SISTERS - IN - LAw

iy Asenaca Uleiviti

. The right of a wowman fo be admitled
(e the by} £s a misnomer. .. 8 is nol a
cariion fate right. It fs a privilege. . wlich
has been confined fo male sex. "
Burnside [in REEDNTH HYNES (1) (1904)
& WALR 209 A1 243.. .214.

?iii now hoasts some thirty odd

women lawyers of its own, all with
overseas university qualifications. In a
couple of years this number will almost
iriple with the first law graduates from
the University of the South Pacilic 1o
jnin the profession, There lies a mixture
of advantages and some concerns both
for the profession and women bawyers
in general. The number
to date has increased
largely in recent years
and the need to form
ourselves inlo some
manner of
organization has come
lacgely [rom recent
additions of the
profession for various
reasons.  Whereas
more  established
women menibers of the

profession hold Wajor pirectar of the Fiji Law Reform Commission, Flarence Fenton (fourth

regulations to advocate and promote
women’s issnes and concerns. In the
area of domestic violence, sexual
assault on women, sexual abuse ol
children, maintenance and custody of
children, inter alia the laws and
enforcement thereof are profoundly
inequitable to women given the fact that
women anywhere in the world have very
special needs and difficulties in the
wider scheme of gender analysis both
on the micro and macro levels of
sutiety.

Whereas changes do not happen
overnight, il is a promising beginning
at least that the profession is taking on

:';'_

f

Mere Puleq, e first Vijian wonrn o
graduate with a Law degree currently
holds the position of Associate
Professor and Director of (he Instinite
of Justice & Applied Legal Studies at the
University of the South Pacific. She also
works 45 4 part me Commissioner for
the Fiji Law Reform Conunission and is
a member of the Review Team (o the
Department of Social Welfare. Ms Pulea
graduated a5 a Barrister from Lincolns
Inn in London. She also holds a (hree-
year appointment with the Asia Pacific
Center for Environmental Law at the
Faculty of Law, the Nutional University
of Singapore. She was instrumental in
assisting  the
Department of
Environment Lo
deall the
Sustainabie
revelopment
Bill on
cavironmental
Eows in Fiji.

Aruna Prasad
is a former
Magistrate in the
Suva Magistrate
Courl and was

public positions and from fefi) - a woman "first" in the legal profession with ather guests al g s 2 role
significant posts with #WRM’s buak launch.

private organizations

and have made their marks in the
profession, younger and pewer
members see the nced to build
network and support systems with such
memhbers and indeed look to carviug
themselves a place within the
profession and socicty in general. The
common theie amongst the group is
“reform”, social justice and
responsibility,  human  righus,
constructive and innovative changes
generally.

The laws as they are practiced and
applied in Fiji are not women-friendly.
They certainly require some innovative
and creative applications and rigorous

interpretation of statutes and
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a new gender balance, The babance is
not so visible in the courtrooms. The
reason heing those only five women are
employed in private practice. Most
women lawyers were lrained on
scholarships are bonded for several
years upon graduation either by serving
government institutions, statutory
bodies or private corporations until
such time as when they are Iree Lo
explore new prounds.

Fiji's first wontan Magistrale was Vasega
Heln of Tongan heritage but raised and
educated in Liji. Ms Heln is currently a
leading member of the profession in
Tonga and has certainly left her nuark
in Fiji for women.

8

model lor
women lawyers especially when their
mothering role could accommodate a
professional career.

Madburi Sharma is a current Deputy
Registrar of the Nigh Court of Fiji in
Suva. She started her career with GP
Lala & Associates and then worked as
a tax Jawyer with the Department of
Inland Revenue.

Nazhat Shameem is the Director of
Public Prosecutions, 4 role she appears
to have juggled successfully with
motherhood, homemaking and with
the adverse demands thal are attendant
on the office. Working under the DPE,
senior legal officer Laisa Lavet has been
in charge of the DPPs office in Labasa

(GENDER APARTHEID WORSENS IN

AFGHANISTAN

Ow.ra}'c:tr s paassed sinee the Taliban

extremist group ok vver the Alghan
capital of Kabul in September 1996 and
made women prisoners of their owa
lhomes, Despite international outrage al the
treaiment o Alghan women, the sitietion
Tor women worsened. Women in the
southern two-thirds of Afghanistan
controfled by the Taliben continie o he
prohibited from working, and girls from
ening to school, In addition, the Taliban
recently decreed that women cannot be
treated eyuadly at the some hospitals as men.
Accoriling to Time magazine, the only
hospital available for women in Kabul isa
crumhling huilding with no running water
andd 10 operating room. Foreign aid
apencies cannol keep op with the growing
negd for lond by women and children,
hecause the women cmnol work o sappor
themselves.

Women re forhidden Lo beave their homes
without being aceompranied by a close male
velative and even when they do leave their
homes, they must be covered head 1o-toc
with 2 burqga, Women re shot, beaten sl
killed for disobeying these rules. Atz Howse
ol Representatives briefing on the situation
ol wonsen In Afghanistin, Momin Qriyomi,
an Afghan nurse who lived under nurse
whi lived under (e Falibsn role, testifled
thiatl when the Faliban ook over Julidbad
where she lived, "they closed and pul hig
locks on schools and hospilads.” She st a
veiled woman and her hushand being
hewten with metal cables by the Taliban
because a bit of the woman's feel were
showing. She saw the Taliban killing women
and men by slitting their throats and then

Lughing as they pewred hot B oil into the
cuts wnd the bodics jumped in what they
called the “dance of death.”

The Taliban seem imnune lo internatona]
outrage, They arrested and dermined the
highest ranking Luropeuan Union
representlive fo visits Alghanistan in the
past year, Emma Boniono s well as CNN
correspondent Clristiine Amanpour, s
they and other meade sovides inswonmen’s
hospital, despite the Esct that the European
Union hus pledged $40 million in
emergency aid 1o Alphanistan, Their
immunity is bulstered by the Bact tha Sandi
Arahia and Pakistan, two US allies, are
repurtedly heswily Tanding and supporting
them.

The VS has sasd that il will nol recognise
the Talibsan and the VS Senae s passed
resolution condemning the talibins
discrimination against women and girls.
The resolution asks President Clinton (o
continue monitoring humn rvights in
Afghanistan; to call for an end fo
diserimintion dgainst women and girls,
The resobution asks President Clinton (o
continue manitoring human rights in
Afghanistan; o call Tor an end to
discrimination and harassment of women
andl givds; to call upon Pakistan o influenee
the Tliban to cease huntn rghts viokitions
and discriminations apainst women and
virls; und (o call upon 4l nations o cease
providing linancial and militoy assistince
tw (he Taliban and any other Afghan group
that ubuses hunin rights, Rep. Garolyn
Maloney (1-NY) has introduced a similar
resolution in the 1S lHouse of
Representatives. mm

since January 1995,

Florence Fenton is Divector of the Fiji Law
Refurm Comnission, o position which
certzinly holds much promise in terms of
anticipated changes in the Loy for gemnder
s sl enuity,

Imrana Pairvicia Jalal wis the former
Public Legal Advisor with the Social Welfare
Department which cagrcity hrought many
challenges and experiences of Fiji women
who are predominantly seeved by the PLA
ulfice. Sheisa pantner both professionsally
el i mateimionial teems in the Liw rm ol
Jamandas Jabd & Assocites, As well a8
heing 1 mother, Ms Jalal is the resource
tratineer in the Regiomal Hunstnicin Rights
Vluesition Resouree Team (RIIT) attached
Lo the British Aicd efTice in Suvawith a briel,
spanning the entive region on gender
rieserch,

Salote Kaimacuata was (he Public Legal
Advisor having also served in the D'
oflive for several years. In her work as PLA
Ms Kaimacuoata encounlered ntjor
Challenges in the severe workdoad and heily
construined government resources in her
nffice. She later hecame @ legal resesrch
oflicer for the Regional Rights Resource
"l (RRIEY).

Tamara Jayatitake and Vasantika Patel are
hoth sole practitioners running (heir own
practices in Suva and Nadi respectively
providing remarkable role models for
other women, As such priviale practice
within the profession is slowly being
embraced bywomen members and perhugs
it s lime has come,

Five other women are employed in privie
practices, This is alwiys @ promising
heginning in one’s prolessional cireer
where one gins the full range of issues
encoumtered in the profession, At the fime
ol wriling this seticle there is no wonegn

Judge and itis imperstive tha the Judicial

Services Comnussion rtes e concerm very
highly, This is certainly 4 point of

sipnificance for women's kiwyers network, which can lobby [or such appoiniments. Fiji's livstindigenous woman Magistraie Makeret
Wagavonavono presently pructives in the lirm Messrs Essesinvarm & Company: This is wwelcome breakthrough in the profession, 1Uis

hope Ut mere women will uspire to the bench and magistracy in time. According to the Police Prosecutor Inspecior Penmal Naidu. ...
“itisvery hard for men to put themselves inwomen's shoes. " in terms of accuseds’ sind victims experiences and how a Magisinile or
Juhge deals with the same. Women buwyers groups are far more sruciured and lrmealized in overseas in oversess jurdsdiction. In Fiji,
itis only in an embryonic stage butwith long-term visions of organiztions wnder which the bigger issues can be betler chatlenged and
puinstied. Cenaintywe do not discount any fortheoming support from mele collegues in the profession inaccepting teat much benefilcan
enstie from such an organization and much less o lose, ifany. =

Adapted from Vifi Law Talk, May 1996.
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LAUNCH OF BOOK: LAW EOR -PACIFIC WOMEN

au March 9%, 1998, the buok Law

Jor Pacific Women: a legal rights
Detnedbook weitten by Imeana Jalal and
publishied by FWERM was launched by
the Prime Minister of 5 =
Fiji, Sitiveni Rabuka
al the  residence
of the British IHigh
Commissioner in Fiji,
Micheul Dibben.

The launch  was
an auspleious alfair
attended by over 300
people from  various
sectors  of  the

overseas countries to  the ook,

be at hds signilicant

occasion for the Movement and the
anthor, Imrana Patricia Jalal.

Members  of  the  diplomalic
corps, Governmenl officials and
representatives rom the private seclor,
civil organizations wal e media cane
together to celebrate the event with stall
and members of the
Liji Women's Riglis
Movemoent.

FWRM Coordinator
Gina Houng Lee
welcomed guests in
a speech and she
spokeaboul FIWRM's
roles and objectives
and  whuat  the

Movement has  Director of Public Prosecutions, Nazhat Shameem (middle) with former
accomplished since Permanent Labor Arhitrator and carvent Chief Magistrate Rain Joni
Madraiviwi were amongst gresis af the lanneh,

its  estublislunent.
“You nuay lave seen us marching in
the streets of Suva demanding e
recognition of women's rights and
while this is a visible activity, this is but
one strategy that we have used to work
lowards achieving our mandate and
vision," she told puests,

Sloe suid et one pacticelar activity tial

FWRM is involved in is in raising public
conscionsness of women's concerns.
“Public opinion s indecd crucial. We
lave played an important role in

A\

penerating public opinion which allows
people to question the injustices done
Lo women," she said, Ms lloung Lee
also spoke aboul the initiatives thai
FWIRM had taben in the past 1o addeess
discrimination against women such as
spearheading the Women's Coalition
for Citizenship Rights which involved

1

lobbying for the amendment of
Citizenship Laws which discriminated
against women, She spoke about
FWRM's projects and the activities the
Movement implements such as ils
education and awareness progrns.
She then called on the Permancnt
Arbitrator Jon Apted who gave a short

il . -
commmmity in Fiji swod  Awtlor, Tmeana Jolal (middle) with Prime Minister Sitiveni Rubka

gnests traveled from and Britivh High Commissioner Mike Dibhen during the lannch of

speech about the author Ms Jalal. Mr
Apted is a lifelong friend and colleague
of the author.

In his speech, Fiji's
Prime Minister
commended Ms Jalal
for her initiative in
writing the hook. I see
a  deep personal
concem for justce and
I also see a persomal
concern for women
who suoffer injustice
ander  the  very
instruments that are
expected to protect
then.

Concern Tor the lepal
rights and staius of women, concern
with the wiy women are regarded and
treated in society and concern with the
need by ensore that women enjoy equal
opportunities both in their professional
life and in contributing to the good
governce of their counwy, are the
themes that ron twough  this

pioncering worly,”
”Ms Rabuka 1old
lests.
He said that the
hook also carried
with it the hope thal
it owill Telp 1o
sensilize every
seement of societies
o in the Pacific wd in
perticukar, the policy
nutkers, legislators
amil goardiuns ol
the farw, on
particular areas where further
improvements are needed to fully

ensnre that women’s hunro rights are
protectedd.

Trag

* As an wdvecacy tool, this handbook
will assist in identilying areas for legal
reforms, 1t will assist those advorating
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CAMPAIGN FOR SACKING
OF WOMAN MINISTER

By Zeynep Erdim

Anlara - “Three women don’l nvake a
man,”  Isilay  Saypin,  Minister
cesponsible for women's affairs said
these words years ago. Some women
who have started a cangrign o call Tor
Saypin's vesisnation believe she bas not
changed since that time.

Halim Guurer, one of te founders of
the Ucan Snpurge (Flying Broom)
Women's Association says, many
previows female politicios who
achieved the swme statos went through
a positive process and perceived
women's consciousness while (hey
were in olice. "Turlan Abyol, hersell
stated that she learned how to see things
from the women’s standpoint after she
becume minister, Owiy Mpago, who
dectared hersell “not a feminist but 4
Kemalist" realized the importance of
[eminist movements in order (o raise
consciousoess when she was the in the
same position,” said Guner.

The cunpagn stated last week after
an interview with Saypin, conducted by
the daily Sabah's correspondent, Neze
Duzel. Saygln's words on women and
feminist dssues caused @ kage anmount
of controversy and were not welcomed
not only by women bt also by many
L

Saypin's approval of the virginity testad
her presentation of the test a
“necessily”, as well as her draft that
requires equal prison sentences for
men and women found guilty of
adultery, caused tension amongst
various groups, Some of Saygin's
conunents were as follows:

“Imprisonment  will  discourage
adultery. They will be humiliated in
public. Educating children is the duty
of the mother and the father. The siate
is @ [ather. Let's shdp the virginily issue,
It doeso't bother me. T do whidever

Tarkish traditions and customs request
and require of a family.

Girls who have committed suicide
because they were loreed o take a
virginity test would have committed
sticide anyway. T don’t thinkethis is really
impoctnt, Five or Uwee pirls, its doesn’l
matter. A girl should not enter into such
dialogue with a man."

T don’t have a private lile. Tan single.
Maybe T would not have been so
successful if 1 had been married.”

Saygins' latest words are the straw that
broke the camel's back. Many
columnists referring to Duzel's
interview asked Saygin, what she
understood aboul the terms “human
rights” and “privacy of lle” and the
“limits of the state's protection of
people.”

Guner says the Minisiry of Women's
Allirs was sajor acldevenent by
women, which they ave gained afler
years of struggle and hard work.
“Saygin is there in vain, To be able 10
suy 3 or 5 women might die is not
something out of the blue; she was
always like that,” says Guner.

The campaign calling for Saygin's
resiguation is planned 1o grow, not only
remaining s 4 pelition. Threough the
campaign, wemen wint to pase teir
voices once again and demand their
natiral rights, such as heing the sole
owner of their bodies. Tn the longer
term, these issues — e integration of
women in politics, adultery and the
virginity test  are planned to be
discussed on international platforms
and in more public activities, The
campaign is not run by specific
arganization but is fully supported by
large groups of women from
universities, women's organizations
and by fndividuals, mm

FWRM Holds
Strategic Planning
Meeting

FWEM staff and Management
Commitice members will be
converging at the Centra Resort in
Pacific arhour on the weekend of
May 2th and 10th to discuss
directions in which the Movement
will move towards for future
sustainability. The meeting is being
held in response (o TWRM's
difficulty in securing funding for
projects and recarrent costs such as
rent and salacies, UNDPs Canada
Fund NGO strengthening officer Jon
Taylor will be Facilitating the
meeting which Include the following
items on the agendas: FWRM'S vision,
oppormnities and threats and how
the Movement enyisages itsclf
in the pext decade. Members
are invited to submiil personal
recommendations as to how the
Movement can hecome more
sustainable in terms of lunding and
how the the organization is being
run, We weleome suggestions for
fundraising and we urge members
to please Indicate your availability
in assisting staland active members
in FWHM's fundeaising initiatives,

=
Funpraising Drive!!
— -

FWRM will be holding a
fundraising evening at the Fiji Arts
Club on Selbourne 5t, Suva on May
20th, 1998, The evening will
feature a play called The
Anniversary Present by leading Fiji
and Pacific playwright Larry
Thomas, The play looks at issues
facing families in Fiji today and
depicts how a mother in Fiji tries
to cope with everyday challenges.
Tickets are on sale at the FWRM
office at $10. Wine and cheese will
be served!!
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ENVIRONMENT HEALTH & F1J1 TopAYy

eleai'l}r it makes more sense to

prevent disease than to search for
cures after people become ill.
Pesticides, fngicides aud herbicides
remain in (he soil and in vegetable
material for many years after they
are used and make their way inlo
our bodies through the food chain,
Once in the body, they lodge in
fatty tissue such as female breast,
mother’s milk and the cells of the
developing fems. This is &

why organically grown { ) 3
foods are becoming @5~
increasingly popular E,

overseas; they do not | S8
poisan you. w L

e
There are also mapy ==

=
arficles appearing on LPEE B
organic control or = Vi,
pests amd weeds and of &
the wse of nawral
organic fertilizers. We

o X

airport is so dangerous; it hurns plastics
from planes dousing everyone around
in lethal chlorine compounds.
Radiution: the falloul [rom weapons
tests all over the world include
stonglivme 90, plutonium, uraniym,
radivin, and thorivmg a0l substances
stored in our bones, This applics oven
to people as tests concluded.  Human
epes und sperm are universally
contaminated, The resulis are cancer,

T el
3
e

ey

Fiji's environment is susceptible to global warming and weomen will

need ta develop similar Sind it harder and harder to find food such as roatcrops us Tunds dry

B s ek

warming. They are particularly
dangerous 1o children.”

Aren’l you liappy to live in Fijit There
may be fewer cars and boses tan in
other countries, but they we just as
dirty, and no-one in authority seems 1o
have the guts 1w do anything about it
The companies introduced lead free
petrol, after all, not at the behest of
Governmenl. Think of how much

F‘Tﬁm money it woulidl save
Tertta . i !

1=
o

A see the country i the

&: clean ap their act,
el
y Perhaps we can take

W every bus and trock
 spewing black smoke
and publish the list in
% the newspapers cach
week - numbers and
A the name of company,

processes suited 0 up. Phato by Vocus, Australian Agency for International - By Huth Lechle,

Fiji’s silwation,

Chlorine s highly toxic material (gas)
and combined with carbon cremtes
organochlorides found in many
products: cleansers, bleaches, paper,
plastics.  They  cause  hormaone
disruptions, infertility, birth defects,
impaired development and they upsel
our metabolism, cause behavioral and

"Organic food are
becoming
increasingly popular
overseas; they do not
poison you."
nenrological  changes,  immune
suppression and caneer, 177 different
organachlorides have been identified
in hupan Eaty tissue, blood, mother’s

milk, semen and even in exhaled air
form humans.,

This is why the incinerator at the Nadi

Developient.

miscarriages wud infant deaths, penetic
diseases, physical deformity and mental
retacdation,

The military is the single largest polluter
and causes 10-30 per cent of all
cnvironmental depeadation. The 1§
Public Itealih project found a large
increase of breast cancer in women
living near nuclear facilities. And the
UsA, France and lritain, countries who
have callonsly exposed us also live in
supposedly clean and healthy island
environmienl to radiation, tor fifty years.

Air quality: Toxins and carcinogens
come [rom motor vehicle exluusts and
industrial envissions. Here is a good
bumper sticker from Greenpeace,

“This car emits carbon dioxide, carbon
wonoxide, nitrogen oxides, sullur
dioxide, benzene, aldehydes and
methane. They canse respiratory
diseases, cancer, smog and global
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FWEM  Member
& World YWeA
Pacific Health Desk

"The military is the single
largest  polluter and
causes 10-30% of all
environmental
degradation. The US Public
Health project found a
large increase of breast
cancer in women living
near nuclear facilities.
And the USA, FRANCE and
Britain, countries who have
callously exposed us
also live in the supposedly
clean and healthy island
environment lo radialion,

Sfor fifty years."

for legal reforms to he able 1o ask pertinent questions in respect ol the Liw and its application, he added.

He further spoke about Government's commitment to wonen saying that the new Constitution 1o be enacted in July, 1998
will effectively remove those discriminatory citizenship provisions which have long been a symbol of discrimination against
women in Fiji.

“All these demonstrate our collective
will in Fiji lo move towards a socicty of
the kind that T am committed to as your
Prime Minister, a sociery which all
citizens, as individuals and as
communities, ircespective of gender,
race , religlon or economic siams are
cqual in law and in heir fundauental
rights and freedoms.

In keeping in line with Government's
commiiments 1o the Plan of Action
adopted al the UN Conference on
Women in Beijing, the Ministry of Women has identiied priority areas for follow up action by Government which will be
undertaken in close courdination and collaboration with women's NGOs that are actively engaged in promoting the
interests of women, children and e Funily" he said, e landed women's NGOs for the good work they Iave done which was
veflected in the hook and he said that the collective efforts of civil organizations were contributing in 2 simificant way to the
increased awareness of the various areas of concern of NGOs. '

FWRM Coordinutor Ging Honng Lee , Dre Mridula Soinath and Viniana
Seeto (FIWRM Collective members) pictered here with last Mike Dibben,

He abso gave ackmowledgements Lo the early efforts of women's proups who have had 1o work in sivations where their
disadvantaged positions are usually accepted and defended as the norm because such conditions conform to the diciates
of custom and tradition. *'They established the Fiji National Council of Women to provide a united front in voicing women's
concerns to Government,” e concluded by saying that as the Prime Minister, he was committed to encouraging the
integration of women in lis cabinet and also in his party 1o stand [or e forthcoming general elections. I for one would like
o see 4 big increase in the mumber of women candidates and if T Prime Minister again, T will nike sure that 2 reasonable
number of my appointees to the Senate are women because | recognize thal women make up budf of the population.”

FWRM collective member Viniaa Secto ended the evening with a speech thanking guests for atending the kunch in
particular the funders of FWRM who have made it possible for the Movement to continve its work towards improving the
status of women in Fiji. [l L Ry

Vi

Tamsin Vuetilovoni, Gréenpeace — vt

X NE (¥

& L C oy ol it
Artene Griffen, TSP - £ baren 'l actially read

Tigser Vi, Dopd of women - [ believe the

the hoels biet fust glarreing throngh, it's
fivhed af the vight level and great in the
way '8 bedd wnd, the langrage and the
scape of infarmation provided a3 an
excellend resource for edwcators and
reasedrchors. The launch wax five in
attracifng the kind of pablicity and
exfrasere for fhe soch word,

is o (nspiration o ws all in the XG0
marvement. ur strugples for lhe
entvirmment, for seclal change, for
equallly and jusiive appear mare hope

Sl wwith an exanple of havd words and

deelicalion. Nainasa Whippy, Greenpeace —
I wwas studying v aed this was my text
o, L avonld fove my sluaiex! 1 iy so gy
i rewed, xo fopical

I

Dook will perticndarly be nsed by advocates
dis a gerbdle for papers and effors regarding
the rewiew uf fegisiation, mechanisms, and
Procedures and puddalies fo sivengthen the
lfegal pasition of women in Pacific
corniries. Vinaba rabafern Durana for
this gifl and all your work with women
Foseards demistifving the late.
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ON THE BOOK - LAW FOR PACIFIC WOMEN

7!:: Dook Law for Pacilic Women:  Jegal

rights Tuindbook writien by FWRM member
Tmrana Judal and published by PWEM and
Eumched on March 117, 19498 is the (iest
comprehensive book ever w be writlen
ahonl women and the Faw in the Pacilic,
The hook covers o wide vange of issues
conceraing women snd their legal rights.
s Jatdatd sanied b she waes driven 1o write
the hookoowt ol anger

st e imjustices thal [

s cased towomendin |
the Pacilic hecause §
theyarewomen,”

The hook covers
dliverse areas of the
b sl us issues of
the Tvw i winmen's
Bives —whiaal i e fasy, B
its contents wnd
stepetures s

Crimine sassaullaginstwomen in the home
is alse covered in the hook by looking
domestic violence and howwidespeesd it
is, myths and legiskuion, court and police
powersand practives, sentencing and civil
detions.

Achapter on womenis criminal delendings
is st covered in the ook by leeking i
ahaortion, infanticide and prositution.

willi men. <Al the countries in this ook
B insteuments of gvernance thal make
ligh-minded pledges ahout secoring rights
of individuals (e childven, men and
women ). The reality as this work
demonstrutes i somewhat dilferent.
Whether it is the law relating 1o
corroborsion in ripe cases o evidentiary
riles in matrimenil disputes, or the
entrenched sud often
discriminuatory
alliludes Trm (he
bheach, or  the
application  of
customary law and
praviices i
lwsoever, (hey all
serve o underscore
the imferior st of
women. A shired
common b hertpe
and e Jarcgely

feminism. 1 alse  Women of the Pacific. Samoa's Mrs Ruby Fa'a, Elizgabeth Reade Fong of pavvizrehal nature of
books i constinutional  Fifi, USP Lecturer Professor Konai Heluw Thaman of Tonga , Mrs Hazelman  Pagilic societies ave

status, cllizenshipand @ Samoa and Samoan lawyer Ms Kota Peteru were also at the fannch,

he ofien conlliving relaionship heiween
costomary. b snd Tormal Tiw, Land
owmership rights and secess is ulso looked
sl and indigenous winmen's vights to End
owmership.

e ook then looks at sexeal olfenses
agstinst women and childven coveving areas
like rape myths sind the history ol the kw
ool vape, sexunl offenses tytingt women and
its degsl definitions and legiskion,
incidence, reporting i sentencing, sexmd
ollensies against childdren wnd coud powers
and practices, consent, corroboration and
credibility wnd civil actions for sexual
HRCHITHS

Marriage amil separsstion, divoree, cusody,
access and guardizmship of children,
maintenaace for murried women and
legitingte children, matrimonial property,
dee ety rebaionships, wliliagon ad ol
childeen, women and work, women
Lwyers and Jegad died Tor women und
stesttegios for chunge soe fssues that the book
lse covers.

In his loreword of the book, Chief
eagisteate of Fiji, Rt Joni Madriwiwd siid
thatcricial o theabjective of the principals
ol Fiemess and cowity s the vole of e law
whicl defings the vights of women hul
sebdomsessures them Tl egqual henefits

atlss pliayedd their pran,”

Mr Meadlriwivd saied that women in the
Pacilic will weleome the book ds the subject
willallow sl eebaies their omn experienoes,
“And should enly ome wonkta hecomes
empowered by this book, it will live
(allillesd (b promise. it holds out, ws well
as the hopes of all those who seek the
iprvement of women' begal stalos s par
ol the continuing search for complete and
mesimingiul pender coquaditg, A “must rewd”
publication for these interested in women
stuelics and the Jaw in (e Facific as tis
ook embrees the kows ol Fijfi, Kiriba,
Nawrn, Solomon Iskmds, Tonga, Tuvalu,
Vi snd Western S, w8

ﬁ_-

FWRM Hovps BunGer TALKS
FWRM convened a meeting to discuss Governmienl's 1999 Budget al the FWRM olfice on Tuesday. May 5th in which
representatives from Women's Action for Change (Peni Moore), the Narional Council of Women (Titilia Naitini and Li[l.“.l.!l
Bale) and the Department of Women (Seini) attended. According to Coordinator Gina, women's NGUs were interested |
in learning about the budget process. The forum was 4 follow-up 1o 4 meeting convened by the 1iji Council of Churches
lor dicuss ways in which NGOs are able 1o infuence the Budger Process. ‘From this meeling, we endorsed tiat a dralt
paper be presented to the next FOC meeting to highlight women's concerns which kugely involves the review of flrrrr.-ul!
policies on women and idemify comumon problems that women face, allocation of resources in line with Government's
commitment 1 Befjing - to meet the needs of women, the isste of unpaid work to be costed and included in the hudp,z-i’
as part of the GDP Product, formulaion of policies 1o vedressing gender disparity, access to biluteral lmding and wavs|
in which the Deapriment of Women cun actively support our individual organizations’ work.

—

NEw RAPE LAW SIDES WITH
VicTtiMms - PHILIPINES

%!lmw‘rwiﬂ a ppevieling be bluned

for being the wrong place at the wrong
time, A new anti-rape law signed by
President Fidel ¥V Ramos last 30
September 1997 makes rapes a public
crime instead of simply a private one.
This means that other than e vietm,
authorities can now press charges.
Moreover, "the law is wvictim —
conscious,” says Ewyer Zenida Reyes,
“The victim does nol have o be
subjected to lmmiliation anymore.”

In the past vape was delined a3 a
violation of a woman's chastity - 2
holdover from the Spanish penal code
of the 18" century. 11 a woman wias
considered proudscuous, i was casy
to convinee a court that she had
consented to having sex, If she was a
prostitute, she might as well forget
aboul pressing chiurpes. Moreover, an
accosed can still beat the charges if he
weds the victim, “The present law is
saying rape is nol aboul repulation or
sexual history. It is a violation of 2
person,” says Lawyer Evelyn Ursua of
e Women's Tegal Burean.

Unider the new Faw, a0 wile can charge
ber husband with vape. Tt so widens
the definition of the crime lo include
penetration with foreign object as well
a5 non-consensual anal and oral sex,
although  the  corresponding
punishment is lesser than regula
penelration. “Insertion of metal or
anything should be prave or worse,
especially if leads to death,” lawyer
Ursula lamented. The new law will
presumably give pause to pedophiles.

Sex with a child seven years or younger,
whatever the circunistances, caries the
death penalty. Rape of minors by their
carer carries e death as well,

In addition, cape wnder the following
circnmstances carries the death
penalty:

If the vietim contracts Qe HIV virus

e I the rape results in permanent
mutilation

o Ithevictin was o police or ndliay
custody, and

s Il relatives are forced 1o warch

In all such cases, e accused cannot
seek bail. Philippine Senate’s “honorary
woman,” Senator Raul Roco, who first
proposed @ new vape bill in the Tlouse
of Representatives in 1988, considered
the Law "the first of its kind in Soutlicast
Asia.” The Senate version was anthored
by Semator Leticia Ramos-Shahani and
tool nine years lo clear Coupress,

Not evervone is jubilant: Liza Maza,
chief of the women's coalition General
Assembly Binding Women for Reform,
Integrity, Equality, Leadership and
Action (GABRIELA), seriously doubts
is the new law will make a difference.
She notes that most rape victims are
poor and tiat the system has heen
“proven to be pantiad to the wealthy and
powertul.”

In 1997, a total of 794 cases were
recorded in the fivst quarier, np 385
tver the same period in 1996, In
Manila, a rape happens every day. Hall
the inmiates on death row are rapisis.

|
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lnok at the family systent 2s a whele, Article 6 of the Convention of the Rights of the Child
(CRC) requires that state parties ensure to the madmum possible extent the sivival and
development of the child. Article 19 of CRC deals with the protection of children from
abuse and neplect. State parties are 1o ke appropriate legislalive, administeative and
sacial, educational measures o protect the child from all forms of physical and mental
vinlence, injury or abuse, neglect or negligent treatment, mal reatment or exploitation
including sexual abuse while in the care of parents, legal guidance or any other person

whao hus the care of the child,

Article 3 of the Convention on the
Elimination of All TForms of
Discrimination  Against  Women
(CEDAW) requires thal state pariies
tuke all the wppropriate measures 1o
ensure the full development and
enhancement of women for the
purpose of guaranteeing them the
cxercise and enjoyment of human
rights and fundamental freedom on the
Lasis of equality with them.

The Llague Convention

Child abduction and puarticolacly
abduction across borders have heen
raised as an issue of concern and there
have been cxamples of such ciases
occurring in Fiji. The Hague
Gonvention on international child
abduction adopted in 1980 has 4 iwo-
fold objective. Firstly to secore the
prompt remurn of wrongfully removed
or retained children to the conntry of
their nawral habitual residence and
secondly, to ensure it access rights
are respected between contracting
parties. The basic approach of the
Convention is however 1o require the
promote refurn of the child under 16
s o essentially restore the stams
quo belore wronglul removal or
retention occurred.

The Hague Convention provides for the
return whether or not there is 2 custody
prder in favor of the parent or the
parent lell behind from whose care the
child has been kidmipped. The cetuen
remedy that the Convention provides
is additional to any wiher means or
remedies to seek the child's return
such as, enforcing a foreign custody
nrder or by other international or
reginnal agreements or by stamory
mezns. Viji is currently not party w the
Hague Convention and it is hoped that
(his velerence may stimulate interest in
|his Convantion. The problem of custody
rebated abduction and retentivn ol children
across borders are addressed by the
Convention and therefore would goalong
way to provide guidance for children,
parents, judpes, lawyers and welfare
professional and all those involved 1n such
CASCS.
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US AIDS Researcn iIN Poor NATIONS
Raises Qurcry

Ay Sheryl Gay Siolberg

Washington — For the past two years, the United States has been conducting
cxperiments on pregnant women infected with 1V in Africa, Thailaod and the
Dominican Republic in which women are given drugs that can prevent
transmission of the deadly AIDS virns to their babies and some receive only
dunumy pills.

The studies are so controversial that cven some government’s own sclentists have
questioned whether they are cthical. Now one of the nation’s mosl prestigious
medical journal has thrown a harsh spotlight on the research, with an editorial
that likens it to the notorious Tuskegee experiment, in which poor black men
sulfering from syphilis were lell untreated.

The AIDS smdies which involve 12,211 women in seven countries and are paid
for by the National Institute of Healih and the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention aim to help the developing world find a cheap, effective method of
preventing transmission of HIV to habies. The research is based on one of the
most dramatic discoveries of the AIDS epidemic: tat women who take the drug
ALY during pregancy can ont the risk of ransmission by two-thirds.

tut the drug regimen, as used in (he United States, costs about $1,000 per
mother, so public health ollicials want to know if there are less expensive ways of
use ALT to achieve the sae benefit. Half the foreign women in the experiments
receive AZT, al varying levels that differ from the amounts used in the U5, The
other il gets the dummy, or placebo pills.

Asaresull, critics say more than 1,000 infants will contract the AIDS virus, infections
that the smdies detractors say could he prevented. “We have turned our backs on
these mothers and their babies,” complained Dr Peter Lurie of Public Citizen, an
advoracy group that has condemned the reseach.

Federal officials counter that the use of dumumy pills is the nnly way to get a quick,
veliable result and that it is uot depriving women of therapy they would have
utherwise received, since the AZT is not affordable in the Thivd Workd. But some
critics snggest that this urgnment is reminiscent of defenses ofllfered by the Tuskegee
experiment, in which researchers watched te rivages of syphilis while saying
that the subjects of their study, poor black men from rural Alabama would not
have been treated in any case.

“Some of the same arguments that were made in favor of the Tuskesee study
many years ago are emerging in a new form in e AZT studies in the thivd world,
Dr Marcia Angell, the executive editor of the New England Jonrnal of Medicine,
satid in an interview this weel, mm

DomesTtic VIOLENCE, CHILD
ABUSE & CHILD ABDUCTION

fy Mere Prifeq

The level of violence in society and domestic violence are public issues. Curcent trends of
vivlence have been given focus by the media. The Fiji Women's Crisis Center and the Fiji
Women's Rights Movement have been insrumental in highlighting the problems of domesiic
violence and particulirly, violence aguinst women. Child mal-treatment and abose have
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wlso been given attention bt the issues of
violence against women and child abuse
are rellected as scparate issucs.

There e some forms ofviolence that oceur
i the family that po vnnoticed and
wnrestrained because of social, religiouns
snd coltural values, Perhaps this may be
one of the reasons why domestic violence
and child abuse wre not veadily linked.
Despite the Fack of s benefit of research
intn this maller, there are however, some
awarcness mnangsl wellave professionals
that a critical look should be taken i the
relationship between violence against
women and child abuse. Certain
assuptions ean he wgde at child abuse
maynotoceur in isokation from other Bamily
problems and that links may be made
hetween domestic violenee and child abuse,

Bascd on the ahove assumptions, (he
following isscs can he misad:

The first issue is where n woman is battered
by her adult male pactner, there is a
likelihood that the adult partoer nray also
be physically abusive towards childeen.
This is common in cases where 2 child or
children intervenes to protect the mother
From male partners but the extent to whicl
his orcurs vequires independent rescach,

The secomd issue is where # battered
womnan is unable w or unwilling 1o shield
children from the batterer's violence, In
sucl siution, 2 womeadn is (hevietin of the
assault hut both parents could also find
themselves subject to care proceedings
underthe Juvenile’s Act for neslect s il
treatment.

The thivd issue is that nnlocunately some
parents who are victims of violence may
also be perpeteitas of the abuse wwards
children. The abusive pareat in this
stenirio can fee crimin charpes wiileat
the sstme tinte tying Lo protect them from
domestic violence through the Conrt.

The fonrth issue s wheve chili e as nierely
ohservers or merely wilnessing repeed
domestic viodeace o their home, Such
exposiie o violent enaromment ey itsell
heanact of emotional aluse, which could
justify the intervention of Social Welfire
professiomls,

Where there are complaints of domestic
violence of child abuse. it is necessarvio

International Women’s Day Activities Update

March was a very busy month for
FWRM staff and members, Being the
month in which the internationally
acclaimed International Women's Day
fell, YWRM stepped up on its lobbying
and advocacy activides in the hope of
creating more public
HWIrCNess on Issnes
concerning women
and work in Tiji™==
under the WEER)
project.  FWRM's§8
activities centered oo
the theme Girisil
Can Do Anything |
as mentioned in the
last issue. FWRM
participated  in
activities organized
by olher women's
groups such as the
National Council of
Women, Fiji YWCA
and the Fiji Women's
Crisis Center.

NCW in conjunction with the Pacilic
Concerns Resource Center orpanized
a punel discussion on Women in the
Cofonics. Ema and Reijieli (LRTO and
WEER  ollicers  respeclively)
participated in 2 hall-day 1WD
celebrations which included panel
discussions and displays. FWRM took
part along with PCRC sund other XGOs.
FWRM displays were
sel npoal the YWCA
Center in downtown
Suva for women Lo g
view the work that the
Movement was doing
in Fiji.

Media & Campaign
Activitics
Five women employed

in male dominaed
professions  were i

interdewed and thelr Marchers tuke to the streets on the evening of the Reclpim the Night
stories appearced in  Street procession to celebrate International Women's Day.

the last issne of
Bialance as well as the local newspaper,
Fifi Times, We thank Suzie Yee Shaw,

Solei Fong, Urmila Karan, Asenuaca
Nawagalevu and Fulori for their
contributions to the Girls Gan Do
Anything campaigy.

P appesced on Falanoa, 4 popokw
locally produced TV program on on
| !

which she spoke abont IWD and
FWRM's campaign and activities for the
month of March. Girls Can Do
Anypthing articles were published in the
Fiji Times 1o encourage young women
making career choices o enter male
dominated professions. The articles
were aboul the oppoctonities and
coustrainls women aspiving lo enfer

male dominated professions lace
in Fiji. A Girls Can Do Anyiling
advertisement  produced  in

13

coujunction with Monsoon Films was
televised for two weeks drawing
encouraging comuenls om members
of e public. FWEM Coordinator, Gina
Honng Lee also appeared on leleyision
speaking  wbout FWRM uas an
arganization on Fijf
5.30  a  newly
produced TV
segment. Girls Can
Do Anything
stickers were
produced  and
distribmted. To top
it oll, radio
wvertisements on
the theme were
produced Dy
FWRM in

sy conjunction with

WIELR praject officer Reifieli (neavest to the comera) was invited by the  PM90 and aived lor
Fiji Institnte of Technology staff te diseass the setting ap of a creche for - 2 weeks towards
staff and students. The praject was funded by the NLODA and apencd by (0 ond of Marcly,
the NZ High Commissioner Susan Bluandhartwia she weade a reference to
FWRM's campaign Girls Can Do Auypthing in her speécly,

Reijich co-hosted a
ridio program with
Helen Chandra on Island Nerwork
previpusly FBC in which she spoke
about the campaien . She wso spokce
on  the Women's Employment
& Economic Righis
project, employment legislation and its
eflect on women workers in the formal
seclor in Fiji, Zavina participated in a
Hindi radiv program in which she
discussed issues velating
to the campaign and
FWRM's work specilicatly
family Taw. Asa result of the
media programs, FWRM
has been deluged with
clicnts coming in o seek
assistance on emplovmaant
and  Tamily  related
gricvances. FWRM has
heen fully wilising the
services oftered by the Fiji
Young Lawyers
Association  (YEA) by
referring clients to the
Association who comprise
voung quakiied lwvers volunteering
their timie o offer free legal advice. The
YiA ave currently operating {rom tie
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FWRM Office every Monday evenings.  Ravovn generaled discussion. In his

Reclaim the Night

On March 7%, FWCC in conjunction
with the NGO Coalition oo Human
Rights organized a Reclaim the Night
sreet march with a dillerence as the
procession followed a new roule
compared Lo olher recent processions,
According to Edwina from FWCC, the
new route was mapped

oul kiking e account

e more unsafe strects

or the Red Light Zone

in Snva where women

have been reported 1o

be  under  more |
physical threal. There s
has  been many
reported attacks on
women  in some
particular areas of Suva
such as  Mark Street
and Waimanu Rd. A
special thank you 1o
those Drave wouten,
(Bernadette Ganila and Maca Tora)
who watled up to total strangers in the
streets to disseminate stickers and other
information materials, Spectal thanks
goes o fiemds and Lumily members of
FWEM staff who turned up in suppont
of he march. We alsa thank the nren
that furped out o join women d
childeen in the march. f§ ]

Panel Discussion
on Human Rights

Rosewary attended a
panel discussion
convened by FWCC in
which notable

speakers like Professor '.
Asesela Ruvuvu, s
Professor Vijay Naidu §3
of the University of the
south Pacific, Fiji Law

Reformy Conunission's  Members of FIWRM wid staff tuking sules of the baok, Law for

presentation, he was critical on human
rights as a weskern concepl.

A female member of the audience was
critical of the work (or the lack of it)
thal women's organizations were
carrying out in Fiji challenging them to
be more grassroots proactive. The
outhurst by this sister was taken with

e

good humor by women's groups and il
anything made us rellective of the
relationships we shared and the scope
of the work that we are curvently doing.

Women in Business Semimir

On March 17" the New Zealand lligh
Commission convened a women in

Department of Women, the Pacitic
Conumupity’s  Pacific . Women's
Resource Bureauw Director Emele
Duitturaga and representatives of
UNDPE Forum Secvetarial, FIHS and the
NZ  High Commission made
presemtations. They spoke o women
ahout the availability of grant assistnce
lo women venturing into husiness in
Fijl. Businesswomen such as Mere
Swnisoui, Ol Duncau
and Eileen Burness
also spoke aboul their
URpLrieLees s woulen
conducting business in
Fiji. The session was
landed  as  very
# successful with many
women  relurning
home more enriched
abowl  information
concerning women in
business.

Cetnenmtinication Officer, Roxemary Noivalurua talling to St fosephs

Secandary School students during one of FWRM'Ss selhool visits. UNESCAP

Workshop

On March 10" and 11" Gira attended
a UNESCAP workshop held in
conjunction with the Brilish Aid's RRRT
in which issues concerning NGO
networking an how to promote CEDAW
were addressed.

-

Seminar on
Family Law

On March 18 and 9%
Ema atiended a
J seninar on family law
ool convened by British Aid
| RRRT in conjunction
 with the Fiji Council of
Social Services
i (ECOSS). The seminar
B BPL involved L
FUA I P
AR parlicipation of
representatives from

Asonaca Uluiviti,  Pacilic Women af the lanneh, Former FWRM Coordinator, Proveen gilher sectors (o discuss
INDIs sabel  Sharma displaps a copy for the caneras.

Waterscot, FINC's At Singh, PCRC'S
Losena Salabula and FWCC's Anita
Singh spoke on human rights issues of
Ui special interest. An invigorating
dpprouch to theissue by Prolessor

Business seminar in which close 1o
{orty women attended. Interested and
notable women's speakers such as
Sereimag Lomadoma, Divector of the
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reforms to the Family
Law Legiskation.

School Visit

On Friday, March 27" Refjieli and

‘helics and values well suited for a past,

devoid of the Christian docirine of
equality, fairness amd justice, should
not be entertained today.

PWRM: Are human rights for all a
realistic concepl or is if just an
illusion?

Yes, indeed. Tt is an ideal to aspire to
and it can become a realily when
achieved.

FWRM: In your studies in the Pacific,
can you give some examples of bow
wonen’s hasic buman rights bave
been applied and epident in the
Polynesian  and  Melanesian
cultures? Perbaps yon can elaborate
on the Fifian culture as according (o
some, women were the downirodden
gender (n [he fraditional Fifian
culture e when wives of men kifled
af times of war gave up their lives,
when rape and pillage was the order
af the duy in times af war

It is important not to confuse the
present with the past, but it is important
Lo kmow the past I order to understand
hetter the present i we were (o have
vision for the future. Women's basic
rights were not af all an issue in the
past, becanse women’s position in
socicty wis delenmined by tradiional
and eultural practices defined aud
supported by the peaple’s beliel and
value systems and sanctioned by their
social and political systems, Such
helichs and practices were acceptable
in that coltmral and physical context
wilh a dilterent philosophy of life.

The spread of Christianity from Europe
to most part of the world inchuding the
Pacific istands brought with it @ new
philosophy of life supported by
Clristian beliel and values which
cimphasized the equality of alt Tnman
beings in the eyes of God and wherchy
fairness and justice should reign.
Unfortunately habits are hard to change
and niny continnie to abide by such
old habits even though Christianity has
been in the Pacific for over 2 cenlury,

Tt is difficult to change them becansc

those who had acquired power over
others by waditional means are not
interested to Jose such domination over
others and using cultural reasoning to
perpetuate their positions, People’s
traditional cultural outlook must
change to suit the present condition
and philosophy of life embodied in the
Christian principals for living and
sunctioned by international laws and
covenanls on homan rights,

FWHENM: How do you think the concepl
of haman rights for all can he apjilied
to the Fiji sitnation? (1 especially
noted what yon said abon! bow the
colonizers who are the fromoters of
buman rvights arg the very anes who
were the abusers).

There are 4 number of dimensions on
hunzan rights. For example, there is the
intermational Covenant on Economic
Social and Cultural Rights, the
international Covenant on Civil and
Political fiphts. These rights however,
derive from the inherent dignity ol the
human being as mentioned carlier ou.

In the Fijian simation, the ideal of free
lhwuman beings enjoying freedom from
Fear sl want can only be achieved if
conditions are created whereby
everyone may enjoy his or her
economic, social and cultural rights,
as well us his civil and political rights.
Our Govermment las the oblipation to
promote the respect for and the
observance of the rights recognized in
the varions international Covenanis on
Humgw Rights,

Institutional wnd structural framework
created for administrative control aund
resource exploitations by the Colonial
Government need he reviewed and
clanged i the universal respect for and
observance of huntn dghts Decome o
relity here in Fiji. Cultural legacies of
the colonial days are stll prevalent that
continue to grind against (he ideals in
the Internationad Covenants on Hinnan
Rights,

FWRM: flow do you feel about
{hesitnation in the colowized
3

conniries of the Pacific e.g. lhe
French lerritories, Bougainville
(twhere people do not bave the right
for self-deterniination)?

These sitations are not in accord with
the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights, Part 1, Article | which
said that all people should have the
right sell-determination by virtue of their

"Those who have benefitted
through the existing
colonial structures and other
remaining shackles of
colonial mercentalism find it
difficult to accept change
leading to their erosion of
their power and position.”

political and ceonnmic, socialaond colioral
develoguent. The problem isthat those whe
Igve benefited through the still existing
colonial structures and other remaining
shackles of eolonial mercantilism fing it
dillicult to accept change leading to (heir
ernsinn of their power and position,

Thus they divide the people med continie to
support their colonil counterpants from
whom their sources of power depend.
Those who are against (he siatus quo are
labeled as rebels or activists for a hetter
word. Generally colonialisis are nsually
refuctant to el go their colonies if they found
it is still economically and politically
beneficial to their motherbugs,

FWEM: How do you justify the view
that i ix & poar man s basic bman
right to steal from the ricl to feed his
stevning family?

Fdo not suppont such as view: Such view
think only come about when people are so
mueh congerned about theie own vights
withoul recognizing the rights of athers to
live sl pecepting that rights have their
obligations oo il we were to live as a social
and human community The poor new has
nn basic right to steal from others, even the
rich. I anysure the poor could request 1o
he assisted and be developed (o lelp him

o her o live u better life than thieving,
Hafamee Apred 9



but because ey fear for loss of jobs,
they are unuble 1o do so. They are the
ones who will be most affected by the
Wage Order. The intention by
Governmenl was clearly not thought
throngh well enough because of the
ahsence of a consullative process with
those who would be affected" Gina told
protesters,

Slie also told them hat Government's
intention to impose the wage guideline
was uncalled for particularly at a time
when people in Fiji were still reeling
from the increase o cost of Bving and
hasic itlems as a result of the recent
devaluation. “Ttis the common worker
who will sulfer most. Fiji already los a

high rate of poverty with an estimated

40% of people living
Beneath the olficial
poverty line and with © §
redundancy  and
devaluation, this will
mean wore people
will join that number.
Unions definitely have
to push lor wmore
siitable redundancy
packages  becanse
current employment
Laws do not adequately
protect workers who
are made redundant.

o

protest, "L was overwhelmed with the
support and the number of people who
trmed up (o the protest sod my observaton
was that when workers aee being pushed
inle A corner, they dre become more
asserlive und strive to know their rights.
Bank workers T spoke 10 ound Gina's
presentztion enlightening sand said (at ey
were ignorant of most of the issues Ging
spoke ahout at the protest venue,

In a recent newspaper mierview, Prime
Minister Sitiveni Rabuka said thal
Government's inlenlion 1o impase 1he
guideline was to miligate gains from the
devaluation and “was done lor national
interest. The proposed guideline was ot
1o deny workers' rights but protect the
witional economy. I is 4 pity beeause in

Prafessor Asesela Ravava, (fifth from left) speaking at the FWCC

Wouen ave the faces  convened pawel an " What is Human Rights. "

of poverty and there

are more and more women coming (o
FWIM Lo seek assistunce in addressing
worker's grievances ranging [rom
unfair dismissal to sexual harassment
and poar working condilions. "

WIER Project Ollicer, Reijieli Nicole said
that when talking with women during the

profecting the nadonal economy, thecentral
concern is the security of employment of
workers.” Meanwhile, the FTUCis planning
(o hiold another nationa sivike on May 21st
il Government does not agree with terms
sct forth during the negotiations. The strike
is estmimated to huve cost the nation over
F&2 million in lost earnings. =1

HumAN RIGHTS FOR ALL
ATTAINABLE

7!{’ RM Commumnication Offfcer Rosemary Naivalurua

interviewed University of the South Pacific Professor Asesela
Ravuvnu. Professor Ravwen, the Divector of the Institute of Paclfic
Studies Is vocal on Issnes concerning buman rights, particularly
its meaning within the context of the Pacific culture. His
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presentation at  the Fifi
Women's Crisis Center eonvened
Panel IMscussion on “Women's
Human Rights" te celebrate
Internalional Wamen'’s Day last
montlh was a “show stealer”
reneraling earnest discussions
amongst those whe were
frresent. At the panel discussion,
Prafessor Ravuvu discussed
Beewnane vights and Hs context in
the Pacific culture. These are
excerpls from the interview
with FIFRM.

FWRM:-What are your views on
buman  rights and Dow is il
applicable in the indipenous context
(if it can be applied thal is)?

Hunean rights are
concerned with te
right of human
heings to live, the
right 1o enjoy
freedom  withowt
fear  of  heing
lsrassed, assaulied
or persecuted and
the right o prosper
through one's own
earnest and honest
elfort, These are
parts of the natural
rights imbued by
our Creator in all
himan beings recognizing the inherent

dignity and ecquality,

There is no good reason why such a
concept cannot be applied in the
indigenons context where the valie of
all human beings was once strongly
cmphasized and whereby leaders cared
much for their followers to whom they
were accountable, Even in such
waditional indigenous contests, there
wits 1o reason (except cultural) @ all
why the concept of just practice and
fairness cannol be applicd. The
problem is thal some people whenever
they abused their position or power,
resorted 1o tradition and other
custonmary practices as a justilication
o seupepoat for alf their mal-practices.
such traditional practices based on old

Rosemury visited Mahatma Ghandi

High School to speak to over 200
students of forms five, six and seven
about FWRM and the Girls Can Do
Anything campaign. Students were
given time o discuss and note down
their responses to such issues as: what
were he constraints to wirls entering
male dominated professions? This
created lively debate amongst students
and it was evident that the campaign
was quite popular amongst high school
students. Reijilei also visited Bhawani
Dayal High School, an Tndo-Fijian
school at which boys inguired s to why
despite opportunitics available to them,
| ek s

midernity leave protection and workers
with Fmily reponsibilities. Ner presentation
included drawing on the areas where Fiji
was lacking in adhering (o110 standards
of work conditions,

She spoke 1o the audience of the need for
more créches and child minding Gcilities
fo cater for women with young children tw
enstre thal theyaee given (he opporimilies
to Timd work. & member of the andience
highlishted he need fr workess o inlligte
community chitd-minding icililies thus
laking the Durden pway from employers
whose main ohjective is gaining profil snd
wh are refuctant to initiate such services
hecause of additionad costs.

_ -am L

Collective menbers fé,f'F WRM meet every fortnipht fo discuss issges on wainen
and malke decision on matters relating to the Movement, From left: Kma
{ahscured) Vani, Mridufa, Praveen, Vike, Zaving, Jane, Pushpa and Ging

during one of the meetings,

very few [enude students were studying
science snbjects. Reijilei replied that
gender conditioning could Dbe
attributed to being the reason why
female students were reluctant to take
science classes becanse il was seen as
more of a male area of education wul
parents wnd students needed 1o be
cduented in this area.

Panel Discussion—Women's
Hunzn Rights

On March 25% Reijieli was invited by
FWCC 10 be part of a panel of speakers
on the topic of women's hinman rights.
She spolee 1o the andience on issues
concerning WEER in velation to women
and work, Reijicli ook a micro
economic approxch to the issues of
women and work focussing on (hree
areas that F'WRM is working lowards
with the WEER Project which were:
equal pay for work of cqual value,

Reijielialso highlighted the need for Nexille
merternity leave and how women's roles in
the hiome e extended info the formal
whrking seclor s nururers ad caregivers.
The discussion showed that there was 2
need for women srgmiztions wwork in
concerl and there were concerns el
women's arganizations were nol
cmpowering those they represented. There
wasatlso siggestions tha move infornstion
invernuenlar version be nede available w
members ol the public and women. Mso
discussed was the need for NGOs w lap
inter the sehool corvicalum and coltivie s
cultvre of Tt dghts mongst stidents.
Her presentition was extensively covered
in the media by hoth radio and local
MEWS]HPErS.

Fiji Association of Women
Graduates

O March 317, Redjieli presented o
members ol FAWG on issucs of domestic
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workers and the Fiji National Provident
Fund scheme. Redjiled said tha theve was
need for extensive market research to be
done in thisarea o guge the needs and (he
feasibility of such scheme. The FNPF
domestic worker scheme is o voluntary
scheme that larpely depends on the
relatinnship of the employer ad employee
and the employer is not obligated t pay
money on behall of the employee.

Rotary Meeting

Reijilel made a presentation to the Suva
Rotary Club where she spoke o members
about the WEER project and FWRM'S
submission to e legiskive reform ol the
Employment Act. Reijieli had this o say
whout the session, “it was one of the most
dilfieul gtk have b w male a5 most
members of Rotry were business people
wha were very eritical of the work tha
FWRM was committed (o through WELR,
Again they were pushing from the profit
making side which they leb contradicied
with the WEER mandate.” Reijilei
vecommenied thal PWRM inthesd tilks with
the employers throwgh the Fiji Employers
Federation todiscuss FWRM s submissions
ep thae velorms in Employment Actand o
el ress their perspectives wd leas,”

Workshop with Garment
Manufacturers Association

Reijieli accompaniced by Ging and Rosemary
held 1wo alternoon workshops a the
Grivment Trgining Center organizedd by the
Gurment Manulacluring Association,
AMthough none of e padicipans were
garnent nanbEcrers who were the initid
rpel group, supervisors and weachers
attended. They were educated onsexl
Farssment in the workplace, bow o identify
amdd combat il 10 s hoped that these
instructors will educate siudents on the
practice of sexual harassment in 1he
wintkphice.

a Parenks Jhbﬂld_x:\'
ensure that they
are aware of the
Convention of the
Rights of the
Child. v
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Cur Bowrr INousiry FLOURSHES ALONG it WOMEN IN BUSINESS

gﬂﬁen Burness spoke to women at 2 Women in Business seminar on the invitation of the New Yealand High Commission

kast month. Al the seminar women discussed ways of accessing loans, grants and waning. In 1994, Ms Burness, Euuous for
her archid garden tours for tourists in the western division involved other women to start up their own cur flower businesses
through funding from the Fiji Development Bank and below are excerpts from her presentation to participants:

“We are all locals and when we tried to get loans, it was very dilficult. Aller we stacted, to supplement our income we have
what we call 2 home and garden tours, We got a leasibility study done and when we went 1o the bank they all said you have
to get your hushands approval. T found out about the New Zealand Loan Scheme at the Fiji Development Bank with a
minimnm of a $1000 and maximum of $10,000. The women needed $10,000 to grow orchids in their back yard. T also had
to work on weaining so that the women learn how to conduct their business and grow orchids properly. The NZ Embassy
helped me and funded the workshops and we had wp to 45 women at the workshop. I now have twenty women growing
2,000 — 3,000 orchids growing in their backyards.

By this time, the hmshands were also into the picture as well and they e the orchid growers. By this time, there was a lot of
advertising on the newspapers and television about the New Zealand Business Council and T was inundated with telephone
calls from women in the Suva area also wanting o ovclids (Suva is not very good for orchids because it’s loo wet) and we
decided on anthurinms. The Fiji Trades & Investment Board helped me to bring in a disease-free plant material and the Fiji
Association of Women Graduates helped send me to go and find and source the nuterial for us to start the enthurium
project. ‘The second worlshop also fnded by the NZ Embassy was on how to grow orchids and a consultant also taught
women on growing anthurinms.

The Department of Agriculture finally approved that my first shipment of anthurivms be brought in from Holland. T now have
around Glly women [rom Nadi to Nausori wanting to do anthuriums but it is lot of bacd work and again the NZ Aid Schieme
has come to our aid and women ave able o tp o this small business loan scheme at FDB and since the VDB stall are.
helpful now. As long as the repayment is done, it's good because it gives us a good name and the other women coming up
are able 1o get a loan without any problems, We have to do away with the istand mentality of handout. Aid should be given
only to get women started bt also women ave 1o Tearn to pay their loans bacle. We hope to hold another workshop this year
with consultants of anthuriums from Hawaii and teaching women how to do accounting and manage small business. mm

FWRM Staff Appointed to Labor Advisory Board

}4 staff member of the Fiji Women's Rights Movement | Coordinator Gina Houng Lee said that she was very confident
of Ms Tagicakibau's capabilitics as 2 member of the Advsory

(FWERM) has been appointed an independent member of
the Labor Advisory Board. FWRM's Legal Rights Training
Officer (LRT0), Ema Tagicakibau was appointed by the
Minister [or Labor and Industrial Relatons. Mer term is
cffective from 15t of April, 1998 to 31st of December, 1998,

The Fiji Women's Rights Movement has been a leading
advocate for women workers' ghts and the appointment s
in recognition of FWRM's role in gender advocacy in the
area of women’s employment in the formal and informal
sectors.

Board, "“Ms Tagicakiban’s appoiniment means that the
concerns and issues facing women workers will be
auticulated to the Board. We congratulate the Minister for
(his appointment and hope that more women e appointed
to other Boards,” Ms loung Lee said, Ms Tagicakibau has a
strong background in community development and Lolds 2
Masters Degree in Women's Stdies from Monash Universily,
Melbourne, Australia. She has previously worked as a
secondary school teacher in various schools around Fiji.
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GOVT « UNION IMPASSSE THREATENS

NATIONAL STABILITY

7!1& Fiji Trades Union Congress

organized a national one-day protest
on April 23" against Governmenl's
intention to impose a three per cent
cefling on the Wage Order. The intention
was announced in the nidst of heated
debate and  owtery
apgainst Government's
recent decision 1o
tevaluate e Fiji dellar
and the announcement
that it will be charging
35 per cent tax on bank
savings. Close 1o 10,000
union members of
varions unions aflilaed
to the FTUC reported to
have stayed away from
work bringing some
Services 10 A temporary
standstill,  lowever,
essentinl - services  remained
wninterrupted and in most parts of the
countey, husiness wenl on as usual.

Fiji Times.

Government mobilized its security
forces (both the Police aud Military to
be on standby) in case they were
needed to assist in the ronning of
essential services such as waler,
electricity, hospital and aicports. On the

Minister Sitiveni Rabula wenl on air
“setting the record straight” and
hlaming the FTUC for distorting
intormation and facts to its members.

After failed attempts to come Lo an

rfj!‘s”! : ~::5'i-

Protestors sit down at flu.- recent .'m.rmm.-.f strilie in u'hn h h‘i i
union workers around the conntry tnok part. Photo: Courtesy of the complex and

agreement, Government decided (o
refer negotiations to the Tripartite
Fornm consisting of Governmeni,
FTUC and tiji Employers Federation
representatives, The forum converged
in 2 meeting in an aempt o dialogue
amicably on the issues at hand, FEF
blamed the FIUC for coming to the
negotiation table with demands placing

FIUC Iad included two additional items
to the agenda (rwo of which
Giovernmenl was aware of hut the FEF
were not) — the check oll system and
the isswe of redundancy. The FTUC had
demanded thai employers recognize
the check off system
(direet deduction of
union fees from source
withont the threat of
disciplinary actions)
and that redundancy
he an exercise of the last
resort wnd only il an
organization is nol
profitable,

FWHM went 1o visit the
protestors al the FTUC

according to WEER

Project Olficer Reijicli
Nicole and Coordinator Gina lloung
Lee, the fecling was one of togetherness
and solidarity “and it was contagicus.”
Gina spoke to profesiors about FIWRM's
role s activities particnlarly pointng
ont the plight of garment workers. She
said rhat FWRM was representing
women workers who were unable o
participate in the protest because of job

From THE DESK: We hope you enjoyed this issue of Balance and we are again
seeking your response to some of the issues covered so far. Please forward
letters, contributions to Balance and member subscriptions to the Coordinator,
FWRM, P O Box 14194, Suva, Fiji.We can be contacted on felephone
(679) 313156 or Fax: (679) 3134066. Subscription rates: Fiji - F$5, South
Pacific Member Countries - F$10, Australia & New Zealand F$15, Asean
& America F$20, Furope & Sub-Sahara - F$25
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eve of (he national strike, Prime e dilopue “under duress” because  insecurity. " They would Lewe to b lrere

what's in this issue:

¥National Strike * Are Human Rights Attainable in the Pacific? * Child

Abuse & the Hague Convention * Women & Environment * FWRM's IWD
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 FWRM UH_FM Book
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