist
barreled fronn 27 inches to 32. Her

arms and leps shed their far,
leaving her with veiny, skinny

limbs. Her bott hecame 3
museleless sick of hone, The st

striking change occurred in her
hreasts, @ 360 bursting to 380,

"When T walked down the sieet,

you can be sure people were not lnoking
a omy eyes.” she says 10 was
psychologically pretry horeitic. T didn't
want 10 leave me house. T diche't want 10
be seen by amyone.”

Birmingham panicked, “At first T didn’t
attribute it o the drogs. All T knew was
that iy by was freaking ou 1f 1 had
nol been in contact with ather women
with 1V, | would have had no idea what

thonght T was golng cram ™ Ater tafking
with her plvsicizn, she decided 10 stop
her saguinavir/da 7310 cockil. Within
a month her hody normalizsd. She has in
dsenseudetlated. While I broasts sag mone
tham they used Wzl her waist is still 2
few inches wider, there’s no diubt in Der
mind that the protesse inhibitors cased
thesee dlrastic changes.

Welcome to the new “MDS™ fook, “Faster
than you say triple drug combination

ey, Wasserman before and after protease

therape.” o slew ol symptoms - limh
wisting.  truncal  ohesity,  hredst
enlargenent er depletion. thinming of e
skin. “Puftalo homps™ Cieewmmlated fat
across the shoulders). lpomas (a1
deprsits) — is heing added 10 Kaposi's
sarconi and corpse like wasting in the
HINer's horror-howse mireor. Althougls s
fat redistribution svidrome is an equal-
upporiunity menace. its effects tend 1o ok
more dramatic on the female Trme.

wisgoing on” she savs, T wonld have—Expanding waisthime—re—one 1hin [

5

_ Assnee, 1008

disfipurement i mnother. Women witl)
HEN. by il e aane ey negotisating
an emotiol minefield of shame, goilt
and sexaal insecurity are now Gaced with
4w set ol challenpes. These oy
changes e one mione punishment i
reinfenies e feeling that, “olvioush: F'm
il suepposed fobe in s by savs Kand
Draper. Chair of the Tos Angeles Counly
I Commission. ~Iost when we wepe
starting to kckle the psvchological effecrs
of HIV, these drnitic plysical
effects surfaced “Akd 1 that, the
lilieleng pressure from sociely and
the self 1o sty thin, “The fi-is-
b view is o ommipresent, sas
I"WA Mury Lucey, thiat when peple
saw i woman with wasting
syndrome, the response used (o be,
Yo Took gread. you st some
S weight ™ For Lucey  such
| comments prove how deep the
o veu-can never-be-ton-thin”
wentitiey is inpetined e sad
fact is,” says Lucey. “she wasn'l
ot diet. She was dying,”

Although  they don’l  cunse
traditional HIV wasting. there is
gl crowing conviction smongst PRAs
Y Wi prostesse inhibitons are cusing
o these new bizarre body changes.
Many on the cockeal are having
ather problems 1o including
unuswlly high Blood levels of
{ triglycirides, plecose  and
cholesteral. A handful of stadies
are wnderway, It so fare oo one
Enows  how extensive  these
problems aee and the only
evidence circulating in he
seientibic commmity % anecdotal. As
doctors scrmteh their heads, PWA Do
Hetrerte 345 whe svs shie fooks amd feels
12 raomiths: pregnant, svuids mirrors ind
attmits, T Twon 2 lottery, the fisst thing 1
wintld dho i et o liposanetion.™ Mo e
A lew PWAS lready hve. O

Adapted from Ms Muagazine fune
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“*WHAT’S
“-Jow Nﬁ P"]ﬂﬁlﬁd S,

Lisa Apted, S

Talel Burness, S,

Gloria Sukhu, Fisheries Dept,
Lamii.

Ashika Anjani Singh, Wailoku,
Tamsin Voetilovoni, Suva,
Mumita Pumtils, TSP Siva,
Melengite Statham, S
Sarah Kwong Wah, Suvi

%ﬁ!ligll'[ &b Mﬂf‘ nd June 1998,

# number of people visited our office for
resesreh, infornuation ot simply fo fited out
what we are all about, They included:
Anne Kautu from Kiribatt AMAK Office,
Margarel Reynods of The Australian Sen-
ate in Canberra, Social Wellare Review,
June Tagnchi of Japan, Ryapi & Tepe
Pasese of Majuro, Melinda McComb of
Hawaii, Chrisiting Collette - Health Project
Designer (Aushid), Jeromie A of Canads,
Mary & Jo of NZODA, Students of La
Trobe University in Bendipo and partici-
patnits of the Feminist Tegal Theory and
Practice Workshogp.

Wit Waves Bvenin bk 20
-

I}' {1 '

FWItM held a fundraising drive at o local
pub (traps Bar} on the evening of
“Pharsbay Tuly 2 and the evening featurel

FWRM T-Shirt Desigzn.

a local university Dbased writers
organization Nin Waves. The evening
festured readings on poetry and other
literacy work of members of Niu Waves,
The event was well atiended by supporters
of TWRM which inchuksl members of the
diplomatic corps, NGOs, the husiness
seetor and friends and members of the
Blovement.

v PR 150 for sale at the of-
fice for $15.00 cacle There arc big siaes
and different colors available i two de
sipns,

Thatland workshop, ¢— L0 Juls
WA Weer Projeet Officer, Redjeli Nicole.
is enrrently attending the above workshop
in Theilund on the “Advocacy on Winnen
in the Informal Sector”. The workshop is
heing fundsd by Asia Foundation.

Reijieli Nicole

Margarel Chung B UNDP compiled the
drall uf the Fiji repor. FWRM was invited
o comment on e situational reporl. Tt
is currently with the Departrent of Wornen
& Culture for cirenkation to the various
NG,

Plads Ema Traicakiban bs on the Work-
f

HAPPENING AT F‘*WRM"'

Ema tugicakibon

ing Conunittee on Chikl Protection sid
Serviees bor the Department Social Wel-
fare Review “My contribution there Is
from aspects  of  Fanily  law
concerning children sndd 1 look lorwanl
] rm11rihuﬂn;: WM views on Issies
comeerning chikdren's wellare in the com-
mitlee,

PRI B b o seinate the enploy-

ment of Rosenvary Naivalura, the Com

mumication Offier due w lack of onding
Tor salary for the position. She will con-
v i b uvolver] with thie Movement as
an active: member sl s e producer of
Balance, FWIA wishes Rosemary well in
Ter Fomre erdisvoes.

Rosemuory Naivalurua

willt e reoogition o Toakan of speech,
s, b il s noooratad ik e
Consitution.

1946 Thee Commission on Human Rights
wits established by the United Nations
Formomic sl Sockal Couneil (HEOSOC),
1948 e | e Neticnns kot the L vl
Declartion of Human rights which asticulaied
the formntal and madenabile rights of i
members ol family and was the fist
comprehernsive agreenienl among, atios
egding e specific rights and fresdons of
all human heings. '

1953 The Funpean Comimision on Fharria
Rights and Court of Hnmin Rights wene
createad s well s the Comention on Ruliical
Riohis of Woen (1IN) was adeytel

1965 The Comvention on e Fliminaton of
AL Forms of Racial Discrinination was
el by the Uniterd Nationes.

1973 “the Tnemational Cotwention on die
Suppiort il Punishment of the Crime of
Apartieid was adopied by e Unitid Nitions.
1979 My Comention on Gie Flintination of
A Voo of Discrirination Asainst Wi
(CEDW) was adoptead by Ui UN General
Assemily.

19485 ‘the Second Workl Conference on
Humean Rights convencel in Vienny whire
the Declaration and Programime of Action
wene adepted il i
(st of Hunem Rights Gommissioner wies
estiblishiord

1998 Celuduation of the SF Anmiversary of e
el Docitation of Fn Righs whicl
(ks st nenstone st in e human it
ek Pcrprlise, proamol: ndd prostect 1l
Rights sl furelamental redoms.

Wty thy e celebrate?

Wi s cekdvagmye the Duonsan gpint el te
acknowledpment thit peopte were bl 1o
ety sech - thonghtil document that bas
thss fo been 1 puaicting light ownds o beller
unerstanding of e rghts for all
Atheargh theve ane still nany human tghts
vinkations i the workd community, s
ot has been instumentsl in shaping
the workds attitnde fowands the st human
rights O

Adapied from the COMMON
CONCERN - June 1998, The
Ouarlerly Magazine of the World
YA,

FWRM STRATEGIC

s (Y D WA PV B e

mining g an organisation intends lor b
i11 the futone aned Aowe it will pet thene 1L is
ilentifying the potential of the organisitien,
the hest path 1o follow and the mest
efficient way of reaching inteided

IR

PR stall oand Management
Committes members conversed at the Cen-
i Resont in Pacific Habour on e week
end of 9 & 10 My, 1998 to disoues the divee
fions in whicls the Movement should nune
tomvards for fomime sustainability.

The workshop objectives were: 0 undee
stand where PWRM Lias been; W create a
wisionn for whiere PWRM wiiits to go; o and
lyae where FWERM is now, 1o develop 2 plan
for ailtaining our vision; Al o stengthen
solictarity anud teamwork within the neove
prient, Criticad issues that were identifieed and
dthlressad wen:

tesonrees

Laack of core funels o sustain e movenient
as e wliols

Lack uf job security for stal; and

Restricts Advocstey Acis, #s it s project basek

Strategic Gual:

The mvenient is working towands obtain-
ing sulficient cone funding 1o sappott sl

riess sl eperarional costs within e pest 2
ler 5y,

Strategic Objectives:

It was dhiscussed that domors nevikad W be
eelucated on the imprornce of core fanding
an suppeonsing 1 wewement such as IWRM
it

R
|

ifv
and target progessive thaners; o explone
Teview Wilvs in which we can E'}]Hmtv
incomi throueh our services; 1 explore
fundeaising smtesies/opporinmnities

T owas felt that the system of defining,
tesponsibilies needed 1o e specifisd, The
delemtion of respunsibilities for skl and
prenthers ieedad to e more specific.

Strategic Goal:

The movement s, in effect, a clear
demarcated toles/rospongibilities of all
invlved.

Strategic (Yhjectives:

"M Collectivee tolt Uhat there was an ungen
el to ceview currenl decision naking
process/rolis/pespansibilitieslimitations of
Mitgement Connitiee/stafi/collective, o
connduct annual naviews for staff projects efe,
and establish 4 clear internal system of
womitoring and evaluating projects!
proceseioles/nsponsibilities/linitations.

Community Impact and Intervention
Strategic Goal:

The movement has 2 strang visible
prurfciation coTnmunmiey outreach progrun,
which strengthens partnership with all
stakoholdars,

Strategic Objectives:

Tt wies chociced thett thiene was 1 noad Lo reviewd
moedify tur curent ontreach progran; aed
o estahlish 2 sisten 1o gatherfnalyse noeds/
duta and Tink lkese o defermine our
programs. The meeting was miade possible
b fneling sssisknee froon the Departnent
. h:t Women &
B Culiuare sl e
Wactlitators of
the nieeting
dwer: Toln &
Colleen Taylor
S| INDE NGO
“strenglhening
[ Project). O

FWRM staff and menbers addressing critical issues facing the movement.
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father. *He was going to start kindergarten
s0 T was concerned that he be back in Fiji
in time for schiool preparations.

Her intention was that her son joined her
onee she had setthed in overseas. Thowever,
thiis was not to be as the child was detained
by the father who later informed the
mther of his imentions 10 keep the child
through 4 letter “He didn't even have the
decency to talk directly 1o me about it
because he was aware of how T would
resct. He huad clearly betrayed my trust and
T immediately flew back to Fiji where |
obtained an ex parte onder {or custody in
thie Magistrate Court in Suva,

In response, the father applied to the
Samoan Supreme Count for 2 similar order
and subsequently won the case when the
Court rejected the mother's claim that the
father hiad no right 1o custody of his
illegitirate child and that only she as his
mother was entitlesl

Under this circomstance, the fact that
neither Fiji nor the father's tesident
country have ratified the Tague
Convention was not a compelling factor
that made them decide that the mother
shonalid e the child restored to hee The
Samoan Chief Justice had (in 4 previous
decision) said that the country cannot
stand apart from he test of the world and
not recognize that the law had changed
although it was not 2 sigatory:

However, undar this scenario, the woman's
legal counsel sald that ‘a lawyer can be
compelled to advise # client: ‘po and
snatch the chilid, hang on to the child,

HEENGLE
wel d frae 1a child of

12 months at one place in a steady
environment and you have a good chance
of hanging onto the child On the basis of
the judgment of the Samoan Court of
Appeal, ‘we think it would be disruptive 10
senicd huion to Tiji now to live with his mother,
there being nothing in the circomstances
of the case 1o warrant such a course.’

‘Andd of conrse we were heavily crificinasl
for obtaining an ex parte order from the
Fiji Magistrate's Courl bul one has o
consider the position of the distraught
parent (mother), particularly a sinple
mother  without any  official
tocumentation aparl From the birth
certificate to say that the child is hers. She
has to po to another jurisdiction to face
immigration officials and Coun officials
anid chaim thet this child is solely bers for
reasons that she is entitled to tuke the child
[tom the jurisdiction. So that was the
reason why an application was made and
all these: ex parte onder, uncontested,
papers not served from the other side
because she had to have something
beyond the birth certificate 1o say thischild

F

LANGUAGE ™
al e momen sole costody of the

child under Fiji jurisdiction, But the chikd
was taken out of the Fiji jurisdiction to
another jurisdiction,’ said the couscllor

He emphasized that there was no soclal
wellare independent weport instigated by
N murllr assessment 8 to how

W¥enid

T was$ %{ﬂ i}thal
reinforced by e Court’s dedision. The

parties wr@ﬂ@és:ed and could

have looked alter the child eqaua!l}'_‘ He
L] LJ Ld

mmmmlﬂmmier

the Samoan Law the mather of a child
borne out of wedlock was the sole
custodian. In the Lower Court the judge
saidd that the illegitimacy was irrelevant
and therefore it was open to either party to
be consldered for custody.

The mother of the child bad gone to
samoa earlier befare the Court battles
began in an attempl 10 retrleve her son.
Mother andson flew oat of Western Samio
into American Samoa in the hope that
they could escape the Samoan jurisdiction.
However, as is the case In most island

Part af FWRM's Family Law Legal Literacy at the 16 Days of Action

exhibition held in Suva.
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the topic in newspaper, radio. TV, hook-
lets, etc.

The ain of this togic s for hoshandsAnales
to treat woinen with respect and dignity
amil vice-versa, decrease DV in “laveund.
Stratepies recommended included com-
pulsory counseling for couples before
murciage, (Law Reform Proposals),
inrese age of marriage aned assess level of
maturity, all cases of DV 1o be reported
and lighliglaed:

Actions to Support Working Women

The aim of this topic was to prevent occur
cence of Fape ou Taveund, to dacrease cipe
of feiales by nules, o work owands in-
creased penglties for rapists. Strategies used
were family upbringing to siress
importance ol respect for males/
lemales, counseling in schoals for nuhes!
fermales, community awareness to discuss

these iﬁmml aﬂw v'l i 1}rnqre'is
(a5 1WEM -4 e Eedle a J Rw the world

oul penalties, consistency by court stan-
tlanl, evidenee o be “fair” m]% E

for qenmw-e and hetter service
:%;ikigf ;f!?{ﬁmmlhq an eifec;s of
i Chitem of dealing

with sich issnes in the past,

The atmosphere:

Responses Tom e paiticipants wewe: “TI
created awareness of women's rights and
the organiztions/personnel availible to
Tilg. pltise women whose rights have
been violated I one way or ancthes” 1L
inereser] thedr knowlodge of funily b &
Imgn rights,” *The training materials
were easy o lollow and they appreciaied
the insolvenent of the Medieal ad Police
Force staff,” “They would like to have
follow up workshop/sessions a8 U issues
ilsessed e imporland e Fact that ey
do ot hive easy access o imformation/
arganizations/personnel that deal with
these matters. O3

Participants at one of FWRM's warkshap that was facilitated by Ema

Tagicakibau.

owards the middle of next year,
7 the popnlation of the world will
pass & billion people. Reaching
this landmark s an extraordinary
achievement for hunmanity. No era in
history has sustained population growth

so rapid, while at the same ime improving
health and nutritional standands for most

ol the worlis peaple. At the same time
lentility and Tamily size has fallen Faster
tran ever before, The momentum of
pupulation growth has slowed, is slowing
and will slow still further. We have
simmething to eelebrate.

As we reach six hillion, the question s

EI Mmt itwas in 1960, T was
S 1N 1487 that we celebrated reaching

the five billion mark. We e adding 1o
our numbers at the rate of 80 million a
year and will continue o do o Tor most
af Uie decade, What happens aller that
thepends on deeisions niade in the nest
leal yios,

Crwe hiflion of us are hetween 15 and 24
yestrs el They will Lirgely determine
the pace of population growth in the
next century by their decisions on the
sive and space of their families. Their
decisions will be alfected by their
economic well being, by thelr
cducation, by their herlth stiatus — and
by their ability o ke chotees.

For all women and men, hut for young
women especially, ensuring choice is all-
important. This depends partly on their
eiucation, education gives confidence.
It depentds on their gocess to reproductive
health services, including family
planning, the information and means
tir choose. And it depends crucially on
the behavior of men. Men - as [athers,
lushiands, leachers and leaders — must
be preparad o acknowledge women's
rights to choices, and to support the
choices they make.

If women ean chose, they will have
fewer children than their mothers did,
Families will he smaller and population
prowth slower, That is the lesson of the
last 30 years. The nations of the world
agreed that at the Tnternational
Conference on  Population  and
Development in 199 that reproductive
health was a human right. Everyone
lias a right o choose the size and
spacing of his/her famtly  1F they can
exereise their tight o choose, then we
will be on our way to slower and mone |
batanesd population growih. O

3
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PACIFIC REGIONAL
FEMINIST LEGAL
THEORY AND PRACTICE

TRAINING WORKSHOP

eventeen women activisis and lawyers from elght regional countries attentsd

the workshop 2t the Regional Rights Resource ‘feam (RRRT) training room
from 29 June — 3 july 1998. The workshop was funded by Asia Pacific forum for
Women's Law and Development (APWLD) togelher with RRRT

The theme of the workshop was “Gender eguality training for legal
practice”. The main objective was to train and introduce participants 1o feminist legal
theory which will enable them to apply the skills involved in feminist legal practice to
law reform and Higation.

Tssuess that were discussad inchuded:
Gender,
Feminist legal theores on equality in biw,
Thurnan rights;
Analysing discriminating legislation, common law and legal
practices;
Howw 0 wser the 1IN Conventions in cotrt;
Analysing cases;
Mounting test cases;
Farming arpuments for women's equal rights in the law

Coordinator of FWRM, Gina Houng Lee sail the workshop was a first for the Pacific and
weleomad the initiative. This will certainly be an innovative workshop a5 we will look
at how the law discriminates against women. Moreover, it will enable parlicipanis o
come up with steateples to deconstruct the law w ensure that kiws actually assist women
and are not hannful 1o women”. The outcome of the workshop was to;

1. Establish and strengthen the network of activists and lawyers
wurking together for the henefit of women;
Fuild up a eplonal network;
Make further commitments to assist NGO activists in challenging the law and
discrimination of women. O

Ratu Joni Mudraiwini, ”rﬂ'.‘ftll Semswadi aned Imrana Jalal af the
apening af the Feminist Legal Theory & Practice Training Workshop.
.Tfnfn;n:i' g:nq‘. IFJ 4_

NURSING
WORKERS

reastfeadling isa woman's Issue

because It Is every woman's
rights o breastfeed. Women everywhere
should be able to exercise this right.
supporting and promoting breastfeeding
will conteibute to Improving 1he health
status of wornen and children, which in
turn will enhance the social and
economic stats of women.

International Labor Standards

International Labor Organisation’s
(ILO) stand on nursing says that nursing
workers should he entitled to an hour a
dav to nurse her child, she should have
the right to interrupt her work for tis
prapose and these intermphions shiuld
he connted a5 working hours and paid
accordingly.

ILO also recommends that nursing
breaks  should, whenever possible, be
extended to a total of a least one aund hall
houts during the working day, with
aljustments permittedd on the hasis of g
medical certificate.  Nursing and day

care facilities should be established in
work places, meeting adequate standands
for equipment, hygiene and staff.

The Economic Benefits of
Breasifeeding

Breastfeeding can bring economic
benefits to many levels of soclety

For houssholds breastfecding prevents the
unnecessary purchase of breastmilk
substitutes andd feeding equipment. [t also
saves expenses on medical care through
fewer trips to-a physiclan or hospital for a
sick child, medications and time caring
fur st sick chikl 1n addition breastfesding
saves an Lime in preparation fer bottle
feeding such as 1o fetch water, fuel and
cleaning ulensils. 1t also saves on cost of
birth control methods and menstruation
supplics and there is thne saving on
workdays fost in caring for sick children.

For employers, breastfeeding incurs

rather than the criminal ack, which
is assault is the problem."

Gina had  written  that  the
consensual  act  hetween  two
consenting adults is not a crime and
that the issue that needed 1o he
addeessed was Uie ceiminal gct of the
assault: “Would the AR consider
terminating a scholarship if the
recipient has heen a male? Unlikely
I think. The hypocrisy of 4 sociely
that finds adultery acceptable for a
man hut not in 3 woman Is nothing
short of diseriminatory,” Gina writes
calling for FAB not to deny women
the right to tertiary education.

Gina's article was met with mixed
emotions by the general public and
in a letter written to the Letters o
the Editor Column of the same
newspaper; a Fijian man shandered
Gina and FWEM for what he termed
as “promoting advitery,” To this
letter, Gina replied in the same
column that her article was not to
promote adultery but to question
the intention of the possibility of a
scholarship being lerminated for a
married female student because of
her laving an affair, “Our
argument is that this would be
untlikely be so for a4 married male
student in a similar situation. While
adultery is a moral sin, it is not a
crime and we consider the
consenting relationship between a
man and 4 woman to he the
purview of the private domain.
FWRM will continue to fight
injustices against women because of
their gender Lo ensure that women’s
rights are indeed human rights,”
Gina concluded in her letter to the
press. (O

Men of Quality
aren'f scared of
Women of
Eguality.

" FIJI MOTHER LOSES CHILD

TO SAMOAN FATHER

hat happens if your son or
@ daughter is taken away from Fiji

without your consent or is
detained in another country? The fact that
Fiji Is not a signatory to the Hague
Comvention is justone of the many reasons
wity Fili residents are helpless when their
children 2re detained overseas. The
Convention renders a country the
nhligation to abide by inlernational
standards 25 10 bow initial Court decisions
uni the custindy of children are upheld. just
b alert anil take precautions that the
children are not taken out of the country
is the messane one would get after hearing
e story of how s mother in Fiji lost her
sont to a father who is 4 citizen of another
COnmiTy.

Mstraught and helpless, the woman
apreed 10 an interviow with FWRM in the
hope that she is shle to make people In
Fiji aware of the emotional, lepal and
economic consequences of belng subjocted
to stch asituation. In her plight to negain
custody of her son, she became a victim of
i legal hattle that has left her and her
family emationally and financially spent.
This is her story.

T remained friemds with my son's father
even after we split up and 1 wanted the
boy to grow up knowing his father and
his family. Our splil was amicable and |
encouraged my son W aintain links with
his father and his side of the family. His
fathier whe used to reside hers in Fiji would
sometimes have him for weekends and |
dlicl noot ever think that something like this
would happen,” the mother said

Acoording 4o the judement of the Sanoan
13

Court at which the mother lost custody,
"the mother stayed in Fiji with their son at
her parents” home and regarded their
assoctation as at an end although they
still remained in contact and the oy
movied etween: e o their respective
gramndparents undler generous agreements
for access and residence, Both parties wers
working amd it was clear that the
grandparents played a large part in caring
fiar him, with the assistance of house helps.
Moty was never 2 problem, nor was there
any dispute about parentage, the
respondent (the father's) name appearing
in the birth certificate.

The mother who was Hving abeoad had
agreed to allow the boy to go with his
futher 1 Samoa *hecanse his father said
that he had just bullt a house and wanted
his son there for the housewanming and
everything,” said the woman who agreed
o the interview an the basis of anonymily.

‘It seerns that T was crucified for wanting a
career and T was made vut to be a had
mother because T had left the boy with my
parents.” In the ruling, it was stated that
the Judge did not believe that the mother’s
stated Intention of abandoning her plans
10 work in Australia, in favor of returning
tor Fiji to work in her father's husiness and
living in the family home where she could
play an active part in caring for her sm.
“She was never ready o have him live with
Lier in Ausiralia and had no plans to raise
anil take care of him when she obtainel
that ex parte order from the Fiji Courts,” it
was mentloned,

The: agreement between the parents was

Balance Fuﬂt o



that the boy was to be returned to his
grandparents’ a1 e end of his visit to his
Father. ‘He was poing to start Kondergarten
so 1 was concerned that he be hack in Fiji
in time for school preparations.'

Her intention was that her son joined her
onee she had settled In overseas, However,
this wets not b be as the child was detained
by the father who later informed the
mother of his intentions to keep the child
through 2 letter “He didn't even have the
decency to talk directly to me abont it
because he was aware of how 1 would
redet He had elearly beteayed my trust and
1 immediately flew back to Fiji where |
obtained an ex parte order for custedy in
te Magisirate Court 1o Suva’

In response, the father applied to the
Samoan Supreme Court for @ similar order
and subsequently won the case when the
Conrt rejected the mother's claim that the
tather had no right to custody of his
llegitimate child and that only she as his

miother wis entitled

Under this circumstance, the fact that
nelther Fifl nor the father’s resident
country  have ratified the [Tague
Convention was not & compelling factor
tiat made them decide that the mother
should have the child eestored to hee The
Sumean Chief Justice had {in 2 previous
decision) said that the country cannot
stand apart from the rest of the world and
not recopnize that the law had chanped
although it was nol a signatory.

However, under this scenario, the woman's
legal counsel sald that a lawyer can be
compelled 10 advise a client: ‘go and

delay all Court proceedings as long 4s you
can and get a teack cécond with # child of
12 months 4t one place in 4 steady
environment and you have a good chance
of hanging onto the child. On the basis of
the judgment of the Samoan Court of
Appesl, ‘we think it would be disraptive to
send him o Fijl now to live with his mother,
there being nothing in the circumstances
of the case to warrant such a course.’

‘Al of course we were heavily criticiael
for ohtaining an ex parte order from the
Fiji Magisteaie’s Court but one has to
constder the position of the distraught
parent (mother), particularly a single
mother  without  any  official
documentation apacl from the hirth
certificate b say that the child is hers. She
has to go to another jurisdiction to face
immigration officials and Court officials
and clabm that s child is solely hers for
reasons that she is entitled to take the chilid
from the jurisdiction. So that was the
teason why an application was made and
all these: ex parte onder, uncomtested,
papers not served from the other side
because she had to have something
beyond the birth certificate to say this child

s mine, T am the mother of the child and
at the moment I lave sole custody of the
child under Fiji jurisdiction. But the child
was taken out of the ¥iji jurisdiction to
another Jursdiction,” said the cousellor

He emphasized that there was no social
wellare independent report instigated Dy
Uie Samicen Court or assessmient a8 b how
the mother or the father related to the chilid,
‘Tt was really a fait accompli that was
reinforced by the Courts decision. The
parties were evenly halaneed and eould
have looked after the child equally.” He
added that they had argued that onder
the Samoan Law the mother of a child
borne out of wedlock was the sole
costodian. Tn the Lower Courl the judge
sl that the illegitinucy was irrelevant
anid therefore it was open to either party to
be considersd for custody.

The mother of the child had gone to
samoa earlier before the Court battles
began in an atiempt 1o retrieve her son.
Mothier and son flew out of Western Sani
info American Samog in the hope that
they could escape the Samoan jurisdiction.

However, a5 is the case In most sland

siateh the child, hang on to the child,  Part of FWRM's Family Law Legal Literacy af the 16 Days of Action
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exhibition held in Suva.
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the tople in newspaper,  tadio. TV, book-
oty et

Domestic Violence (DV);

The aim of this topic is for hushands/males
to treat women wilh respect and dignity
and viee-versa, decrease DV in Taveuni,
Strategies recommended inchided com
pulsory connseling for couples belore
marrizge, (Law Relorm Proposals),
inrease g of noarrisge and asess level of
maturity, all cases of IV to be reported
and highlighted,

Rape:

“Uhier sirn o this fopic wes o prevent oo
rence of rape on Taveunt, to decreise rape
of females by males, o work towards in-
creased penaltios for rpists. Strategies used
were family upbringing to stress
importance of respect for males/
females. counseling in schools Tor males/
lenmales, comummnily swareriess b diseuss

these Issues, Taw reform  redefine rape
{18 FTWRM sugoests), maximize & carry
aut penglties, consistency by court stan-
dand, evidence to be “fair” wvictims. lobby
fur sensitive and  Delter service by Police
anil Medical, vlucate youths on effects of
rape, use village court svstem of deafing
with such issues in the past.

esponses from the participants were: It
created awareness of women's rights and
the organtzations/personnel availalble
hielp," “Those wonen whose rights luave
begn violated inoone way or another,” "t
increased their knowladge of Family law &
honan riglts.™ “The training neterials
were g5y 1o follow and they appreciatal
the involvernent of the Medical and Police
Foree stafl,” “They would like to fuave
fellow=up workshop/fsessions as the ssues
discussad are important the fact that they
do nol Tve easy access 1o Informatton/
orggnizations/personnel that deal with
Hese miatters. 03

Purticipants at one of FIWRM's warkshop that was facilitated by Ema

Tagicakibau.

WORLD
POPULATION DAY

rwanls the middle of next year,
the popnlation of the world will
pass & billion people, Reaching
this bandmark is an extraordinary
achievement for humanity. No era in
history has sustained population growth
50 rapld, while at the same Hme improving
health and nutritional standards for nust

of the worlds people. At the same time
lertility and Family size has fallen Faster
than ever belore. The mementum of
population goowth fas showad, is slowing
and will slow still further. We have
something 1o celehrate.

As we reach slx billion, the guestion is

whethet we can maintain tis progress.
In 1999, the population of the world
will e twice what it was in 1960. Tt was
only in 1987 tiat we celebrated reaching
the five hillion mark. We are adding 1o
our numbers al the rate of 80 million 2
year and will continne o do so for most
of the decade. What happens after that
depends on decisions made in the next
ten yeans,

e billion of us e hetween 15amd 24
pears old. They will lacgely determine
the pace of populatlon growth in the
next century by their declsions on the
sk sl space of their Bailies. Their
decisions will be affected by their
economic  well  heing, by their
eincation, hy their health stams — and
hy their ability to make choices.

For all women and men, but for young
women especlilly. ensuring choice isall

impartant, 'This depends partly an their
education, education gives confldence.
Tt depends on their access 1o reproductve
liealth services, including lamily
planming, the infommation and medns
o choose. And it depends crucially on
the bebavior of men. Men - as Fathers,
hushands, teachers and leaders — must
he prepared to acknowledge women's
rights to choices, and to support the
choices they nuake.

If women can choose, they will have
fewnr children than thelr methers did
Families will e smaller and population
vrowth slower That s the lesson of e
last 30 vears. The nations of the world
agreed that at the lnternational
Conlerence oo Population  and
Developrment in 1994 e reproductive
health was a human right.  Everyone
has a right to choose the size and
spacing of histher family. If they can
exercise their right to choose, then we
will he on our way to slower and more
balancad popnlation growth, 7 ;
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[ Editorial
Comment;

It this issue of Balance, we feature the
Draft Sexual Assault Offences Legisiation
which the Fiji Women's Righis
Movement submitted to the Fiji Law
Reform Commission (FLRC) in
November 1996,

We tlo this for 2 number of mesons;

(e, awdreness raising to assist the
Movement with lohbying efforts in
pressuring govecnment and influential
policy makers i bringing about
legislative chianges.

1t 15 also fmely to shiare this, given that
the FLRC will present its report, in
October 1998, on the proposed clianges
tor the Griminal Procedures Code (GFC)
under which the Sexual Assanlt Laws
are included.

Also, in the last few months, the media
has played a major role in cultivating
and building public opinion in terms of
the: increased violent cimes on women
and children, ‘The public’s outcry was
very comforting and encouraging.
While we commend the media for this,
w also call for further geader
sensitisation within the media fraternity,

However, no amount of talking, will
hring any solace to the wonen, children
and families subjected to violent sexual
crimes.  What's neoded is ACTTON,

DUR CULIURE OF SILENCE AND
PASSIVITY MUST STOP

Everyone concerned about peace and
the respect for the dignity of women
must demand immediate legislative
reforms wund a change in attitude.

FWRM needs your support in lobbying
for the changes advocated in our
reforms.

(o

FAMILY LAW AND
HUMAN RIGHTS

WORKSHOP, TAVEUNI

By Ema Tagicakiban, FWRM Legal Rights Training Qfficer

Wi in conjunction with the Coordinator of the Taveuni Women's Support
Group (TWSG), Volau Yavalanavanua conducted the ahove workshopatthe
Provingial Meeting House in Somosomo, Tavenni from May 4 - 8, 1948,

Participants inchuded housewives, teachers, medical stall and members of the police
force. They representerd their respactive women's organizations, employers and church
proups, ‘The workshop as a sieategy [or promoting Legal Literscy i the rural commuy
nities was aimed at:

Promoting undenstanding of the law with a special focus on Family Law so that partici-
pants could gain access to information previously out of reach, and to know how
matters are dealtwithbylhe law-enforcement agencies like the Police and Courts;

Challenging attitudes and stereatypes in society so that both men and women could
contrlbute 45 equal partners in the home, community and the nation 25 & whole and
thus to development;

Undestanding that the main focns of legal literacy is about women's and childrers
rights(asthemost disadvantaged groups) as an example of human rights education
The workshop was aimed 4t educating participants L

pain basic knowledge and understanding of family Taw,

be able to identify where the law protecis wornen and where it is
limited;

be able to inform others of their rights and how to access theny;
Suppart amud jssist in seeking changes 1o the law where i is inad-
ejuate.

During the workshop, the four priority areas identified were:

Marriage:

The #im of this topic was 10 promote and/or maintain marriage hasad on mntual
respect and equality Strategies recommended to  participants include
nattiage-counselling sessions, parental workshogs in community, profoting Family
time, law reform based on maturity and not age, lobby for better service/
sensitivity by Polioe and Medical Department.

Child Abuse:

The: aim of this topic was to promote rights of chikdren in family, school, community;
aeducating parents to be more responsible in their mles, increasing awareness of CA
Rape, lobbying Police & Maodical for better and sensitive Lreatment of CA victins;
teviewing cultural aspects that places high acceptance of violenoe as @ micans of disci-
pline.

The strategies emploved: family meeting  counseling, school PTA meeting, home
rehahilitation  program,  laining,  Bose  Ni 'fikina/Yasana,
(village/provincial meetings), regular workshops in villages, repular media releases on

Balunce ,?;:nx Yo
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communities where confidentiality is non-
existen, the father discovered their
whereabouts and enticed them (o remm
e Samoa where he promised that he
wouhd ablow e mother to bring the chikd
back to Fiji, ‘How be found out where we
were was beyond me. But once in Western
Samoa, he lailed 1o keep his word and 1
was [orced to wive up my son agdin lo
him. By this time | was emotionally
exhausted with everything that had been
going vir and just could ot contisue with
the fight to gain custody, 1 then decided 1o
comie hack to Fiji, assess my options and 1
was prepared 1o o back and lghit for legal
custody over my son,” said the cotionally
tlistranght mother

‘Mthough T lost custody over my child in

Samoa, | feel that 1 have done my best to
get my child back even 1o the extent of
fighting lor him in a Samoa Courl. 1 feel
Tor the women who do not have the
linancial means of fighting for custody
owver their children that they have lost to
pariners who take the children out of the
counley, T cannut even gel access to him
in Fiji and can only doso if 1 go to Samoa
to see him, I can only do that on the
condition tat T cancel the ex parte onder
fronm the Magistrates Court in Fiji. But after
all that ie has put me through, T just don't
trust him any more and T am reloctant to
cancel the ex parte onlder. What guarantee
is there that he will keep true 1o his word,
T just have (o wail and pray that sonething
will give and T noay have lim hack,' she
saiel O3

{continued from page T}

‘The report contalis stven parls and 4
summary of the parts is:

I Part one contains the terms
of relerence and scope of
the report;

1. [n part two, the existing le
pal provisions in Fiji deal-
ing witlls the erimes of rape
anil child sexual abuse are
sel oul. There is a brief
analysis of the Hmitations
of the provisions based on
decided cases and women’s
experiences in Fiji.

I The third part sets out the
proposed law reforms sug
gested by the FWRM. There
is a short
iiscussion on the sirennihs
and limits of these recom-
mendations.

. in part four, the existing

MIGRANT WORKERS GO
ON HUNGER STRIKE

inese women migrant workers employed at a local gamment manufactoring
business went on a hunger strike recently in protest against poor work and living
conditions. The women, employees of Ghim Li Fashlons (Fiji) Lid are part of around
100 women migrant employees working at the garment factory. ‘The women had
allegedly locked themselves in their rented apaniment demanding beuter living
conditions which was described as unhealthy, crammed and lacking proper ventilation,
Company officials said that the women had refused food amd had said that their agemt
had jilted them who they claim had over-dedncted their wages. Another woman was
said to have left the flat looking for an altemative accommodation. The woman said
that they hiad been subjected to unst upulous agents who made false promises.

The hunger steike triggered a national outery by unions and woman's groups in Fiji.
Fiji Trades Union Congress’ Pratap Chand said that FIUC had been calling on the
Labor Ministry to ensure that work permits are not granted 1o forelgn workers in the
gament industry because of the current unemployment problem in Fiji. “the Ghim
Li saga brings 15 the forelront the depth of the oppression and exploitation foreig}
workers have Lo go Yaoughe i Fiji,” Mr Chand said

the: Asia Pacific Forum on Women, Law and Development (APWLD) s assigned 1o be
 piirt of a research teaun into the migrant labor sinaation in Fiji, I its repont ai a recent
meeting in Colombo, S Lanks. FWRM had recommended thar 2 stdy be made into
the sitwation of migrant workers in the Pacific, in panticular in Fiji 25 a nsull of the
inerewse of migrant labor since the rise in manufactural exports. It is envisaged that
the result of the survey would render more light it the simation in Fiji and thus pive
credible data for recommendation to Government policy on migrant Jabor in Fijl.

provisions dealing with
child abuse and incest are
sel out with a brief
comment in their limita:
tions.

¥, In part five, the proposed
iraft legislation on sexual
assault is set out and ex-
plained.

Vi The sixth part proposes
draft provisions for amend-
ing and strengthening the
law dealing with the
sexnal abuse of young per-
sons and children.

VIL In part seven, stralegies of
lobbying and potential ar-
eas of conflict and resis
tance from legistators and

I policy makers are dis-

! * :5 = cossed.
M o (b
The Fiji Women's Rights Movement as part of the Labor and Migration ‘Lisk Force of

;\r\s the document draws on the ex-
perience of many jurisdictions it is
hoped thar it will serve as a yseful
resource material in Fiji particularly
in the Asia Pacific region more gen-
erally, for women who are lobbying
for changes in [aws governing
sexual assault. 1
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From the
Editorial
Desk:

We are looking forward to responses from
members who wish to contribute articles
for Balance or to comment on stories
covered so far For more information on
any of the artiles published in this lssue,
do mot hesitate to call or write to the
Coordinator, Gina Houng Lee on the
mamber and address listed below

Interested persons and current
memhbers whose membership have
expired are also asked to please
forward subscriptions to:

The Coordinator

Fiji Women's Rights Movement
PO Box 14194

Suva

Fiji

Telephme: (679) 313156
Facsimile: (679) 314466
Email: fvrm@rrrt.orp f]

Membership Subscription Rates;
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South Pacific Member Countries — FS10
Australia & New Zealand - F$15

Asia & Americas — FS20

Europe & Sub Sahara — F325

Staries written and compiled Dy:
Rosemary Naivaluria, Shelly Emalin
Reo and staff of FWRM.

Layoul & Desktop Publishing by:

Hosermary Nefvaluraa
tdited by: Shelly Emalfn Rao

,%;}; the Fir
Women's L%f'yﬁfs
TMovement and

cSuppnz'f Qs
Nowl!/

NGO COALITION &
SPACHEE SEMINAR

E 7 he NGO Coalition on Human

Rights in conjunction with the

local envitomment  group

South Pacific Avtion Committee for

Human Ecology & FEnvirenment

(SPACHEL) convened a panel discussion

on Weidnesday, June 24 at the FIA Hall in

Suva, The seminar was well attended by

members of the Coalition, diplomatic corps
and the peneral public,

The: topic of the seminar was Human
Rights sl Responsibllity for the Nawral
World and speakers included Dr
Karayathu Koshy who spoke on the topic
Human Rights to Clean air, Stanley Flavel
whiy spoke on The Tmportance of Clean
Seas, Cluire Slatter who spoke on Stosctueal
Adjustment Policies (SAP) and the
Destruction of Nalural Resources, Angie
Heflernan of Greenpeace who spoke on
People’s Responsibility to the Natural
Environment & Riodiversity, Victor Kaisepo
of the Pacific Concens Resources Canler
who spoke on Indigenous Rights and the
Environment and Reverend Pothin Wete
of the Pacific Theology College who spoke
o the topic Our Refigions: Responsibility
for the Tavirnment.

Citizenship Constitution of Fiji's (CCF) and

FWRM supporier Claire  Slatter's
presentation was of special interest to the

]
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aundience  generating  debate  aod
discussion. She spoke at length on the effect
of 5APs 1o the nawral environment,
“Hecause they were initially concerned
with ensuring that indibted countrics met
their debt payments, which had to be paid
in foreign curencies, SAPs encouraged
increased production lor the export
miarket. Since mwst of the world economies
are prlmarily cheap producers of nawral
resources and agricuitural commaodities
(a lepacy of colonialism) - this is what
their economies #re based on — this
resulted in intensified production ol
agricultural commodites. The massive
foss of natural foresis in regions of the
economic South are in the last decade and
half directly linked to the pressures of
countries in these regions o angmerit their
foreign exchange earnings by selling their
maiural resourees,” Claire said

Claive said that because SAPs are pedalled
as the magic formula for achieving
economic growth and hecause neo-liberal
economics lias become onbodoxy, many
Governments loday accept them as
common sense and citizens are rarely
consulted before Governments adopt such
palicies. She emphasizad on the impact of
plobalization with the implementation of
such concepts as the Multilateral
Agreement on Tnvestment (MAT) which
renders  powerful

private intercsts the

priority af the expense

of the rights of states

; and ordinary citizens.
Ms Slatter is also the co-

i author of the FWRM
published vesearch on

woinen workers in Liji

the Law M
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DRAFT SEXUAL ASSAULT
OFFENSES LEGISLATION

n jane 7 1998, FWRM held o
O discussion evening with other

women on the Drall Sexual  As-
sault Offenses Legistation with Vani
Tmalaki as the resource trainer. Women
aftended the discussion from other NGO,
Young Lawyers Association and also
FWERM stall and colleetive members.
FwiRM had mode
A reference 1o the g
hsia Pacific Forum
ont Women, Law
amtl Development
(APWLIY) on May g ¢
25, 1995, as parl |

lebhy for Law re-
forms on rape,

The document
e pecessiny imprivements o promole
eguality for women within the existing
legal system with particulur regand to
sexual offences. The recommendations
were ade pursuant o the Fiji
governments ratification of the Conven-
tion for the Elimination of all Forms of
Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW)
and its conmmitrnent  thereusder o sub-
stantive cquality for women. Specilic roc-
ommendatinns were made o reform the
existing laws dealing with rape and child
sexual abuse 1o bring them into confor-
ity with constitutional guarantees to

wanien's equality and in discharge of the
spvermnenl’s  obligations wnder CEDAR

The recommendations were basad on the
assurplion that the s Gl w deal of-
Tetively with vinlenee pemrated by men
on women. and ugainst children and
voung persons. The lepal system itselt

r‘ = g .‘ ( ' v
recmrfﬂi'é’ﬁ{ﬁfd huving o disewssion on sexual offences af FWRM's office.

has played 4 role in recreating and rein
[oreing women's subordination. These
asstmnptions and the wbe of L sne ex-
plaimed anl discusid in the memorin
dum

The memorandum had been complisd
with the hefief that the criminal justice
systern can play 4 significant role in the
process ol replacing the myihs about rape
antl sexual as sanlt, and the stereotyped
views of the situations in which such
crimesoccur, Itean substitute such myths

and stereatypes with views that are based
What's in this issue:

on facts and empirical evidence, which
e redevant 1o e legal definitions of rape/
sl assault. The objective is to trns-
farnn the way in which prosecutors analyse
and present the issues 1o be decided in
such cases huilt en an analysis based on
law snd - not myths,  Prosecutorial strat-
epy can he influential in challenging
these mvths and replacing them with fac
Lual accouns of the is
st relevant in law to
rape and sexual as-
sault Aaed this process
in tum can influence
the way in which rape
& and sexual crimes are
petceived and

undenstid by society,
It order to understand

how this shift can be brought about it is
imporlant to look in detail at both the
existing sl the proposod legal definitions
of rape and semal wsault

The recommendations in e report draw
tm the experience of Fiji wormen and con-
temporary research that analyses the im-
pact of the existing laws dealing with sex
crimes on women. In addition, it draws
o the reforms at Lave been imple-
mented or proposed vis a vis the applica-

tion and impact of sexual assault laws.
{continucd on page 15)

Greenpeace activist Angie Heffernan, lefi, (one of the speakers at the NGO/
SPACHEE seminar), Maureen Penjueli and Craig Pradt fight for human
rights fo clean environment.
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