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MELANESIAN DOCUMENTATION TRAINING
LOOKS AT MILLENIUM

Officer

RoscmaryNaivaluria was
invited By the Fapua New
Guinea Tutcgrafed Human
trevelopment Frust to atfend a
woeek-lony Melanesian
Documentalion Training in Forl
Maoresby, PNG from December
T4 to 21" 1897, She writcs
ahoul her cxperience fn PNG
and whal she gaincd from the
training.

e curenttiticalion

After a slighl hitch-up with lravel
plans, | finally left Nadi on Tucsday
morning
enroute  for 5
[oniara via Port |
Villa {the
Triangle  or e
Melanesian
roule ) £58
Overnightning ¢
in  Homiara, |8
Solomon Islands
wilh relatives, 1
finally arrived in
Moreshy onM
Wednesday B
December 16" 68

antd was ﬁh':ui;.;hl Viennd Duekaki aned menibers of the Beneath Paradise Decumentation
away whisked gromp aims af strengthening ties within the Pacific including

purticipants  and  Iearn  the
proceedings of the previous days,
Afterinlroductions to the participants
Iwor of whom were non-Papua New
Guineans, Lai from Vanuatusnd John
from The Solomon slands, we scitled
down to discuss the lopics and areas
of discussions of the days, prior o my
arrvival. 1 was informed (hal the
training facililalor from the
Philippines had cancelled at the lasl
muite and therelore, the Coardinator
of the PG Trus! Bupunare Abare was
to conduc! the training. The sessions
were conducted mainly in Vidgin
English. [ was lhe only non-Fidgin

= ~.

ik

oll fo e venue  Melunesian netiworking.

of the training,

Hisin Kesorl, about two und o half
hoursdrive [rom the capilal cily. My
first impression of PNG upon
disembarkation was thal of a hot, dry
and quite dusty country. Rightfully so,
considering that Fort Movesby: has
been undergoing @ severe drought
which wpon my arvival had lasted
around § months,

[ owes mel at the airport by Lillian
Maxwell, The national lraining
voordinator of the 'NG Trust whe
immediately became my goide cum
advisor during my stay in NG, Affer
a long amd bumpy Hde on PMV (Iablic
Motor Vehicle), sharing of buai
{beetlenul) and some conversation
with other passengers, we arrived al
Llisiu. | was vearing lo mect other

speaking participant and and (0 my
relict, | was helped along by other
participants.] introduced mysell and
spoke of I'WRM roles and objectives
and what we do in Fiji in lerms of
promoting women's rights. The
parlicipants were curious to find out
about the Movement and usked
queslions ranging [rom  lhe
orgunsiational  structure  to
membership  oand the various
pragrams and projects underiaken by
the Movement, The training program
was  basically o leach 1he
participants skills in reporting and
doctmentalion asa meansof nebwork
strengltheming.

The lraining program wias also held
in support of Melanesiun Trast

{Melrust), a nebwork mooted by PNG
Trust to strenglhen lles amongst
NGOs with mulual interests in the
Melanesian gorup member connlries
of I'NG, Solomon’s, Vanualu, Fiji and
in assovintion with the Asia & Soulh
acifie Burcan of Adull Education
{ASPBAE). Parlicipants learned how
to put togelther proposals, names of
cottlie! poople in the resion were also
sharcd. Reporl of activitics and
programs also featurcd during the
[ive day workshop. The group
discussed the need for recording of
meclings and discussions and skills
in liasing with the media and wriling
of proposals for video
documenlavies,
Mellrust aims to
organize an evenl o
celebrate Ihe
millenipm. 1Nans arc
underway to organiee
this event alongside
the  government
initiated Melanesian
Spearhead Meeling in
e year 2000, It was
interesting to falk lo
the other participants
and find out what they
were doing in [heir
respective arcas. Two
participants [(rom
Karkar Island, Loretta Bush and
Makui Benbeth spoke o me about
their work in promoting women’s
rizhts in their arca. Their work
ranged from promoling environment
cotservation o addressing domeslic
violence and women’s vighils, Lorclia
wnd Makui like most of the olher
participants were lermed CI's
{Commilled 'crsons) and were nol
paid for the work thal they do. | was
impressed with the courage and
determination fo carry on with the
work against the odds of insufficient
resources, Another participan! who
everyone called "Faslor” because he
was an Assembly of God pastor cum
social worker said that in some remote
arcas of NG, he and his wife would
go mnto some villages where people
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were shll very entrenched in traditional costoms and were stll unclothed e
and 1 had some fricndly debule over this issue s 1owas of & view (hat in
preserving indigenous cullires and traditions, “some things were belter left
untouched,” his point was that, gender violence was rife in such set-upsand i
wats almost necessary that they be made to be aware thal the outside world did
not tolerate harbaric acts committed against their women. Fapua New Guinea
far me 15 a wild and untamed contey, 1 remained in Hwe country on my bwo
weeks leave inlending to flind oul more about the country. 1 discovered that
despile lhe cconomic selbacks and political instability, which resulted in mass
wrban poverty and high rate of crime, 'NG was a beanliful country with an
untupped resource, its human resource. They were a people full of Tite and
pride in their culture and iraditions possessing determination and selflessness
to carry oul the work they are committed o do as non-governmenl

representatives. il

ATTACKS ON YOUNG
WOMEN IN BANGLADESH

by ‘tabilul Islam  “Rising Wave
of Violence Agains! Women™

_@cspiic tough sanclions on

offenders whe abise women, the raie
of incidence of evime aguinst against
women in Bangladesh, particulalyy
rape and acid attacks is alarming. A
Dhaka plastic surgeon and consultan
estimates hat one to two givls with
actd-burn imjurles arc admilted to
Dhaka Medical College every week.
More (han 450 rape cases were
reported to the police last year. Of
these, 17 viclims were girls 5 o 10
years in age. Acid Attacks became
qquite frequent inthe carly 19805 il
governmenl imposed  capilal
punishment on acid throwers. Al least
halt a dexen offenders have been
indicted and sent {o jail.

Hapless Girls

The most recent publicized acid
attacks happencd in March, two
separate incidents within days of each
other, In both instances, (he victims
were schoolgirls, Sonia and Sathi.

Sonia was sleeping one evening when
Chiand Mia, her alleged assuilant,
entered her house and threw acid into
her face. Sonia survived the altack bul
was budly disfigured. Prime Minister
sheik Wajed promised the offenders
immediate apprehension and the

IYhaka police offered $750 for

information leading to the suspect.

Chand Mii's father presented his son

to Hhe police insisting that the reward

money did nol influence him. The

Prime Minister has also instructed The

Dhaka Medical College, where Sonia

is heing treated, to ensure that she

receives lhe best treatment. Following

this, a special medical board was

formed to monitor the recuperating
viclim (who comes from a poor family)

and to provide cxtensive surgery
including remedeling,.

Tlie second victim Sathi, was on her
way hone from school late one night
when she wasallacked wilh acid. Her
atiacker, named Quddis surrendered
ta the police when hic realised that
they were closing inon him. Ouidcues
prsed to lurass Sathi in the steeets on
the way lo scheul,

Rest Armor

Social scientisls and political
analysts believe thal stringent
fegislation will not eliminate
violence against Bangladeshi
women altozether, Bangladesh has
had lwo conscoutive women
presidents. Opposition leader
Khaleda Zia was Prime Minster
from 1991 to 199G and the
current Prime Minister is also a
woman. The best defense, it seems,

{lrenm prage B
Tor homan cell lines extracted
Prom cilieens of Caraw, ipua
Mew Guinen and the Solomon
bslaids;
There are now 1603 deposils of
senetic imitteriads from e people
of e south howsed aronnd the
world with @ view lo exltracling
vitluable seientific information
from indigenons peoples” colls
An international anthropology
projecl called the TTuman
Genome Project sceks to study
the “the entive richness of The
entire human species” by taking
Wlood, saliva and hae sauples to
study DNA composition. There
are some 100 Pacilic
communitics on the list of thow
peaple 1o be tesled.

Wormen recognizebioprospecting s
anolther form of colonialism.
Previously The colonial povwers were
governments thal could be held
accoutlable  in some  Way.
Transnational corporutions and
scicnfific institutions sccountable 1o
noone A perpeliting thisnew form
of colonialism. Source: lssucs in
Gender & Developmoent, Asiat
Facific Developmoenf Confcr pm

is still the education of women so
that they gain a scnse of self-
esteern and are cmboldened to fight
fon their vights.

Adapted from Women Envision,
an 1515 Interaational

Frbiication
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"F man witboul
vision does nof
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polential his wife
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MOTHER & CHILD DILEMMA

fall the ssues discussed al Lhe

recent Conference on AIDS in Asia
and lhe Pacilic, onc in particular
remained in the mind of writer Kong
Rithdee. Cow's milk is ideal for calves,
human’s milk is ideal for labies: any
pediatrician would wive this advice
ioa pregnant mother: And il looks on
the surface, as if everybody scems to
be content with thal, Byl look below
the surface and you will see that
everybody is not a IV positive
mwother. Healthy Muoms are endowed
wilhy hope and optimistic anticipalion,
while the virus streicken ones have to
endure 9 months of feay, shattered
hopes and persistent nightmares, Al
the 4™ International Congress on
AIIDS in Asia and the Pacific held
in Manila
vecently, the
debale on he
long supported
breastfecding
and the safer
bottle-feeding
wias concucted
vigorously, The
dilemma
unveiled iis
hidden
implications,
w hivh
crncompass Hhe
unresolved
issues of social
disparily,
governmental

the protection
of human rights.

Diala and rescarch woere presenled;
cxperts from several conntrics voiced
their views for and against hreast-
teeding by HIV mothers, As it turned
out, they scemed lo agree thal the
conclusion could not be arvived at by
nmathematical caleulalions slone bul
by laking into sccount the vast
ceconomic and social differences
amongst the afflicted nations, Like any
other predicament caused by the
deadly virus, the quest for a solulion
to the breastleeding issue still his no
erd 1 siehl.

Lets clarvify some significant
information here fivst. The fack is hal
an infanl born lo an HIV-infeeied
woman is nol always doomed to
intherit the virus. The proportion of
infected babiesis 25 percent and most
canses of maternal jo child
trapsmission of TV, medically terimed
as “vertical bransmission,” kikes place
during late pregnancy and delivery.
But sludies have shown thal
breastfeeding can produce an
addilional risk of between 7 and 22
percent. Mormally the viras can only
be detected only afler one year or if
employing state of the art laboralory
technique, aboul one month affer o
child's birth. And doclors can’t
idenlify precisely whether an

infected infact has acquived The
discase yder the condition of normal
risk ic. 25 per cent or by |he
additional visk wencrated by ils
mother’s breastmilk. Al the
Conference, the United Mations
Program of HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS)
compured the chance of vertical
transmission in developed conntrics
where women generally do nol
breasifeed and developing countrics
where they do. The risk was 15 1o
25 per cenl in the former, as
opposed to 25 to 45 per ecent in

developing counlries.

A significand difference so,what is so
complicated? Just publicize this
information and instruct HIV mothers
not to breast{eed. Thal’s il Problem
solved! In fact World Iealth
Organreation (WIHO) and [INAINDS
huve done exactly the opposite. Fora
bons hme they have recommended
thal all molhers should feed thew
bubics with the nulritionally and
paychologicully beneficial
breastmifk.  Bul  despile  the
dcknowledgement of the increasing
risk, WIIO makes no cxeoplion toils
gencralized principle when talking
about HIV-contaminated mathers.
“Irrespective of 11V infection rute,”
TNAIDYS said, “breatsfeeding should
be protecled, promoted and
i supported.”
""?"@ ‘ The roasons
o Dehuind this are
not  medicul
but  social,
unforiunalely
though, they do
wol fit into the
waique
conditions of
every coutlry.
Adding  The
meffeclivencss
of information
disseminalion
in many

b "TH ;
Should HIV /AIDS infected mothers breastfeed? This question is the center of Walions, the
debate amd contraversy in medical circles but in poor developing states where
policies and mothers cannot afford to bottle feed, it is a question of survival.

messaze  of
WHO  and
UNAIDS
sometimes gel confused and
evenlually lead lo nnclear strategy in
tackling the problem.

The reason WHO continucs
supporting breastfeeding is Africa,”
explained Dr Usa Thiskayorn of
Chulalongkorn Hospital's
Depuriment of Pedialrics. “'oor living
conditions in the conbinent make new-
born  babics vulncrable to
malhulrilion and breasimilk is the
only readily available source of
nutrition. “IMs vseless o promote
formula milk which mothers can’l
afford m Africa, nol lo mention the
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ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH
& FlJI Topay

- by Ruth Lechic

qll 1992 1 was working in Colombia and was present al the formation of a
nelwork of women s sroups fizhting the practices of the cut flower indushry
which exports mainly to North America. The universily women, the YWCA
and others, were appalled at the health effects on the (mostly women)
cmployees and their living atid working conditions. Hliterale women from
Andes Indian tribes were being carted by tracks through long distances into
the flower grovwing arcas and used as labor, especially in the application of
fungicides, herbicides and pesticides. Althoush dircctions us Lo the quantitics
to be applivd were availubile, the women could nol vead Spanish if they read at
all. Inea few months they sufferved [vom miscarriages or their periods slopped,
they had skin and eye complaints snd stomach upscts. Onee they were loo sick
to work they were fired but nol given The resonrces 1o relurn to their own

homes.

The threal oall of ws from synthetic chemical compounds is serious, They
disrupt development of 1he reproductive, immune, nervous and endocrine
systenis by mimicking hormonesand blocking their actions, There isa growing
suspicion thal lowered sperm counts and breast and lesticular cancers are
dircet results of contaminants i the envivonment. Contaminants are carvied
s smses o purlivulate in the air, in surface waters, wround waters and by
occan currents across and belween continents, They even enler the food chain
inurcas remate from their sile of release, Most governments have no idea of
whal is happening and governmenis of poor and small countries certainly do

not and often could not care less,

Conscaquently, there are a numiber of nugor concerns in Fiji. "lo name a few, The
refusal by Government to enforee a conlrol of emissions [rom motor vehicles
cspecially from buses, racks and taxis. The reduction of lead was a starl bul
there is still much more 1o be done for the good of citizens' health and to
preven! further contamination of the atmosphere contributing to global
warming. The refusal of 1he Cvil Aviation Authority of Fiji (CAAL o replace
Mudi Alrport's incinerator where organic and plastic burning occurs is
disastrous because il adds PVCs into the atmosphere, People and groups have

Dy Bobbwvinee ont The ssue for years
L weritinge lettersiothe press, sending
delesutions abrowd but still nothing
happens, The spreead of weed killer
on furms and fo clean drains is
widdespread 1n Fiji, especially mthe
vitne belts. 1 is the gy person’s
answer Lo agriculiure. Clearing of
land and deains conld be o matronal
voulh project subsidized by the
authorities. Maybe Vil Corps can
kickstart s idea,

Ervironiestal bealth i e weealtber
countries  isx  codsidered e
responsibility of the state. These
vesponsibilities include sile and
adequate waler supplics, cnersy
aviilubilily, correct nutrition, discase
prevenbion. AL the e Hine, cilizen
sroups ensure that the authovities,
industries and those mvelved in
agriculture  do nol abuse 1he
environment and natural resources
which could lead o destruetion of
coosystems and thes the suppsor base

In l'acific Island stales und the
developing  world  wenerally,
resources differ. Mrimarily, health
care, enviranmental awareness and
soicial action become the concerns of

- non-governmental azencies NOOs),

cilizens’, womcen's groups and
advocales of humun rights.

The heulth of human beings is
dependent o the health of the
nmalural world. People in desperate

fto back page)

Why Women are Concerned about Biodiversity

g,iodfvm'sily refers lo Hw enormous
range of differend living species on
earth. One million have so far been
named, bul scientists belicve there are
5 million species. Biodiversity
prospecling refers to the exploration,
extracting and screening of biological
diversity and indigenous knowledge to
cutracl commercially valuable genelic
amd biochemical resources. The
Biodiversity Convenlion (1 992) and [he
CATT sgreement on intelleclual propery
righis conlain cerfain clunses that lend
legitimacy to bioprospecting,.

Women are often the main
custodians of indigenous and
traditional knowledge alowl
tradilional medicine, crafis,
artistic designs and expressions,
nalural resource managemenl
systeras and vilual practices, They
are erelore concerned aboul the
disrespeel for indize nous peoples’
lives and the blatant cxploitalion
of their knowledse for commercial
prrposes thul have occurred over
the years. GATT will encouraee
these abuses becuse:

e when indigenous people share
informalion or genchic materials
wilh others, they effectively lose
conlral over such resources;

o indigenous people are not
adequalely compensaled for
sharing valuable mlormuation
wilth transihional corporalions
which palent the knowledge and
wain huwe profils

e i any cases of biopropocting
or biopiracy, the sucredness of il
i being vielaled beciuse some
compunies are cluiming palenls
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Cuanent Affacns

erlerhainers of high slalus possessing
special lalents. They are often soughl
alter by respectable men in Japancse
socicty lor companionship.Pre-
Christinn traditional systems in Fiji
condoned women who offered
themselves lo chicts. Women of chiefly
lineage were often forgiven for having
more than one pariner in the course
of strenglhening raditional Les. Yor
"wonnen commoners”, siving children
from men of high traditional stalus
waonld almost automutically elevate
(heir status. Husbands were flattered
whien their wives are selected by the
chiel asa lover, with the prospect of
siring children who would then be of
chicfly linease and
ualurally  render
them special
privileges. Many
wre uncomibortable
comparing such
wiomen lothal of a
prostilule. “A sex
worker does il for
coonomic survival,
whercus in the
traditional sysiem,
women olfered
themselves lo men
of aulhority for
slatus. "Geisha
wirls had o bhe
aveomplished in
many arcas did
musl possess special (ualilies
Intelligence, being an excellent
masseur and a good lstener were
special qualitivs sought aller in Ceisha
girls,” said a friend during a
discussion on his issne.

However talking to Gyan revealed an
inleresting side lo prostitulion in Fif,
“some men don’l wanl sex, they just
wianl 1o falk but they still pay the
wioney. Most of the men thal come to
us are rich und men you will not
expect to be doing it 1f you really
think aboul who can afford to puy lor
sea, 0 18 quile obvious thal the mosl
men are well-off with cars and can
pay for molel rooms,” she says, She
confirmed speenlation thal some
women in the sex indusiry are
married with children, * Some do il
to supplement Their husband’s
income snd (heir pariners arc aware

of what they do. Others doil to carn
some money for themselves and (he
children because, mayhe, their
husbands don’) give them anything,”
shie suys, The question thal plagues
muny people including PWHEM is
should prostituics be
deeriminalized? FWEM is concerncd
aboul the discriminatory
ifepretations of the lows governing
prosfilufion. Mosl women sex
workers are penalized while Hie male
clients are free lo wo. Legalising
prostilution may bea form of control,
particularly inensuring that women
fand men) in The sex indostry are
siven some protection from abuse.

high price once exposed. Women have to be empwered by seeking knewledge
which is power ax these women learn af o recent WEER Project workshop
in Naeli.

Legislators should also be sensitive fo
e many cultural and relizious
persuasions,

In biji, the debule on prosiitution
catapultcd to national attention when
a Suva motel alleged lo be operaling
asa brothel was raided by the police.
Whilst charges were laid on fhe
wonten workers caught in the night
raid, the male clients were allowed
to walk free causing consternalion
amongst women's rights groups
inchuding the Fiji Wonten's Crisls
Cenler and FPWEM. For many,
prostitution is cither not discussed or
ix u nuler of ridicule, the subject of
course being e femube and the male
sex workers. Gay male sex workers
are on The rise noticeably since of lale
and their stories vary fvom violen
homes to sexual abuse in the home.
tor many women and nen “in the

steeets,” they find a home and a niche
for themselves. “Many of us jus|
funtasize and pretend we are doing it
in a big city like Mew Yorkand ignore
the prople who recogniee us Al limes
we gel vinlated by elients (and other
times by the very people whoe are
supposed 1o be prolecling us, the
'elice) but for most of us, it is better
than what we would be facing in our
own homes,"” at least this way, we gel
paid for it," says one: The gencral
assumplion appears to be that prople
tirs o e sex industry nol only for
econocnic survival bul for refugeand
support. "Al least in this work, we
have each other and support one
anolher because
our situilions are
e similar, he ssaid.

The major concern
of P'WEM 15 that
with the increased
CXPOsILrE fo
weslern cullure
and  with the
increasing social
suffering, poverty
and inclleclive
lesistalion, women
and youth are
increusingly
resorling lo the
sex industry. A
recenl newspaper
report said that gicls as young as 135
were engaged in prostitution and 1l
was allezed to be oveurring in rural
lowns. A universily lecturer’s house
was recenlly ratded for whal Uolice
suspected to be a case of pacdophilia
involving young school girls whoe
were belicved to be living with him,
An Australian eivil sorvant was also
charged recently with pacdophilia
afler Palice discovered pornegraphic
materials and lestimonics of sexual
relations from several victims, some
of whom were known to have been
financially supported through food
items and education. He was released
on hail and there arve allesations thal
the sex ring findings were just the tip
of an icebere,

This recent cases also Iriggered
positive delste 1o the rolesof parents
in such situations, Skeptics summed
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scareily of clean waler. And what il
normil mothers observe the bolile-
feeding practice amongst HIV
wothers? Confusion would be
incvitable, imitation would bring
disaster and discriminalion would
likely to follow.™ *“WHO sees no olher
way but to reaffirm their policy,” said
a doclor with first hand expericnee
in Uganda.

The condition is nol that distressing,
in Thailand, curvently with 20,000
HIV infected mothers bul the
globalized principle of protecting,
promoting and  supporting
breasifeeding has also caused doubt
here from the very beginning. WIIO
tricd to enconrage breastfeeding in
our counlry since the fivsl baby was
Form toan HIV molherin 1988, said
e Usa, WO was there and volced
sirong opposition, “Insufficient
informution promipted our departmen|
of Heallth to adept the principle
advised by the organization, |
cxplaited to Them that we are nol [hal
desperale, thal we have better
alternatives, Qur HIY mothers siill
have u choice and their babies don’|
have ‘to assume (his pnnecessary
haward, “Local research support Lhis,

O The babics born o infected mothers
in Bangkok who mainly opled for
bellle-fecding, approximalely 20 per
cont were al risk of infection, The
fignre of children in the Morth, who
were conventionally breastfed was 40
per cent, The difference speaks for
itself”. Luckily her words were
heeded. The Department of Health
later revised ils policy and began
offering frec formula milk lo HIV
molhers nationwide, Nothing's
wrong will breatsfeeding unless you
are IV positive, that is the new
message. Anyway, hold the cheers,
Medical people said thal our
crumbling coomomy mizhi canse o
discontinualion of this free milk
progranm, Tongh Tuck on our ill-faled
molhers and our babies More
disquicting is the fact that muany less-
cducated molhers in the vural areas
and the hill villages have barely any
knowledee on 1his matter,” said Dy
Usit, o breastfeeding is still practiced
unguestioningly, They don’t learn
aboul oy free milk campaign. Some
aren’l even aware thal they are
infected, The consequences is thal
many childiest are born unprotecled.”

The bottom line wevertheless is tha

the decision whether to brepstieed or
nol relies on the mothers. According
to LIMAIDSE, this isa question of a basic
human right of the world population.
And il should be vespected. Bul
UNAIDS also emphasized al the
Conference that these molhers need
to be fully informed and empowered
so that they can make o sound
judeement. Lfforts should also be made
to improve access 1o counseling and
lesting for wonten, to hygiene and
sunifation, minimizing health risks
and prevention of commercial
pressuves for artificial feeding, (he
organizalion declares, Speaking of
profecting human rights, an Tndan
delegate mude a striking point al e
conclusion of the session, “a min
right?™ he asked. “Whose right
exactly. The vight of the mothers 1o
breasfeed? Bul what aboul the right
of the child to survive?™ Mo answer
from the cxperts, Nol from the public.
Yot hisquestion cohocd in ooy minds.
I dealing with AILS, ulmost caution
is reguired, whether il be in
bedrooms, laboratories, up in the hills
oroutin the sireels We are no longer
dealing only with the virns, 1l would
be a lol simpler i we were.

OnE WoMAN A MINUTE 18 DyYING IN PREGNANCY, SAYS UN

by David Ljunggren

.A’fnndun, 28 May 1997 (Reuter) - A
woman somewhere in the world dics
cvery minute from pregnancy related
causes because of a lack of decent
health care and adviee on
contraception, Ihe United Nations
Fopulation Fund (LUNFPA) said. 1| said
that despite efforts o boos! the quality
and availability of reproduciive
health care, widespread failures
combined with discrimination and
violence against women amounled lo
a massive violation of human rights,

“Given the choice, mosl women
would have fewer children than their

parcnts’ generalion,” UNFPA
cxccutive directar, D Nifis Sadik told
a news conference to launch the
organization’s f997 Stateof the World

Population report.

“fnsuring wonten and their parents
can exercise the right te choose will
speed the global trend towards
smaller families and help countries
find a balance between lheir
population and their resources,” she
said.

The report said that the effect of
denying people their rights mean!
585,000 women - every minule - died
cach year from pregnancy related
canses, Mearly all of them ave in
developing connlries - most in sub-
saharan Africa and South Asia - and
many times this munber arc disabled
as a result of childbivth, “If women
were given more say over Lheir bodies
it would help keep the world’s
population at sustainable levels,”
Sadik said. There are al present 5.8

hillion people on earth and estimales
for 2025 range from 7.7 billion to 20
billion.”

“1 thimk we can make the cight billion
figure if we work hard to implemenl
the recommendations in the report.
Thal is do-abte,” she saud.

At un inlernational conference in
Cairoin 18994, 180 nalionsagreed thal
high quality reproductive health
services and information should be
miade available to all by the year 2015,
They agreed to spend $17 billion a
year by 2000 to boost the cave of
reproductive healtheare but
current spending fallsshort of that
larzel, largely because
industrialized countrics have not

fulfilled their commitments.
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Sadik reported some posilive change among leaders of affected stades but
acknowledged resistance lower down, “Many leaders are supporting the
proceims and speaking onl againsl violenee inaomoch nore open way than
they did before,” she said. “We belicve the lws as o starting point but laws

wion'l chunge sociely by themselves.™

The report said about 200,000 mothers dicscach year because of the lwck of or
failure of contraceptive services, Up to 150 million women want lo space their
preguancies are wilhou! The means lodo so. Aboul 74 million pregnancies are
unwanied and there results in 45 million abortions. The report further stated
that 120 million women had undergone some form of genilal mulilation, while
bwo million zivls age five to fifteen are introduced into commereial sex cach

yeir.

DOMESTIC WORKER AWARDED
$47,000 FOR UNPAID LABOUR

-‘,’051 in the Los Angcles media
attention in May of last year ( [907)
ol an unprecedented USEA 7,000
backpay judgmenl loa victim of Los
Angeles” domestic slavery was a
darker and move biller realily: the
case of Yuni Mulyonowill be the fas
brounght to Court of the rights of low-
wage immigranl workers by lhe
Labour Defense MNetwork, once a
division of A% Legal Aid Sociely, The
MNetwork which handled Mulyono's
case | has fallen vichim to Federal
budgzel cuts for legal aid 1o e poor

lor years, LA low waee workers
found their way lo the Network office
m a nondescript building on
Urenshaw Avenue. Biller slories
pourcd scross the desk of Attorncy
Michelle Yu of unpaid labour, work
without overtime pay, wages helow
the minimum and of the wholesale
denial of condilions mos! people lake
for granted.

Mot only did lederal culs close The
Network  office, what  little
Covernmen| funding 1s lefl for legal
ald programs now contains anolher
killer provision. It prolubits aid 1o
undocumenled workers, Yu cstimales
that the undocumented made np a
large percenlage of her cases “That’s
who low-wage workers in Los
Angeles are,” she says, “and thal’s
especially those who wind up being
cheated s even held towork against
their will.”

With funding cul, restrictions on the

lewal stutus of clients and the doors
of the Networks closed, il is much less
likely that workers like Mulyono will
find lesal advecates to light their
cases “We'll have a law,” says Yu,
“hut noone will be there to fight the
cases needed to enforee 11"

Mulyono was the lust of Yu's clients,
vecruiled in Indonesia {ive years ago
by a family which brought herto Los
Angeles fo work in (helr howe, “1
began working when | gol up in the
morning,” Mulyono remembers, ®and
Uworked untid it was lime lozo o bed
at night. In the morning, | would
prepare the family breakfast and
lunch and cleaned the kilchen and
living room. | mopped and swept. |
had to wake wp their danghter, set
her dressed and ready for school and
feed her. She's now seven, so she was
twowhen | slaried. Aller they lefl (he
house, 1 had to clean the backyard.
They had me feed and clean up afler
their two dogs. Kveryday 1 did the
Laundry and washed the bathroom. 1
fixed the dinter and served il to them
and washed the dishes. Somctimes the
wife would ask me to give her
massage in the evening and | would
do that toe.” For this non-stop labour,
Mulyono was paid USE100 a mionth
and that was only after she
complained. ller siluation of
underground scmislavery was made
possible by ils invisibilily o the
outside world, a problem shaved with
thousands of other low-wige workers
in Los Angeles Low-wage immigran!
workersare the invisible workforee.

Thern work s done below the radar
sereen - necessury jobs that make the
waorld Tunction which are hardly
noticed. Domestic workers are The
el pnvisible workers of all.

For almost three years, Mulvono, a
slender woman seeming younger
than her twenty-seven years lived in
this hidden cconomy. She was finally
helped oul of This modern bondage
by another immigrant, Muarco
Hodrisgues, a stocky Salvadarian from
halfway around lhe world. Her
personal account of her conrageous
escape from bondage was broken inlo
LA Weekly's Underground LA serics
m November 193G, Mualyvono was
awarded US54 7,000 in backpay last
week by Superior Courl Judge Jack
W Morgan, According to Clivisting
Riegos of the Uoalition for Humane
Immigriant Workers Rights in Los
Angeles (CTHRLAY, 11 was the lnrses
such award ever granled in southern
Califormia. Az the MNetwork's
sWilhsong, it was quile a case, nol only
because of the stz of the award bt
becanse of Hie hard and complex Tegal
fight needed to win i1

While Mulyono festified in Courd fhal
she was paid a 1155100 a month for
hér lubour, the family which
employed her denied they paid her
anylhing at all. Tina Nilam and her
husband Resinald all called her a
guest in their home.

Mulyone is an ethnic Javan, Nilam
while also from Indoncsia 15 from a
wealthy, cthnically Chinese family.
Mulyone had previously worked for
Milam's relatives in Jakarts before she
was pecruited o work in Los Angeles.
Experl lestimany al lhe lrial
deseribed the extremely hicrarchal
nature of domestic service in
Indonesia. 11 would be extremely
unlikely, wilnesses lestiflied for a
wealthy Chinese-Indoncsian family to
bring a Juvu-Indonesiun woman,
whom ey would usually view as
poorer and lower-caste o the USasa
wuesl,

Mulyono's memories of her years in
the Milam's were so trawmatic Hat
she conled testify in detml aboal Hines
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hearve consented to prostiiot o,

The 1ssue of chotee und consent asan
analylical tool is worlhless to
understand prostibution, Prostilulion
pro-exists as a system (hal pequires &
supply of female bodics and women
and girls will be kidnapped,
dieceived, enliced or persuaded to
epsure That supply. What is one to
make, for example of the case of the
hundreds of Nepali givls rafficked
into tndia? In the lrst two or three
yiears of their confivemenl in Bombay
brothels they are kept closcly guarded
and not allowed oulside becase al
any opperlunity, they will try lo
escape. In later yeurs, they will stand
displuyed in their finery oulside the
brothel door with no risk of their
running away. They may even leave
fora time and then relurn. Whal then
is The qualily of that later "consent”
that would define the prostilulion
exchiinge as concensial aclivily?

In recommending the vecosnilion of
prostitulion aslegitimate commerce,
the Government of Netherbinds soes
so far as Lo propose the concept that a
person may “lully and feeely consent
lo his fiis/ her oWl
cxploitation™"(cited in Jo Monde
Dpdonatire March 1997), For
wamen (as tor waorkers, indigenous
or colonized peoples™ whose
historical conditions Tes been one of
subordination and cxploifation, Lhis
1% clearly o buarbarous and
unacceptable  concepl.  Some
prostitutes and prostitotes’ rvights
advocates vigorously asser! lhe
possibility of the intesrity of wonmen's
agency in prostilulion and accuse
antiprostitution feminists of being

i

et ronizing and disvespectlul ol e
perspectives, In fucl, how women gel
inlo prositation is irrelevani to the
functioning of the prostilule system;
talher prostitulion mainbadns itsell as
it system Dy weltaed s and can be done
slond Worntes th pirostiluiion.

The issue of “personal choice
polilics™ rests on u owestern liberal
unclerstanding of human vights tuad
elevates individual will and choice
shove all other human values and
abonve 1]l ol ions of common good. But
for example, us o resull in cerkain
advances in biotechnology, the
concepl of personal choice has been
questioned and ethical 1ssues vaised
aboul the intewrity of the Tuman body
and persona and in connection with
the sule of human orsans, surrogale
motherhood or Tuman cloning.
Individual cheive isalso generally not
aceepted as argument for deag abuese,
Againgl The conception of the human
and social good, human community
Lias often seen the necessily (o mark
e boundavicsof personal liberty. Bul
perhaps because of mainstream
vortcepls of social good have never
included the class of women,
traditienally “socially subjugated”
(Charlesworth 78), it is folerated that
prostitution, “practice..... {that)
mtegrally conleibules la the
maintenance of an underelass”
(Mackinnon 78) be accepled on the
Lasis thal some women are freely
choosing it On that basis slavery
could have beenacee pled by human
socicly.

Adapted from Women in Action
No 2, 1897 (to e confinucd in
the next issue)

PROSTITUTION IN FIJI - SHOULD
IT BE DECRIMINALIZED?

(1
?h.zwe turted to prostitulion because | cannot gel any other joband | have

# family tolook aficr?™ These are the words of Gyan, an Indo-Fijisn sex workes:
Vor Gyan, proslitul ion is ust another job. Prostilulion in Fiji is becoming more
provalent. The issue has been discussed al great length in many circles -
amongs! aulhorities, women’s agencics, religions organisutions and social
development experts, Christian pundits label it the "siznof the times” with
prostilules branded as amongst the worst breed of humans, Meanwhile, a
renowned and inflluential chureh leader making comments i Cangfid In the

Crogsfive, 2TV decumenlary on
prostifulion siid il prosiitalion
should be decriminglized. Kalher
progressive comments from a church
leacder. However, prostilution is still
very moeh a shonned issue i Fin

People who engase i prostitution are
not just The downlrodden and
underprivileged bul most hold paid
crplovinent. Some sex workers are
hired out under the guse of nled
femule escorts. This s a more
argintised form of prostitution: Some
critivs have commented thal “every
wWorE I e preosdilude, marcipse is just
another legalised form of prostitution,
Decanse a woran would gevtorm il
her best with her Tover/husband il
she had an agenda

ant's lamily moved lo Suva to seck
financial  sceurity. She  was
unfortunate . uol  finding
employment, With sick parents,
siblings and childeen o care for, she
resoried Lo prostitelion asa means of
carning. Whilsl talking to Gyan, one
cannot help bul marvel al the
frankness with which she speaks
ahoul her employment. She has been
finding it difficull 1o gel work since
et sppeatance on nalional lelevision
in Chrpedat fn the Crovine “T huove Los)
all my Tixed clivnts because ey do
nel wanl to be seen with me. People
recagnize me now ind | huve lost the
meaper money 1 was earning from
olher sourees like welfare. My son wus
pusiied oul of sehool wnd my hoshand's
Gammily v frying to take my children
swany [romemwe,” she said, She has also
been formally charged by the Toliee
since her appearunce on TV and
subsequently Ged, Gelling canght in
prostifulion has g laree price tag,
socially and coonomically. For Gyan,
those e tie risks one akes as purt of
The joby “MNevw the Police are sounding
up the givls and no one 15 Lo be seen
loitering in the streets with the
intention of prostitution from [0.00
pr”

Whatl really pushes o woman lo
prostilution, an age-old profession
Hutd Das been silendly sceepted ciid
shunned throughou! the times.
Ledslha wivls in Japan are wioanen
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implications of Quman righis on
an individual's right to choose
means of survival, For the
average  oe  Bloge"  the
reptafion i rred Sligrnia
associated with this indusiry
precedes any argumenfs by
prostifufion advocates on the
malter.

The following article adapted
from Volume 2 of ke
publication Women in Action

'‘Radical feminist
analyse prostitution
as a cornerstone of
patriarchal control

and sexual
subjugation of
women that impacts
negatively not just
on the women and
girls in prostitution
but on all women as
a group."

puls us in perpective of offier
people's view, some of which
may be confrary to our persona!
belicfs on the matter

Wilh the worldwide explosion in
recent devudes of industvies based on
the production, sale and consmmption
of sex primarily personiflied in
women's bodies, There is even more
pressing need to understund the
phenomenon of prostilulion in the
range and diversified form it is
taking, and for feminists to analyze
these developments [or Lheir
significance and impact on women's
slalus.

The flesh trade in Thatland has been
cstivnated by End Child I'rostitution
in Asian Tourism (DUVAT) Bo generite
between LS$18-2 L6 billion a yearor
over half of the entire 1995 budget
of thal counlry [n Japan it equals the
Picfense budgel. Ferhaps because a
powetrlul economy has arisen avound
the sale of sex, totally integrated into

the local and mational economies and
hugely profitable for industrialists
and for states, more voices are heing
raised to suggest and in some arcas,
to demand thal prostilulion be
decepted as vommerce and as
legitimate work for women and a
valid means for women's cconomic
e prwerment,

Dilfering Peminist Analyses

Some arguments claim o find in
prostilulion a practice of women's
resistance to and sexual liberation
from norms and tradilional moral
precepis on sexuality that huve served
to control und subordinale womcn.
Radical feminisis’ ideology, on the
ofhier hand, vicw prostitution as a
cornerstorne of patriarchal control and
sexual subjugation of women that
impacis negatively nol
just on the women and girls
in  proslilulion but on all
women. Because prosiifution
vontinually affirms and reinforces
patricarchal definitions of woren as
having a primary funciion o scrve
men sexually.

Human Rights Argumenls

Liuman rights arguments are being
mzrshialed on both sides of the divide,
for and against prostitution. Feminis)
movement apply a luowan rights
framework to women’s condition
while al the same fime challenging
and redeflining mainstream human
rights principles with women's
perspective.

Righ! lo Self-dctcrmination

For the prostitution advocates,
foremost among human rizhls
principles invoked to detend the right
to prostilule is the right to self-
defermination. This is understood as
the individual’s right to make
autonomous choices and decisions
which can include cngaging in
consensual commercial sex as well s
selting the terms of that sexual
cxchange, There are many problems
with this position. Pirstly, ils failure
to acknowledge the sevial, coonomic
und polifical imbalances and scxual

relationsof power belween men and
women, which 1s the contes! wherely
these cholees and decisions are being
e,

Sceondly, it also fails lo ask the
guestion whether or not prostitubion
can Tead lo social and sexual equality
for women or willil in facl conlinue
to-reinforee gender disparitivs of
rights and status. As lins been pointed
out by human rights advocates, “hy
failing to lake the phenomenon of
male domination of women in both
the public and private worlds into
accounl, the right 1o sell-
delermination can in facl reinforce
oppression against women through its
complicily in systemalic male
appression and  violence”
(Charleswoilh, " 75).

It is predormmantly a North and class-
blind perspective thal trivialises the

"“The issue of choice and
comnsent as an
analytical tool is
worthless to understand
prostitution.
Prostitution pre-exisis
as a system that

requires a supply of
female bodies and

women and girls will be
Kidnapped, deceived,
enticed and persuaded
to ensure that supply"

massive phenomenon of  the
abduclion, deception and trafficking
inlo prostilation of women and givls,
mostly from countrics in the South but
today also from lhe dislocaled
ecomomics of easlern Furope which
constitules by far the mosl prevalenl
procurement method worldwide, Tt
docs not take infe accoun! the plain
fact that male users of prostituiion do
not ask lo know or care if the humian
merchandise they purchse consenl lo
being pul at their scxual disposal. The
stated consent of some, therefore, can
dumn (he others who by na means
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Upcoming Events

Wowmen rtnound the World

e Tried 1o convince Hhem o real ner s an cqual amed pay hier Tay, Traal
abservers o Lhe olher hand described the family's festimony us reliearsed. In
the end, Judze Morgan rejected The assertion that Mulyono wasaan extended
houseguest and caleulnled her back wages at the $4.25 legal minimum for 2
years, 9 months and 65 hoursa week tincluding overtime). That produced the
award of $47,000. Yu and Mulyono both belicved that while dramatic, her
situation is very common: That belicl drew Mulyono to become sclive in
Diomestic Worker's Assoviation, CHIRLA project which seeks o organize and
inform domestic workers of llieir labour rights,

International Women’s Day

7WRM staff is gearing up for the International Women’s Day

in March, 1998. As part of the Coalition of NGOs which are
planning on a series of aclivilies in celebration of the UN 50"
Anniversary of the Declaration of Human Rights, FWRM
will be holding some exciling and novel events to celebrate the
Declaration in conjunction with IWD in March. The NGO
Coalition comprising of organizations such as SPACHEE, Fiji
Women’s Crisis Center, Red Cross, Women's Action for Change,
AIDS Taskforce, Fiji Young Lawyers Association, Fiji Trades
Union Congress, Fiji YWCA, Greenpeace and Pacific Concerns
Resoutce Center have divided up the calendar year and allocated
months during which lime to hold respective activities according
to organizational objectives and aims. FWRM along with WAC
and FWCC will be holding activitics in March and plans are
underway to host breakfast shows in a lecal radio station , hold
a women's breakfast and panel discussion, host radio and TV
programs, contribute articles and sticker inserts into the local
newspapers and initiate poster and essay competitions targeted
al school kids. The Movement’s theme for the International
Women’s Day campaigh will be Girls Can Do Anything
relative to FWRM’s main projecl, Women’s Employment &
Feonomic Rights (WEER).The theme was also chosen to
recognise the Rights of the Girl Child with the vision Lhat the
rights of girls and young women will be highlighled and
recognised. Plans are also underway to hold fundraising drives
for the Movemen! such as hosting a Niu Waves evening with
the USP based wrilers group and members are inviled lo assist
stalf in implementing the activitics planncd by visiting the
FWRM office or calling us by telephone on 313156.

_mtﬁuawdiawau&4mﬂww
covered in Mis wewaletter, We also
welcome corributions el ar sbort

Aories about whal s bappering in your

Flosition acant
Housewife:
f‘\pphcaﬂcms are tnvited for the
posilion aFma:mgcr r:.-if:t |fw:|}r i,eam_
D'F 'FC‘L”' dcfﬂ-}ﬂf“"g |I:}L1IUIL!{J&[5 C-"['
differing needs and paisonalities. The
*::1('.r.-:‘.'s5dll ;lppfl'ca nkwaill be l'equllc:d
to perform and coordinate the
{-}.Slﬁrmmg finctions: campanion,
ronnselor, Fi'n.'i neial ma nager,
purchasing officer, teacher, nuise,
chef. nutritionist, decorator, cleansr,
child cave supervisor, social sectetary
and recreation officer,
(?uuliﬁmﬁun-: Apphicants must
tave unlimited driveand the strongest
sense of responsibility i(Fthey are to
succeed in this job, They must be
independentand self motivated and
be able to work n isolation and
without supetvision. They must be
skilled inthe ma hagement DFFEOP!C
ofall ages. They must be able to work
under stress for lang periods of time
without titing, T|1t:1,r must have the
adaptability to handle all new
developments in the life of 3 team
including emergencies and scrious
crises. Thf_",,r must be able to
f:ﬂ“'}n]‘ll"il:a{l: an 4 leﬂﬂ' GF i5’5-[u:5
with people of all ages, including
Jr![,lb‘[[(_' setvants, school teachers,
doctors, dentists, tradespeople,
businesspeople, teenagers and
children. They must be competent in
the ]Jrar:ﬁc&] skills listed above. Thcy
must be healthy, cteative, activeand
otitgoing, to encourade the physical
and social dml't_‘|ﬂprmﬂ_ nt of the team
members. They must have
intagination, ssnsitivity, wat nrth, lows
and understanding, since they aic
responsible for the mental and
emotional well-being of the team.
Hours of work: All waking houts
and 24 hourshifi when necessary.
Pay: Nosalary o vage. Allowances
by arrangement from time to time
with the income sarning member of
the team. The successful applicant
rmay be requited to hold 3 secand job.
i addition o the one advertised here.
Renefite: No guaranteed holidays.
Mo quarantesd sick leave, maternity
leave ot long service leave. No
quaranteed life or accident insurance.
Mo wotker's compensation and no
superannuation.
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Weetings & Beporto

Toname - Let's Talh Hout it

CorLoMBO MEETING ADDRESSES VIOLENCE

by Vani Iulaki

7!13 meeling on Violence Against

Women (VAW) held in Colombo,
Sri Lanka on August 21st and 22nd
was organised by the Asia Pacific
Forum of Women, law &
Developmoent  (APWLD).Al
network parties/affiliates were
invited. FWRM was the only
organisalion from the Pacific
regzion invited to attend. In keeping
with APWLLY s commitment to
facilitate network building and
mobilization for change in the Asia
Pacific region, cspecially in the
area of policy advocacy and
reform, the meeting objectives
were as tollows:

lo be able to critically discuss
and analyzc communily
violence and facilifate deeper
understanding of the range of
issues and the varied posifions
thereon;

lo be able fo explore
prossibilitics fov the different
groups representicd. To follow-
up nationally and regionally
on the recommendations of
the 1IN Special Kapporteur on
VAW presented n her Sed
report to the LN Comumission
on Human Rights in Geneva;
to b able to assisi the Special
Rapporteur on VAW in her
forthcoming veporl on "Siate
of Violence" and "Violcnee
Against Women in Armed
Conflict Situations”.

The Special Rapporteur, Dr
Radhika Coomaraswamy
reiterated thal the 1ssue of viclence
was only highlighted duving the
Vienna Meeling in 1993, Thisled
to the formation of the Declaration
of Violenee and he establishment
of the UN Special Rapporteur. The
meeting heard thal VAW was a
new issue nol enly to the Human
Rights Commussion bul alse lo the
Women's Movement. One of the
things that she emphasized in her
reporl were ways in which
proventative measures empowers
civil societies to deal with 1ssucs,
She also veilevated that concerted
effort should be made to counteract
violenee issucs. She informed
parlicipants that her role as
Special Rappateur was basically
an outcome of pressurcs by
women’s movemenls throughout
the world. Tn her third veport she
addresses rape, domeslic violence
and trafficking of women. Some
participants fell that her rveport
was more focused on rape and that
il fails lo recognize other forms of
violations  that women are
stibjecled to. In her report,
Coomaraswamy also provided
case sludies to enable readers fo
have a cleaver piclture of lhe
vulnerability of women, more
importantly, the seriousness of the
acls of violence, These case studies;
I believe allowed women to
recognize similar forms of
violence perpetrated on women, i

7~

“Whatever largely male religious leaders may
claim about God's views on how men should
treat women, men's attitudes and behaviours
are largely responsible for the stresses that
lead to violence against women and drive
women to suicide," Wadan Narsey, N+®
@Parliamentarian

1'

STARSTRUCK!!!

,4“1'{-]] known foothaller  raped o
sirl of 16 yeurs in Uganda. e ordeal
wis said Lo have gone on for over 30
minutes during which time {he
perpetrator fell asleep. The wirl
managed to cscape locking the vapist
in the honse, She immediately
reported (e matter o an unele who
escoried her to the nearest police
station. The police wenl 1o the scene
of the crime and found the rapist still
asleep as reporicd. He wus arrested
and detained at the police slalion.

The story broke out in the newspaper
on July 10 {the inciden! look place on
July i Foottall fans and relatives
ol The rapist were enraged and swore
revenige o e gils family for the
damaging the foothaller’s carcer (he
184 professional based in Turkey). The
sl and her fanily wenl into hiding
o avoid passible harm to them.

The perpetrator was kepi al the police
slalion for five days afler which time
the Director of Tublic Proseculions
(0T released hiim on the approval
1l The complaimant had changed her
mind about giving cvidence al the
tril. The DET declared he had wo
doubl that an offense had been
committed but ruled that 1he case
could not proceed wilhoul a
complainanl.  The Ugandan
Constitution gives the DI aulhorily
todecide whetheror nol o prosceuie,
The law requires that cvery person
suspected of comumilling an offense
should be produced in Court wilhin
48 howrs of commilling e offense.
The suspect in this cascwas held in
police custody for five days. The 1071
stated that he had also taken into
consideralion the reputation of (he
suspected.

Women's rights oreanisalions were
outraged by the DPs decision, This
has become a regular puttern where
scxual offenses against women arc not
proseculed on The same gronnds,
There are some informalion thal
police officers and relalives are
involved in convincing survivors of
violence not to prosceute. Aclivists i

those employers, emiployees and
unions  do  not practice
dhiscrimination based on sex in the
workplace and in collective
agreements. Ensure thal workers
will not be diseriminated against
because of gender.

To change laws, adminislration
policies that may not be in line
with the convention,

3.Convenlion No. 156:
Workers with Family
Responsibililies, 1981

This Convention apphes to both
male and female workers whao
have family responsibilitics,
example dependenl children.
elderly 85
immediate tamily
members who
need their care
and suppork.

When a counlry

b reason lor ermination of
employment.

The Convention allows those
workers who wish fo leave the
same family responsibilities would
be given equal support fo re-cater
the workforce. ‘The Convention

encourazes the provision of

training and guidance for workers
lo enable them to cope with these
vesponsibilities whislt maintaining
paid employment.

It ensure that the Collective
agreetents (those made hetween
the umion and the employer) shall
also take info account family

vesponsibilifies of workers; when

sympathehe To workors willi
Family responsibililies when
dealing with ssues such as
overtime. The issue of veduction
i the honrs of workis fon wonkers
with tamily commilments should
be entertaimed. Woinen returning
to work following maternity leave
should be enlitled le oblain a leave
aof shsence (usoally called pavental
leave) wilhout it affecting her
cmployimenl. In the case of Fiji, i
means that the worker will be
guaranleed job securily it she
wishes to take extra leave to be
with her newborn child. ‘This
parental leave should also be
available to both paviners.

There 15 &
whole range
of provisions
& for workers
1 owith family
vesponsililitics
that is
covered in

vatifies this e : _
convenlion, il l! Convenlion
agrees to; © 71y R No. 156 and
; \ _
o by t“ g TOOCYTUEADON
Fnact laws and/ ; \ o i b \ No 165,
or policies which - e . § 9 \._ ) )
will make As fuctery workers, most garment industry emplayees are denied basic This  picee

allowances for emplopment rights such as maternity leave and have been knovwn to work in compiled by
women and men  infwanane working environments. FWRM continues to fight for their employament yeey Erafect

workers  with  rights.
family responsibilities.

It encourages the development of
communily services such as
childcare in the workplace,
domestic leave in order to attend
to sick chaldren and dependents.
The convention specifically states
that family vesponsibililies will not

transferring workers from one
place o another, issues such as
whether or not the spouse will be
able to find employment in the
new ared and whether or nol theve
are schools suitable for the
children.

It ensures thal employers are

QOffiver
Repiled Nicole appeared (e the 1i
times Supplomcat of World
Hurvan Righls Dy e Decerifer
997 I iz based on the
research  paper “Labowring
Liacler the Taw ™ by At Emberson-
Bain&ClaireNlalfer,

IS IT A HUMAN RIGHT TO PROSTITUTE?

Frostifution the  age-old
profession, taken for granted by
many socicties. In parts of Asia,
the "Flesh Trade®, as il more
cofoguially known genergles
approximately  USSIS-2( ¢
Billion dollars per anmum - i
lucrative indusiry fndeed.

in many fuman rights and
feminist  circles, debales
corfinne on whethor or not i iy
the individuals righi to choose
stich a profession. some argue
that the right o "self-
ceferminalron” wsurps all other
argument and ideofagy on the

sutter. It is nnderstood that the
individpal has the right o midke
choices and decision involving
thetfr coconomic sirvival.,

In Fiji, where prostitution s
legul, the averaee person iy
not fully comprehends the

q



ENHANCING WOMEN WORKER RIGHTS
THROUGH THE ILO CONVENTIONS

A'Iich: 235 of the Human Rights

Declaralion  stipulates  that:

. Ewveevone fas the right fo work,
for free cloice of crpdoyment, o

st andd favorable conditions of

waork and to profection against
e mpidoyment.
2, Bveryone, withoud iy
discrimination, has the righ! lo
el puy for cqual work.
3. Lveryonce who works fas fhe
right fo just gad  favoralie

rethanerdation cnsuring fimsclf

dmed his family an existence
weorthy of fineman dignify, and
stupplemoented, §IF wocessacy, by
other meants of sociad protection,
4. Evervone has the right to form
aand o join frade wnions for the
profection of fis/sler infercsis.

As part off its role inaddeessing the
ceonomic inequalitics and the
employmen! injustices cxpericneed
by women workers in Fij, the 1iji
Women's Righls Movement (FWERM)
Phrongh ils Womicn, Emplayment &
Loonomie Rights (WERK) project will
be lobbying |he Hiji Government to
valify cerlain Internationsl Labor
Organization ([LO) Convenlions.

There are iltogcther 22 Convenlions
and 20 Becommendalions which are
velevant 1o women workers and of
these, Hji has only ratified one 1.0
Convention (No. 45 - Underground
Work).

There are three specilic [LO
Convenltions, which Hhe TWEM
belicves should bhe ratificd and
practised by the Government of i if
we e tooachieve belter workers’
rights and nllimately homan rights
for our women. These conventions

are:
I. Convenlion Mo 1 00
Egual Remuneration
Convention, [951.

The Reconmmendalion associabed
wilh lhis convention s No, 90
which is  litled the Lgual
Remnneralion Becommendation,
| £y o 1

2 Convenlion Mo, 111

triscrimination (Employmenl
and Occupation)
Convenlion, 1958, The
recommuendalion
complementing 1his convention is
Na, 111 titled Diseriminalion
{Employment and Qecupation)
Recommendilion, [a58.

3. Convenlion Mo 156:
Workers wilh Family
Responsibilitics Convenlion.
1981, Hecomunendation No.
165 is lhe complementing
recommendation which is lilled
“Workers with tamily
BEesponsibilitices
Recommendabion, 189481

4.Convenlion MNo 100:Equal
Remuneralion Convenlion,
1951, This convention addresses
the issuc of cgual pay for hoth
men and women on the principle
ol Equal pay for Work of Egual
4 i ! ] e

That ts, men sod women who do the
sitttie jobs should be given the same
pay. There is wo ground for
dhiscrimination based on sex, which
s Hhal vou cannot pay @ worie i
worker fess than a male workerif they
atie performing the same tasks. Thee
have been many cases where, a male
worker and a female worker have
Dreen doing the s jobs bul the female
worker receives less than the male
worker docs simply beeanse she sa
w o m il "

I there are do be differences in wiges,
il will be based on merit of the worker
.2 her academic qualifications, her
expericnee and NOT hor sext

The sccompanying recommendalion
{MNo. 90) seis out suidelines lor
achieving the aims and objectives of

Ihe above convention. According to
he recommendation, Hhe woverinent

should:

Practice the principle of cqual
puy for work of cqual valoe for
its own cmployees

Inform and cneourage slatulory
orgarisalions, local governments and
ollier employers to do the same. Bring
about kows which make equal pay a
leszal vight and at the same time set
oul penaltics lor those emplovers who
continue to discriminale belween
their workers beeause of their sex.

The reconunendation also says that in
i company, which has a system of
merements, the size of the increments
should be the same for both male and
female workers porforming the sune
type of work., The ain herve is lo do
awiy with procedures within un
organisalion, which discriminale
according to sex. Workers whether
wale or female should have egual
pccess o promotions, further leaining
opportunilies ¢le.

4. Convenlion No. L11T:
Discrimination (Employmwenl
and Occupalion} Convenlion
| a 5 &8

This  convention  prohibits
discrimination in the workplace an
the basis of vace, coloar, sex, religion,
political vpinion, or secial ovigin. The
term Employment and Qeoupalion in
this convenlion inclides, iraining
opporiunitics, aecess tojobs, the terms
and conditions of hal job, F'WREM s
lobbying for the vatification of this
convention to ensure (hal women
workers are nol denicd access to jobs,
training, and promations on (e Dasis
of their sex.

When a country ralifies 1LO
convention No. 111, il agrees tor

Hemove discriminalion based on the
sex of an individual.
Take all appropriate dclion lo cnsure
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Lettens to the Editor

Let's Talk sHout it

Oclober 23, 1997

The Edlibow

Letters lothe Editor Column
Fiji Times

Suva

Fax: 301421
Plear Sir,

The Fiji Women’s Righls Movemenl
writes in response o Noa Nudruku's
acquiltal in a Canberra Courl
vesterday, as reporied in both the daily
newspapers. We are concerned that
Madruku’s acquittal alter assuulling
two women, ote being his wife, by
Magisirate Madden will have greal
ramificalions on similay cases thal
come before the Courls, This is an
example of blatant hypocerisy in the

Justice system. 11 goes without saying

thal Nadruku’s
aclions would
have left a ®sour
tasle in the
mouths™ of
rugby leazue
Tans worldwide
and we hope
that he will heed
the call: you can
{ool some people
some lime but
youcan't fool all
the people all of
the limc.

We are shocked
that the Courl,
being the one
place where women expect juslice
and redress from he violent and
hullying lactics of men has, throneh
this judgment reinforced one of the
oldest myths - “he was loo drunk to
he responsible for his actions™, This
15 virtual licensing drunk men to go
around assaylting and harassing
women and being justified in The
natie of alecholic “blackout™. What
kind of message does his wclion
frondoned by Courts), send out to
impressionable young men whoe look
up to Madruku asa role model?

This scenario is becoming all too
familiar © A pub/mightclub scene,

mtoxwahon {or so he ¢laims) and
physical violenee against women,
Except that the offenses occurted in
two different countries, earlicr in Fiji
and recenlly in Australia.

Suffice to say that e women involved
it 1his case would be feeling cheated
by the cause of justice. Although
neither cases ended in u court

Judgment defining women’s righls in

this wrea, both would be empowering
experiences for he women whowere
imvolved. They took matters inlo their
own hands, acting as ndividuals
(willt sympathetic Jawyers) ina cluss
action, A class achion is 4 group of
prople suing on behalf of a larger
sroup affecled by the issuc. Within
our region, individual women have
pursned cases such as these at great
personal cost and some have
triumphed inspite of the syslem.

1% |

Madriku now hasa police vecord and
il justive serves, | he Court should dish
oul oul punishment to fif the crime.
Being 4 re-offender justifies a harsh

puenally.

Nadruku's stalus has obviously
shielded him considering that this is
the second time he has gollen away
with 11, The fact that this has
happened ina NSW courl is ivonical
and saddening ecause organisations
such as ours look up to the NSW stale
as i model for its progressive policics
and strategic plans to address
violence weainsl women.

T T IR F
30 O

MNadrukn must learn to take
responsibility for his actions and he
obviously needs help lor i, The
messge must conlinue o go ol thit
only weak men beat up women - and
that there is no juslilication for
vielence whatsoever - alcoholic
“Dlackowt™ or not. We hope thut the
currcnt  progress by some of our
Magislrates in Uiji in senlencing wile
bashers will continue to be u beacon
of hope Tor the women of 11ji as we
supporl  our  government’s
commiiment in Beljing o work
towards a socicly free of violenee
a sl Women.

Yours sincerely,
Gaylene Oshorne
ima Tagicakibau
Roscmary Maivalurua

This letter was compiled by the
statlf of FWRM
in  responsc o
o the ascguitial of
national rughy
representative
Noag Nadrukn,
who Was
| charged for
assaufiing two
Wamen in
Canberra  lasi
year. Nadrukuo
fiad commiiied
the sane offcnse
in bgr an 19895

Dual sporting hera and household name Noa Nadruku (left) pictured here  and  was  also
with Fiji's Printe Minister Sitiveni Rabuka during a recent event. His case  acquitled. tor
triggered mived reactions but the fact still remains that vielence shonld ot ¢ 2 5 0 0 5
be tolerated in any Court. Phote" Courtesy of the Fiji Times,

wnknown, the
lelter wasx not
published in  the  flocal
newspapers. [l

"In passing, 1 think,
that the first time

Adam had a chance,
fie [aid the blame
on woman,” Nancy

Astor
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From the Fditorial Desk

Happy New Year!!l

the stall of FWEM would like to
wish members 3 happy Now Year.
1he office closed its doars from
December 24™ 1997 o January 2
1 Lo allow staff time with loved
oncs duting the Christrnas season.

The editotial tcam apologizes lor
the delay in printing this issue. For
those membets who have inguired
about Balance, thank you for your
interest, Late last year, TWERM has
taken onhboard two additional
staff. As mentioned previonsly
Reijicli Nicole takes over as the new
WEELR  Project  Officer.Gina
Houng Lee has been appointed the
new Coardinator. She replaces
Gaylene Oshorne. Gina has beei
an active member at the FWREM (or
many years and she has a special
interest in women’s rights
advoracy and lobbying. She was
Fersonnel and fraining Mandger
with the Qil Company shell (Fiji)
Ltd. and her role s Lo push PWRM
ter greater heights. We would like
ler Lthank you for your support
throughoul year and lock forward
Lo your continued support in
1998 A reminder Lo members who
bave nol paid their aunoal
subscription lee lhat your subs grc
due. Please comc in and sce
Communication Officer Roscmary
Maivalorua about payments of suls
or scnd in your cherque or money
order to the addiess listed below
Your membetship fee goes 3 long
way in sustaining this publication
and cnables us to send you your
copy of Balance. We hape that yoo
ehjey this cospry of the newsletler
and please write 10 aboul your
viewss or if e wish to have 3 story
ar picce pul.:ll"shr_’:’[ in Balanee.

Send in your letters and
subscripiion fee to:

Fiji Women's Rights
Movement

P O Box (4194

Supa

Fifi Islands

Télephone: (679) 313156 or
Fax: (679) 313466

Sqfiscr;pﬂml rates:
Fifi: T§5

South @acific Member
Countries: Ti10

Hustralia &f WNew Zealand:
B e ]

Americas and Asia: FY20
Turope o Sub-Safiara: T§25

Ussundda are working under @ network called T'WONET to ensure that thes
practise 15 stopped. The network s prepared to Ole o constitulions] cour 1o
challenge the DIT™s decision and/or o have the constitulion provision
inlerpreted,

Somne of e lewal issues raised were:

o i the DPPs discretionabsolule e withoul an obligation loact judiciously?

o v the wilhdrawal of the cooperation of the complainant fual 1o thw
prosccution casecven where there s olher evidence i supporl of the
case? Wonld roles perlaining to hostile witnesses upply in this case?

s does the Govermnent have a obligation to prosecute cases of sexual
violenee ugainst women? [ so, does this obligtion imply a duty to carry
ot thorough investigalionsand provide a criminal procedure and evidence
system which is vichim [riendly? Whatl 1 extent the extent of this
oblivation?

s doesa private individual bave a right to withdraw a criminal case (not
breing a private prosecution? Is the position different il e indrvidual isa

minor at Lo {From page [6)

i s s case of parcnls choosing to turn a blind eye and deal ears becuuse they
were enjoying the perks lavished on them by Tese “rich people with nice vars
and a lot of money.” As is the case of Ausiralia, some believed to be mvelved in
paedophilin activitics in Fiji are those in the higher echelons of society thus
the difficulty in ascertaining Hhe Gcts and perpetrators: “Phis shroud of secreey
15 becanse of the fac! Thal some invelved ave in high up places and it isin the
best inferests of the community that some things be kepl from the public. It is
the ultimate crime, debasing the innocent and pure and those who are attracted
te these paedophilia aclivities are normally those who [vel nnlouchable by
Faw," said a commentator. The rise in prostilulion and recent pacdophilis
cases i Fiji is testimony lo the valnerahility of women and children to the sex
industiy, What needsto be done now, is for everyone lobe involved in serious
dialogue imd awareness raising aboul Hhe issues surrounding prostitution and
olher sex relaled activitics. The vealous promotion of Fiji asa louvist destination,
the croding religions and cultural beliefs, lhe clamping down of scx tourism
i Southess! Asia and the acceleraled exposure of Tiji to the globul economic
and information systems can make Fiji, the *hab of the Paciflic” a ferfile “hub
of the Pacific sex industry.” Lets do somel hing now! gy

{Froen peige &)

poverty oflen have no choice bul loexploil lhe natural world i order to survive,
Serious aclion is required fo provide the basic necessities of life so that the
natural world is not exploiled beyond its rexeneralive powers; to develop the
covironmenial health basics, waler, clean air, afe food, sanitation and wasle
management — blocks on which wellness is buill and to work for the protection
of the environmenl and the conservation and rehabilitation of degraded systems.

(from page )

some of the problems we are being faced with today. Respecting others’
human rights is truc democracy.  Governments allowing the offechve
participation of its people m the decision making process, the politically
and coomomically strong giving a helping band to the underprivilezed,
the vespect of other people’s religion, cullures and hadittons and the
protection of the less physically able people are hallmarks Lo lrue
democracy, Lets join hands in achieving this by supporting the promolion
of humian vights, ==

18 (From page 5)

meluding Ema’sand Zavina’s were
a handful, making up lhe numbers
and participating in the games, By
11.30 am Reijichi and Roscmary
left fou thie Suva Bus Stalion to join
the Fifi Women™s Crisis Conter
organized public march. Ema and
Zarima held the fort and cheered
lvom the balcony while the march
WaS 1TH PROCession,

The coalibon of NGOs meluded
PURC, SPACHLE, YWCA, I'TUC,
Greenpeace Pacilie, FCOSS and
many ofhers, Al in all, around 50
people joined in the marvch,

Led by our sislers
from  FWCC,
with Ldwina al
the helm shonthing

down the hooter. |#
Roscmary  and 35
Reijieli  were §
joined by ¥
members Vika |5
and Sofaia who
lent numbers to
the P'WEM linenp.
Roszcmary also

joined Edwina Ifwemen are to claim their rights, i hus to start by fH"Hg aware of whar
using the hooter their rights are as these Methodist wamen learnt from a one-duy workshop

PROMOTING HUMAN RIGHTS IS
TRUE DEMOCRACY

pﬂ.‘(‘t‘!‘ltbl.'l' 10th wus carmarked as
World Human Rights Day. PWERM
joined other orgunizations in
celebrations which ineluded a street
provession, an open day and other
achivilics to raise awarcness aboul
human rights, 1998 will be the 5000

Anmiversary of B HN Declavation of

Herwazaer Rigdrds and Fijiwill be joining
other nations in celebeating this
ovienl,

Human rvighis is an issue much
bandivd aboul i inlernalional
circles, The VN reclarabion of Humun

e 8

and it wis hot conducted by FIWWRM last year

long before olher marchers gained
enough confidence to shoul
slozans and messagzes. At Sukona
Park, marchers and members of
the general public congregated to
listen Lo speeches by NGO
representatives. Closing  the
celebrations was Ramulo Garcia,
Resident Represenlative of Lhe
Untied Nations Dovelopment
Program. Reijieli delivered a brief
speech on behall of PWRM. She
spoke on lhe Movement's role and
plizht in promoting women and
children’s basic human rights in
liji. Back al the otfice, lhe day
ended with children receiving
prizes for games. Morve than GO
people entered the doovs of PWRM

in response to our invitation.

Hights was developed following the
seeond world war when world
leaders resolved that war was the
ultimate abuse of lnoman rights. As
much as 5O years have passed when
countries valificd the Human Rights
Convention. Debate on human rishis
have beenand continue tohe a wide
issue and governmenis and peoples
all over the world have comumitied
(hemsalves Lo promaoling Hhe concepl.

[ asked u friend if human rights also
meant the right to pillage and steal
from the vich o feed a starving Family
e her reply was “with liuman
rizhts comes responsibilitics.” | then
understood hal stealing [rom tha
privilesed someone lo caler for the
need of the not so privilesed is
vinlating somiceone else’s o righis,

Alonse Hhe simne conveplt, one could
view those who are  more
ceonomically  wnd  phivsically
powertul vielating the basic human
rieht of others osa violation of human
Fihis such ax bad governance and
vormuption.

As Lwrile, here dre countriesinwhich
the violation of buasic hnman vights
are occureing. Conntbries such as
Cambodia, Bousanville and Easi
Timoer. A wniversity student came o
the FWHEM office wilh o piciure
magazine of the violations in Kasl
Timaor i owhich
soldicrs dre
realizing a fovtune
in taking
photographs
durims torhare and
| killing sprees and
seliing them, The
| piclurcswere very
disturbing  wnd
araphic depicling
women and men
tarlured and killed
like  animals
When one talks of
human  vights,
what was in that
mugaxine showed The ullimale
violation of basic human rights of 4
peraon. Trading in e dying monienis
of @ human being can be considered
The ullimate violation of human righls
by stripping away someonc’s right o
die wilh dignily.

Closer 1o home, violations of hnmun
righls also occur in various furms, The
rape and pliysical abuse of women
and children, the miscarringe ol
justice resulting in persons being
imprisoncd miustly withoul proper
represenldions, workers not being
compensiled for injuries sushained
during duly, he maltreatment of
(wornen) workers by unscrnpulous
employers and  racial, religious and

cudteeral human rihis abese are just

-
]
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leadership roles and in decision
making in the community,

The denial of women’s rights to
control their own bodies in
reproduction puls their lives at
areat rvisk, especially when it is
combined with poverly and poor
health  services. Sustainable
development can not be a reality
withou! women’s full
participation, Yel we know only
too well that women cannol
conlribute and participate as equal
prvtners willi men as long as they
are burdencid with

and abuse 4t home.
No  zovernment ™%
policy can hope tnl“.
cnhance women’s .2

ECON O M iR,
gmpowerment or
poa bt e a )}
parlicipation as long
as womoen lve under
fear and threat of
violence in Lhe home.
The reality of

violence and conlrol by males at
home denies them their polential
o participate as equal partners
with men in the process of
development, Vielence against
women in the home, workplace
and in the community musl
thevefore be considered as human
rights violalions.

Women'’s lack of access and rights
to own property such as land and
house, ko credit facilities and lack
of contrel over family income
must also be highlighted as a
human vights issue which neads
o be addressed

Female-headed households
comprise a high percentage of the
poor in Fiji. Women's economic
vights include their righl lo
organize as workers and highlight
issues such as sexual harassment

and the exploitation of women as
a source of cheap labor where they
work long hours without adeguale
protechon tor social sccurity, leave
conditions and occupational
health and safety standavds,
Inequality reinforces gender
violenoe against women.

Through ils Legam Litcracy and
Economic Rights Project, TWRM
aims lo contribule lowards
building a culture of human
vights in Fiji by educating the

Sl i A
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1 NGO consolidare and march for ainan vights during the World Haman
womoen's and . ; - ;
children? Rights Day in December last year. Photo: Courtesy of the Fiji Wamen's

: E : Crisis Center.
exporience of

community about the basic
human rights of workers, cle, 1t
seeks to encourage those people
lo claim their vights, to plead with
those wha have the power to
respect the rights of others and
defend them, Ultimately it is not
about women’s vighls or
childven’s rights; it is aboul
respecting the vights of others in
outrsociety so that we can realize
the vision where evevyone
men, women and children can
¢njoy their hwman rights.

The foflowing commentary
was adapied from the arficle
by Ema Tagicakibau
published in the Fiji Timcs
on Sunday 14712797 in
commemaoration of world
Human Rights Day.

P2 4.\
LomAN RIGHTS DAY, SIS

FWRM OFPEN DAY

7WRM‘5 office was a flurry of
aclivily on December & last year
to celebrate World Human Rights
Day. 'WRM stalf and members
preparved themselves for an Open
Day, the very fivst lime in F'WRM's
history, The objective of the Open
Day was to invile the general
public to lind out more about our
advocacy and hwman rights work,
Staff did not go home unlil lale
into the night
on Lhe eve of
the Chpent
! Day. Poslers
Br were put up,

. _!'}f' lreasure hunt

e e o Y clucs  were

fr- planted, ancd
books were
strategically
placed and
arvanged In
the library in
preparation
for the big
day. Special gratitude goes lo
Punja & Sons for kindly donating
snacks for refreshments,

On the morming of the Open Day,
the office was a sight to behold! 1L
wis almoslt as if it had been given
a facelifl overnight. Fresh and
clean cloths covered the tables
holding information on family
law, women’s and children’s
rights, LIIV/AIDS, women and
cmployment ete. and colorful
posters donned the passageway,
flowers blossomed n its holders,
tea was browing and vefreshments
were sct oul for guests. By 10.00
am there were a handtul of vistlors
teickling in to view the displays
and meet the staff. Childven of staft

7

AGENDA 21: PROGRAM OF ACTION FOR
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT*

2 AGENDA 21 calls for:

- Elimination of all obstacles (legal, administrative,
cultural, social & economic) to women's participation
in sustainable development & public life, including
the elimination of violence against women

= Implementation of the Forward-Looking Strategies,
which recognise women's role as ecosystem
managers, & the need for women to participate in the
control of environmental degradation

» Increasing the proportion of women as decision-
makers, planners, technical advisers, managers &
extension workers in environment & development
programs

« Assessing the impact of development & environment
policies & programs on women

- Ensuring that women participate in & benefit from
environment & development policies & programs

« Revising educational materials to ensure that
women's knowledge and roles in environment &
development are appreciated

» Consultation with women to develop & promote
environmentally sound technologies

« Research on women's knowledge & experience in
managing natural resources

- Actively promoting & ensuring women's full
participation in all aspects of forest management,
conservation & sustainable development

= Recognising the vital role that women play in the
conservation & sustainable use of biological diversity

®* AGENDA 21 is a program of action for Governments, UN agencies, &
NGOs to take from now to the 21st Century, to promote sustainable &
environmentally sound development. AGENDA 21 was adopted at the
UN Conference on Environment & Development in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil,
June 1992, Onec of its 40 chapters is devoted to Global Action for
Women towards Sustainable & Equitable Development.

Prapared by Juliet Hunt for *Beneath Peredise: Documeniaton by Yomen in Pecific NG©a® Juby 1824
Graphice by Anna Lucas & Piose Merus from *Teim Bipo® Sogen Metionel High School. PHNG. 1388




UNITED NATIONS EFFORTS TO RAISE THE
STATUS OF WOMEN: THE LONG MARCH

1946: Commission on the Status of Women formed to
monitor women's situation & promote women's rights.

1952: Convention on the Political Rights of Women,
the first global mandate to grant women equal political
rights under the law - the right to vote & hold office.

1957 & 1962: Conventions on the equal rights of
married women.

1975: International Women's Year & 1st World
Conference on Women in Mexico. Agencies asked {o
collect thorough statistics on women for the first time.

1976-1985 proclaimed as the UN Decade for
Women: Equality, Development & Peace.

1979: Convention of the Elimination of all Forms of
Discrimination against Women (CEDAW), which
became an international treaty in 1981.

1980: 2nd World Conference on Women, Copenhagen

1985: Nairobi 3rd World Conference reviews progress
during the decade & adopts the Forward-l.ooking
Strategies for the Advancement of Women (FLS).

1993: Global Tribunal on Violations of Women's
Human Rights at UN World Conference on Human
Rights, Vienna, makes women's human rights a priority.

1993: Declaration on the Elimination of Violence
Against Women.

1995: 4th UN World Conferecnce on Women
& NGO Forum on Women, Beijing 95

Preparad by Julist Hunt for *Dlenaath Paradise: Documentation by VWomen in Pacific MGOs* July 1994
Graphic by Anna Lucas from "Tain Bipe® Sogen Natons! High School, Papus Mew Guipnss, 1900

Mt ke MiRE G R

e

Women's Employment & Economic Rights

% Balance

FWRM

Balancing the Scales

Newsletter of the Fiji Women's Rights Movement

November - December 1997 Issue

BUILDING A CULTURE OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN
FIJI:FROM VISION TO REALITY

qﬂmg{f}r{r it givls aned women i

T woere no longer allowed fo
work ontside the home, carn
incomic, access basic fealth care

and hospital services. Imagine if

they were banned from access fo
formal education. Inupgine a world
where fliere s no
such  thing  as
fundamenltal
fman rights for _
women and givl ) -
chitldren, aned |
wihere gender- |
apariheid is the |
womesn s
CXPUrIcHed.
Impossible? ¥

Well, spare &
thought for the
plight of our sisters
in  Afghanislan
under the Taliban
rule where being female simply
means being nvisible.

Here in Fiji, women are subjccted
lo the same restrictons, o a certain
degree. Current health and
educational facilitics and staffing
work against women wanting lo
access such  services.These
limitations arve emincent in rural
arcas where majority of the
medical officers arc male. Such
social attitudes are reflections of
the way our patriarchal society
views and treats women.
Respecting the basic human vights

of women means providing special
faciliiies tor women amd gwls in
the aveas of educalion and health
lo name a few,

The I'iji Women's Rights Mavemenl
acknowledzes and supports
allemplts by the international

|\

S

communitics in particular the
United Nations for the different
convenlions, which recognizes that
“the human vights of women and
of the girl-child as
an inalienable, integral
and mdivisible part of universal
human rights”. In particular
the 50" Anniversary of the
Linnversal Declaration on Hurmin
Rights om December 10h 1998
and the UN Docade of Human
Righls Fducation (1995-2004) is
an opportunity for women’s
groups to work together to make
wortnen’s human righls central to

the eclebration i order lo
highlight the achicvemoents and
progress made over the past 50
years, Al the same time, demand
an cwd o the many violations that
slill occur.

The majority of women are

A TRt LA (AT 1T | mnadvertantly
| "‘ | WJLLL_-.""L : == % prevented frinn

participaling in
decision
moa king
because of the
impalances
within the
home dynamics
g - the unequal
sharing of
domeslic
reponsibilitics.
In many

Ema (feft) FIWRM's Legﬂfﬂfgﬁm Training Officer, Elizubeth Mermer af  50C ietics,
Vanuata and Asesela Naivara of Fiji Catholic Women's Leagne. Ema women  drc
writes about women's rights ax haman rights,

relezated Lo

child-caring
role which means that they do a
double shift if they are also
engazed in paid work - leaving
them little, it any time, for
themselve, let alone outside
parliecipation.
Women are vestricled from
aclively pursuing leadership roles
in  the communily, Non-
recognition of women's unpaid
work means there is no financial
retirns for the work they do in
the home. These are examples of
the unequal playing ficld thal
women are up against in
allempting o parlicipale in




