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Students have thew say at FWRM debates

The Fiji Women's Rights Movement
held a scries of debates for second-
ary schools in Suva in September as
part ofits Women, Employment and
Economic Rights (WEER) project.

Praveen Sharma, FWRM's Project
Officer, was happy with the success
of the debates.

"Considering that this was the [irst
time we organised the debates, we
are happy with the response. Next
year, depending on funding, we in-
tend to increase the number of par-
ticipating schools." The debates will
be held annually.

Ms Sharma said the debate topics
made the students, teachers and au-
dience think. "Holding debates like
thisisbetter than going to the schools
and giving an hour-long lecture. This
way the students think." Ms Sharma
said FWRM would hold an oratory
contest as well as the debates next
year.

The first dcbate, on September 14,
was on the topic "Unpaid work de-
serves the same recognition as paid
work". Mahatma Gandhi Memorial
School argued for the affirmative
while Suva Grammar School argued
for the negative, Mahatma Gandhi
Memorial School came out winners
in this debate,

On September 18, Ratu Kadavulevu
School and Adi Cakobau School
debated the topic "Waomen workers
should be paid the same as men for
the same type of work done”. Tnter-
estingly, Adi Cakobau School took
the negative stand and argued that
women should be paid more than
men. Ratu Kadavulevu School ar-
sued for. Adi Cakobau School won

The Mahatma Gandhi Memorial School team. From lefi: Pooja
Devika Sharma, Manish Champaneri and Shweta Srivastava,

and went on to meet the winners
of the first debate, Mahatma
Gandhi Memorial School, in the
final. The two schools debated
the topic "Minimum wage guide-
lings should be based on the pov-
erty line and not the employer's
ability to pay". The aflirmative
was argucd by Adi Cakobau
School and the negative by Ma-
hatma Gandhi Memorial School.

The final debate was judged by
the Permanent Arbitrator Labour
and Industrial Relations, Ratu Joni
Madraiwiwi; Supervisor of Elec-
tions, Jon Apted: and women's
healthactivist, DrMridula Sainath,
Although both arguments were
convincing and well presented,
Mahatma Gandhi edged Adi
Cakobau School to come out the
winners.

All three debates were held at the
Forum Sccretariat Fale in Suva.
llere, we bring you excerpts of
the arguments from the schools
that took parl.

Debate I - Topic: Unpaid work
deserves the same recognition as
paid work. Mahatma Gandhi
Memorial School (MGM)- for;
Swva Grammar Schoal (SG5) -
TSt

I1st speaker for MGM, Shweta
Srivastava.

"What do you think a persondocs
in unpaid work? Looking from hig
or her point of view, one can say
that he or she does it because of
his personal choice, satisfaction
and also as an obligation one has
towards others, that is to help
others. Such a person certainly
deserves recognition for the un-
paid work he or she does for other
people. All types of work require
planning, effort, skills and respon-
sibility. So where is the differ-
ence? Moreover, unpaid work is
worthy of the same recognition
because it is not done with the
intention of earning money but
with the primary aim of helping

others " Cont on page 9

From page 8

Ist speaker for SGS, Stanley
Simpson.

"The idea that unpaid workers
deserve the same recognition
as paid workers in political,
social, economical and re-
alistic terms is totally ab-
surd. To recognise unpaid
workers as equal to paid
workers would bring about no
progress to both men and women of
this country. Unpaid workers do not
generale income in an economy, If
you don't contribute to the economy,
how can you receive the same rec-
ognition as those who do?"

Debate 2 - Topic: Women workers
should be paid the same as men for
the same type of work done. Adi
Cakoban School (ACS) - againsi;
Ratu Kadavulevu School (RKS) -

Jor.

Ist speaker for RKS, Daniel
Whippy.

"I believe women workers should be
paid the same as men [or the same
job performed, Why should women
be insulted to have lower economic
status than men? Neither we nor our
parcnts had the chance to choose
our sex... The choice of carceris an
individual one. Let a woman choose
to be a teacher or a carpenter or a
carc taker."

Ist speaker for ACS, Kelera

Logavatu.
"My colleagues and T would likc to

state emphatically and very strongly
that we disagree that men and women
should get equal pay. Women should
be paid MORE, Tt (more pay) will
improve the family, the community
and the nation's confidence as a

) cies including tax policies that are
designed to enrich the already
well to do. The minimum wage
guideline must be base on the

poverty line that takes into con-
sideration that each person

in this country is living a
lifestyle where he is happy,
healthy and wise because he
has the means to attain this."

1st speaker for MGM, Shweta

whole. This stems from the
very fact that women are more  Srivastava.
constructive with their fi-  "We are all aware of the fact that

the government is responsible for
determining minimum wage
Debate final - Topic: Mini-  guidelines. But minimum wage
mum wage guidelines should  guidelines are not based on pov-
be based on the poverty line  erty lines because it will result in
and not the employer's ability  unemployment in the perfectly
to pay. Adi Cakobau School  competitive resource market. The
(ACS) - for; Mahatma Gandhi - higher wage call resulting may
Memorial School (MGM) - put marginal firms out of busi-
agrainst, ness. The workers who would
lose jobs would be those whose
1st speaker for ACS, Kelera  marginal productivity was the
Logavatu. lowest, that is, probably the very
"Minimum wages should be pecople for whom the guideline
bascd onthepovertylinerather  was designed to assist. That is
than on the employer's ability  why the government scts up insti-
to pay. Statistics show thatab-  tutional frameworks to assist the
solute poverty is on the in-  successful continuation of bar-
crease and is life threatening.  gaining between employers and
This situation is linked very  unions based on the employers
closely to our cconomic poli-  ability to pay."
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ACS team leader Kelera Logavatu raceives a prize for winning the debate
against RKS from one of the debate judges, Foana Veikila,




Fiji protests French nuclear test.

Adapted from The Fiji Times

About 60 people participated in a
mock funeral as a protest against
French nuclear testing in the Pacific
n Suva.

The protest, which began along
Rodwell Road, gained momentum
as it passed through to Dominion
House where the French Embassy is
located. The mock funeral proces-
sion included the carrying of'a coffin
by pallbcarers dressed in black be-
cause it signified the solemmitly and
reality of the situation,

Irance'snuclear test site in the South
Pacific is at the coral atolls of
Mururoa and Fangataufa in French
Polynesia. Forty-lour atmospheric
testsand 130 underground tests have
taken place there since 1966.

The protesters belicve the continua-
tion of testing in the Pacilic has
irrevocable death threats on its fu-
lure generations. Fiji's representa-
tive on board the Greenpeace flag-
ship, Rainbow Warrior II, Doctor
Miliana Tarai said she was proud to
participate in the march,

She said "being clothed in black
signified death and mourning
which is part and parcel of our
culture. Weare continuously pro-
testing against nuclear testing in
the Pacific and this symbolism
today signifies thedeath and harm-
ful effects of nuclear testing for
the environment, for our health,

- . T ‘W% -

and the health of the future
generalions,” The protest
marchesarebeing co-ordinated
by the Pacific Concerns Re-
source Cenlre, non-govern-
ment organisations and con-
cerned individuals.

They are being held every fort-
night.

Anti-nuclear protesters carry a coffin in Suva during their
protest march.

Police attend domestic violence seminar

Dlomestic violence cases are under-reported, under-
recorded and under-prosecuted, Universily of the
South Pacific Sociology lecturer Mensah Adinkrah
told police officers at a seminar in Suva recently that
because of this the actual number of domestic vio-

lence cases was not known

"We only see the tip of the iceberg. We should not
delude ourselves into believing that because we re-
ceive about four or six complaints a month, there are
only four or six cases a month. We only see the worst

cases, those that result in severe injuries and those that

result in death.”

On how to go about solving the domestic violence
problem, Mr Adinkrah said research, followed by

implementation of policies to curb the problem, was
needed. "T am a [irm believer in research. 1 don't
think you can solve a problem by relying on specu-
lation, intuition, and guesses. Only research will
give you the facts and information necessary to
tackle the problem "

Mr Adinkrah said therc was a need for action to
prevent domestic violence because once violence
was initiated in a relationship, it almost always
worsened and became more severe over time.

"Violence appears to follow violence; children who
are abused at home or who see their parents abused

are Irequently involved in the abuse of their own
spouses and/or children in the future."

- Women's rights activist calls for
national posi-Beijing seminar

Government should organise a ANANTOMY

national summit here in Fiji to
follow up the UN's Fourth World
Conference on Women.

The call wasmade by Vani Dulaki,
former Co-ordinator of the Fiji
Women's Rights Movement, Ms
Dulakiattended the NGO session
as part of the Pacific women's
Beneath Paradise project.

Ms Dulaki told Balance on her
return from Beijing it would be

beneficial for cveryone if
government or the Department of

Women organised a nalional
seminar and invited participants
lo Beijing to talk about what
happened there,

"l would really like the
Department of Women to
organise a summit for women to
talk about what happencd in
Heijing, how they viewed the
Global Platform for Action, what
they did as government
representatives, how they agreed
on the 'gender' word and whoe
supported the "gender’ word.

"These are the things we need to
gel out to people. I the
Department of Women organiscs
a national summit and invites
women to talk about the Global
Platform for Action, what each
topic means, how you can hold
your gavernment responsible for
this because they arc part of the
UNmeeting, thenonly, hopefully,
we'll be able to go to the next
decade's mecting with a more
positive outlook on things, ready
Lo stand by what we believe in as
a Leam and not just individuals, or
povernment or NGO
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Bencath Paradise: The Pacific
Women's Documentation Project
told storics ol rape, incest,
domestic violence and murder of
women from Pacific Tsland
countries. ‘The project went on
display at the NGO Forum on
Women which was held in
conjunction with the TN Fourth
World Conference on Women in
Beijng,

Ms Dulaki said the project began
m 1993 with a skills training
workshop. "The whole idea was
Lo gel grassroots women to talk
aboul their own lives. The theme,
Bencath Paradise, was tosay that
the Pacific was always known as
paradise to the world but people
tend Lo Torget that there are other
things: people are struggling to
make ends meet, there are simple
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things like finding food to eat,
women are getting beaten up
everyday by their husbands."
Ms Dulaki said for her

personally,
she felt that
not enough
y oung
women,
particularly
from the
amssusathos P a g1 [l ¢,
Sarius govom

ments are aboul al[endﬂd I_I:_'IE

el conference. "1
/ have all
respect for
older women
but there were
not enough
younger
women. 1 felt
that we were
not linking up
with the next
generation or
the next group of younger women
who should continue the
strugple "

Meanwhile, the National Council
of Women held a post-Beijing
seminar in Suva on October 12.
The seminar aimed to
communicateas widely aspossible
the outcomes ol the Beijing
conference and NGO Forum in
Huairou through workshops and
seminars to all National Council
ol Women affiliates, other
interested women and menin Fiji's
urban and rural areas

Mo new Areas Gan
nivw ks adoad!

At the seminar, Fiji's former
Minister lor Education, Taufa
Vakatale, said one ol the
achievements of the conlerence
was Lhe agreement that the rape
ol women and children in war-
lorn countries be criminalised.
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Safe motherhood and HIV/AIDS: the issues for women

Adapled from Women and HIVAIDS -
Marge Berar with Sunanda Hay

Women found to have HIV are
marked out as different from other
women by health professionals, no
matter whether they decide to con-
tinue or terminate & pregnancy, or
seekinfertility treatment. While con-
cern [or the welfare of the women
and her infant 15 partly the reason,
fear, disapproval and rejection may
also play a major role.

Deciding to continue
pregnancy

Many countries are failing Lo pre-
vent maternal and infant mortality
and morbidity from causes that are
more easily preventable and treal-
able than AIDS. Because AIDS has
been seen as a unique threal, rather
than as a new cause ol these deaths,
HIV-positive women's decisions to
have children have called down the
disapproval of certain profcssionals.

Thisdisapproval has been expressed

= in public
mr!;[qu% policy and
its too [3fe for

professional
me. 10 chanae advice to
now - 've 3{* women with
lote of qirl friends

HIV nol lo
have children.
Like the
American
College of
Obstetrics
and Gyneccol-
ogy (ACOG)
in 1987, they
have recom-
mended that
infected
W omen
should be en-

Estimated number of HIV-infected adults alive in late 1994
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WHO estimates that 13=15 million

couraged not to become pregnant
and should be provided wilh ap-
propriate family planning assis-
tance, sometimes including the
option of abortion.

Despair is often cxpressed when
worinen with HIV say they intend
to continue a pregnancy. As a
result, women have often been
compelled, not only by the reality
of the virus but also by their doe-
tors and counscllors, to conlront
their own and their children's pos-
sible early mortality in adirect and
sometimes brutal fashion

Is this cthical? The status of a
woman depends on her ability to
have children. Tn many parts of
the world, a woman is still a girl
until she has her first or sccond
child, and her reproductive ca-
pacity is often scen as the posses-
sion of her hushand or of his fam-
ily. Even where women's status
has begun to move beyond these
narrow conlines, women with no
children arc often pitied or con-
sidered incomplete. Having chil-
dren 15 central to women's iden-
tity, whether married or single,

WESVEMN EUFIOPE

Wigman 4000

EASTERN EURDPE
ECENTRAL ASIA

AT, 000 han 42,500
Wisngn 1,500 - —
Pl i = EAST AT & PACIFIG
G Mgn  ES000
i o ‘Woman 23000

d HONTH AFRICA
& MIDELE EAST
Man 85,000
Veomon 15,000

GOUTH & EDUTH-EAST
WS
Mien T80 5,000

people are living with HIV or AIDS,

Counselling for those with
HIV, as with all chromc ill-
ness, encourages living posi-
tively, believing in the ability
to stay well and carrying on
with life. Women withHIV are
having children because they
are women, regardless of
colour, culture or class.

A.nbassador
highlights
women's
low status

Women remain the world's larg-
est group excluded from the ben-
clits of truly equitable develop-
ment.

The Australian Ambassador, Greg
Urwin, made the comments at the
10th annual Fiji Council of Social
Services conference in Lautoka
n August.

“In many countries women are
denied equal access to education,
rates of school cnrolment are
much lower for fcmales than
males, and many more women are
illiterate. Through a lack of ac-
cess to credit and property own-
ership, women arcoften excluded
from {ull participationin economic
life."

Mr Urwin said women had fower
job opportunities than mcn, and
even when they found paid em-
ployment, their wages were fre-
quently far lower than thosc of
men,

lle added that women were un-
der-represented in government.
"Properly harnessing their ener-
gies 15 a question not only of
equity but also of enhancing de-
velopment performance through
the eflicient use of resources. "

The advancement of women was
one of the key development chal-
lenges of the 1990s, Mr Urwin
saidd. "Women are the major pro-
viders for two-thirds of the poor-
est households in the developing
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Fiji Council of Social Services vice-chairman Senator Paula Sotutu
was amongst participants at the conference. Photo: The Fiji Tirmes.

world. They produce more than
60 per cent of all food grown and
consumed locally. We now know
that sustainable development can
only be achieved if women's inter-
estsarc systemaltically considered
across all sectors"

Mr Urwin said consistent with the
need to intcgrate women in the
development process, and their
(Australia's) desire to maximise
the use of NGOs as a vehicle for
development, was their assistance
to the Fiji Women's Crisis Centre.
lle said they had just recently
reallirmed their commitment to
the Crisis Centre for a further four
years.

The conlerence was attended by
280 participants {rom non-gov-
ernmental organisations, funding
agencies and individuals from
around Fiji Plenary sessions were
divided into four main sections
which were management and de-
velopment,
volunteerism; finance and ac-
counting; and family issues.

the future of

Poverty study
Frarm the UNDP Office for Project
Services
In order to meaningfully address
the poverty situation in Fiji, the
government, inco-operation with
UNDP, has started to prepare a
comprehensive study of the pov-
erty situation in the country.

The study will attempt to identify
who and where are the poor and
vulnerable, what are the causes of
their plight and what solutions are
available to improve their situa-
tion; including how the poor view
their own lives and how they can
help themselves.

It is envisaged that the study will
provide a common vision of the
problems and challenges facing
the poor to both government and
civil society at large. The study is
jointly co-ordinated by the Cen-
tral Planning Office and the UNDP
Equitable and Sustainable Human
Development Programme work-
ing with a working group.
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Something to think about ...

Ifwe could, at thisvery moment, shrink the earth’s population to a villuge
of 100 precisely, but all existing human ratios remained the same, it

wenld look fike this:

Therewould be 57 Asians, 21 Ewropeans, 14 Northand South Americanys

and 8 Africans;

70 of the 100 would be non-white, 30 would be white;

70 of the 100 would be non-Christian, 30 would be Christian;

30 per cent of the world's wealth would be in the hands of only six people;
70 would be unable to read, 50 would suffer from malnutrition: and
80 would live in sub-standard housing and sonly one would have a

universily education,

When one considers our world from such a compressed perspective, the
need for both tolerance and understanding becomey glavingly apparent,

For sale - JBL speakers

The Fiji Women's Rights Move-
ment is selling a pair of JBL
speakers and a microphone for
$2000. The equipment is ideal for
a band or nightclub. If you want
to buy the speakers or know
someone who is intercsted please
call us at our oflice on 313 156 or
fax us on 313 466. If you want to
examine the speakers, you can
find us on the 1st floor of the old
MNarseys Building, on the corner
of Ellery Street and Renwick
Road in Suva.

FWERM new..

Congratulations to Bimla Wati
on her marriage to Madhwan on
Oclober 28, F'WRM wishes you
both a happy and prosperous
future together.

Congratulations must also go
to our former clerical officer,
Suman Chandra who had a
bouncing baby boy. We hope
both of you are in the best of
health.

A very happy birthday to Sean
Taka who turned one on Octo-
ber 6. Scan is Vika's, FWRM's
clerical officer's, baby boy.

Vani Dulaki (former Co-
ordinator) and Praveen Sharma
(Project Officer) attended the
Fourth World Conference on
Women in China in September.
Vani has left FWRM for British
Aids Regional Rights Research,
Team. Praveen is acting Co-
ordinator.

A big thank-you to Sofaia
Raiwalui for all her help with the
FWRM newsletter when we
were without a Communications
Officer,

Iﬂ The NeWS - A round-up of reports in the news media on women

Mothers abandoning babies
Doctors at Suva's Colonial War Memorial Hos-

Cervical cancer rate high

A local consultant on obstetrics and gynaccology said
Fiji was among countries in the world with the highest
ratc of cervical cancer. This was predominantly signifi-
cant in women aged between 35 to 55 years, said Dr

Wame Baravilala,

Murders related to domestie violence

Forty per cent of murders committed in Fiji between
1992 to August this year were domestic related, a police
survey has shown. The statistics compiled by the Crimi-
nal Investigations Department also revealed that 26 out
of the 35 murdered victims were females.

pital are alarmed over some mothers using false
names after giving birth to aveid being linked to
their babies. Consultant gynaecologist Dr Mary
Schramm confirmed that these mothers did not

want Lo Lake their babies home.

Beijing talks

Executive members of the National Council of
Waomen will be out in rural Fiji to conduct
discussions with women aboutl the outcome of
the United Nations Fourth World Conference on
Women in Beijing in September.
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- AIDS: No longer
a man's disease

Every minute of the day, cvery
day of the year, two women be-
come infected by HIV, and every

two minutes a woman dies of

AIDS.

Balance obtained these statistics
from ATDS campaigner and
promnent radio journalist, Maca
Tora, on her return from the
IFourth World Conference on
Women in Beijing

The statistics, in fact sheet form,
said women worldwide were be-
coming infceted with L1V laster
than men. By the year 2000, the
annual number of ATDS cascs will
equal or exceed that inmen. Thir-
teen million women will have be-
come infected with the HI'V virus
- double the current number - and
four million women will have died
of the diseasc.

In addition, women now repre-
sent 50 per cent of all new 11V
infections. In many countries,
women now represent 35 1o 50
percent of AIDS casesand preva-
lence is not limited to high risk
groups.. All women, including
those whe are monogamous, are

al increasing risk of 111V infec-
tion.

The fact sheet also points out that
women are [our imes more likely
to contract LLIV/ATDS than men

The reasons for this are multiple
and complex. Sexual transmis-
sion of HIV is more eflicient from
men to women than from women
to men. Women's cconomic de-
pendence on men and societal
acceptance ol dilTerent standards
of sexual behaviour for men and

All women,
including those
who are

MO NROGENIOUS,
wre at
increasing risk
of HIV infection.

wamen place women at risk and
jeopardise their ability to negoti-
ate protected sex with their part-
NErs,

Mrs Tora said the statistics were

alarming. Locally, she said, the

current fipures only touched the

tip oftheiceberg. "There must be

unknown cases out there.” she

sl

She added her concern was for
waomen and would use her radio
programmes to target illitcrate
women. "Tt is our duty and re-
sponsibility to talk about it
(AIDS). We all have our role to
play. I talk to my listeners about
ATDS, 1 tell women who can't
read or write "

In Beijing, Mrs Tora attended
workshops which centered
around networking, caring and
how they could beter existing

[rogimmnnes

World AIDS Day:
a day of sharing

From the World Health Organisation
Pross Office

World ATDS Day - December 1
-will be marked in 1995 under the
banner Shared Rights, Shared Re-
sponsibilitics, the World Health
Organisation has announced. In
choosing the theme, WHO aims
to highlight the importance of
equality and solidarity in the glo-
bal response to HIV/ATDS,

"The HIV/AIDS pandemic can
be addressed effectively only if
rights and responsibilities are
shared cqually across the globe,"
says Dr lliroshi Nakajima, the
director-general of WHO,
"People share the same rights
whether or not they are infected
withthe humanimmunodeficiency
virus (HTV). And responsibilities
involved in HIV prevention and
caring for those infected must be

shared too "

Everyone - men, women, chil-
dren, the poor, minoritics, mi-
grants, rclupees, sex workers,
drug injectors, gay men - has the
right to be able to avoid infec-
tion, the right to health care, if
sick with ATDS, and the right to
be treated with dignity and with-
out discrimination. Regardless
ol HIV status, shared rights also
include the right to liberty, free-
dom of movement, to employ-
ment, to marry and found a fam-
ily, and to seck asylum.

As lor responsibilities, individu-
als have a responsibility to pro-
tect themsclves and others from
infection. Men in particular, be-
cause of their dominant status in
many socictics, have the respon-
sibility to practise safe sex.
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Women,
human rights
& HIV/AIDS

From the Global Programme on AlDS,
World Heallh Crganisation

The lourth World Conference on
Wamen: Action for liguality, De-
velopment and Pecce highlizhts the
Jactors necessary o reduce women's
vielnerability to HIVIAIDS. The pro-
tection and the promotion of human
rights of women and girls is essen-
tial to reduce the inequality, pov-
ertyand instabilitywhich make them
disproportionately vulnerable to
HIV/AIDS, The following human
righty are critical to empowering
women ard girly to protect them-
selves in the context of HTVIAIDS.

Rights to non-discrimination

Women and girls face discrimina-
tion inaccess to information, cduca-
tion, health care, ceonomic opportu-
nities, social support, employnicnt,
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Liberty, security and Ireedom
from cruel, inhuman and de-

grading treatment

housing and political participation
and in the vidlence petpetrated against
them. Discrimination in these areas
undermines the abilityof women and - All non-consensual sex and sexual
girls to avoid infection with HIV violence agaimsl women and girls,
Women and girls living with 1TTV/ during peace and during conflict,
AIDS, that i1s, infected by i, face  within and outside of marriage,
further discrimination in these areas  including rape, coerced sex,
and others, including travel. Such  sexual abuse, female genital mu-
discrimination¢xacerbatestheirsub-  tilation and other harmful tradi-
ordinate position in society and de-  tional practices increase their vul-
creases their ability to cope with  nerability to HIV infeetion.

living with TITV/AIDS.

Toe be continued

Leading doctor calls for more AIDS integration

From page 3

towards these ideas. We have a very good Family

Shealsovisited mghtclubsand massage parlorstotalk  [ife Education (FLE) programme in which 104
to the worfien as part of the outreach programme.  gehools are participating. And AIDS is almosl
"One thing we must remember about ATDS is no one getting approved to be an exam subject "

person can look afteritalone - the social, the spiritual,

the health sector - everybody has to contribute," she However, Dr Sainath said being educated and
said. Dr Sainath said it was vital that there Was  aware of the facts and actually transforming

political commitment {rom the highest level.

behaviour were two totally different things.

"InThailand, a well-known ALDS campaignersaidthe vy, miay have all the education but you may not
next AIDS conference should be for heads of govern- o it in the practical day-to-day living. The other
ment to sensitise them to the issuc. Nothing will work thing is sustainability. Tt's not use going to class

if the political commitment is not there."

cight students and talking to them once a year. |
think we need more billboards, and more television

Dr Sanath said education, understanding and com- programmes.

passion were important. "Lducation must be targeted  "We haveto do more social marketing Look at the
at those whao are not infected. We know that sexual  ghaceo industry. They keep on advertising their
activily starts very young in this country. 1f you start product. We have to really go out there and be
at 14 (years of age), you should be educated at 10 or aggressive "

Il to make sure you make an informed choice.

Dr Sainath intends to disseminate AIDS informa-

"We need to go into the schools and we need to  yion from the conference through a weekly radio
i 11 e = WAl r N ili . .
sensitise the teachers, We have to go into the families programume and workshops she has lined up for
where the parcnts have 1o feel more responsible  coveral organisations,
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Yo MEN THINK ~you'RE
SMART— BUT Yol sHollp WATEH
OUT—WE WOMEN ARE BEGINNING

TO ASSERT OURSEINES /

géﬁf%iﬁéﬂ’f GET A PICTIONARY

EMEDS by Kirg Fraluima Syrcain, o, Wond rgte meaned,

HAT souUNps X FIRST WE HAVE To

WHAT ssHoULD ANP FIND ouT
MEN T 7

FL A NWHAT AGSERT "MEANS

Women asserting themselves

Women oftoday are beginning o assert themselves,
establish identities in the face of opposition and
continue to promote their talents in a more positive
way.

The president of the National Federation Party
Women's Movement, Chandra Reddy, said this was
becausc education had opened up new avenues and
women were now taking a positive attitude towards
themselves and society. She was speaking at the
Women's Night of the Sugar Festival, a fundraising
event for charity, in Lautoka recently,

"There 1s no doubt that women throughout history
have demonstrated that they are very versatile people
with multiple lalents, and because of the various
roles they play simultancously, including caring and
nurturing roles as mothers in the social family unit,
they arcbetter equipped to handle many situations in
life men would find difficulty in handling.

"And it is more so now when a larger percentage of
women arc attaining higher education that they are
aspiring for recognition and appreciation of their
talents than ever before."

Mrs Reddy said women's contribution to the eco-
nomie, social and more recently to the political arena
had brought about & definite change in the status of
women. "Do women (and men) realise that women
contribute billions of dollars to the cconomy of the
nation whether they we employed as factory work-
crs, as professionals, or simply as domestic work-
ers?" Mrs Reddy said the United Nations had re-
cently compiled areport which stated that il women's
contribution in the household were measured in
monetary terms, the amount would run into billions
of dollars and contribute quite significantly to the
vlobal cconomy

Song for women

Students of Lautoka Teachers'

College compaosed and sang this song at the
Women's Night of the Sugar Festival,

It way dedicated to women.

All across the nation, all around the world,
Women are longing to be free,

No longer in the shadews, forced to stay behind,
But siele by side in true equaliiy.

So sing a song for women,
Fverywhere let it ring,
Arcnd the world and never, never cease,
So sing asong for women, everywhere let it ring,
Fguality, development and peace.

L}
Women can't be silent all arouned the world,
People hurt, and hungry children ery,
We'll speak out now for justice and development
And hold the rights of all people high

Women neny are working,

{o builed e better world,

Where the dove of peace,

Shall vest en every shore,

Where men lay deven their weapons,

Aol fecrn vor live aned share,

Where peaple work to bring an end o war.
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My arranged marriage vy senair Bhutto

From New Woman, August 1989

Whenlwashome, my political mect-
ings often ran well into the night.
And T was rarely even at home,
constantly travelling the length and
breadth of Pakistan, What husband
would accepl that my time was not
my own, 50 it could not be his? Was
there a man in existence who could
break with tradition cnough to ad-
just to the fact that my first commit-
ment would always be to the people
of Pakistan and not to him?

On the other hand, [ argued with
myself, remaining single would work
against me politically both inside
and outside Pakistan, Tn the male-
chauvinist socicty we live in, little
thought is given to a man who re-
mainsabachelor, But asingle woman
is suspect. "Why aren't you mar-
ricd?” journalists often asked me.
Tiritated, I wanted to ask themifthey
asked the same question of a single
man, but | restrained mysell’

Inherent in the question, and repre-
sentative of a whole school of male
thought, was the bias that there must
be something wrong with a woman
who wasn't married Who knew il
she would make a reliable leader?
What would she do under pressurc?
Instead of considering my qualifica-
tions and PPP platform, the unspo-
ken reservations were that a single
woman might be too neurotic to lead
the country, or too aggressive or too
timid. This was especially true in a
Muslim socicty where marriage was
regarded as the fruition of a man's or
woman's life and children as its natu-
ral consequence,

AsifZardari. AsifZardari. Two years
aller his family's imitial inquiry, nei-
ther he nor his family had given up
Auntic Behjat bepged me to join her

At the age af 36, Benazir
Bhutto, Prime Minister of
Pakistan, became the first
woman to lead an Islamic
nation in modern times.
How could a liberated
woman - political leader,
university educated and
beautiful to hoot - give up
the freedom to choose a
husband? Here in her own
words, Benazir Bhutto
reveals the unusual
political and cultural
circumstances that caused
her to go through with an
arranged marriage.

and Asif's stepmother lor tea |
declincd. Evenameeting could be
seen as some kind of commitment
and although 1 was reconciling
mysell to the conceplt of getting
married, the reality of it filled me
with panic. "Give me until June,"
I pleaded with my relatives. "I'm
not ready yet."

Asif Lardari

‘ Benazir Bhutio

"How do you marry a perlect
stranger?" | asked a friend. "Once
you're married, you look at the
person with different eyes,” she
said. 1 asked another friend the
same question. "Even if you've
never met him, you start to love
him because he's your husband "
she said. "You know the saying:
First comes marriage, then comes
love. "

I did some investigating of my
own. I spoke to someone close to
Asifwho told me he was generous
to a fault, always giving money to
his friends when they were in fi-
nancial trouble. 1liked generosity.
Another mutual friend used an
Urdu saying to describe Asif's
strong will and loyalty: "He's a
[riend'sfricnd and enemy’s enemy,"
he told me. The description re-
minded me of my brothers and
was appealing.

I had promised my relatives that T
would meet Asif in June in En-
gland, but a meeting with the Par-
liamentary Opposition Group in
Islamabad delayed my trip. When
I returned from Tslamabad to
Karachi, 1 found a handwritten
request to call on me from Asif's
stepmother. "It would be such an
honour if you would consider
Asif." the mimpeccably dressed
Cambridge graduate said to me in
the living roomat my home. "Mar-
riage would give you a new di-

mecnsion "
To e continued
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Leading doctor calls for

more AIDS integration BE

Morc integration is necessary be-
tween government and communi-
ties to better tackle and cope with
HIV and ATDS.

A leading 11IV/AIDS expert and
cducator inFiji, DrMridula Sainath,
told Balance on her return [rom the
Third Iniernational Conference on
AIDS in Asia and the Pacific in
Thailand in September that it was
important that all sectors in Fiji
integrate.

cial to get the youth involved."

Dr Sainath it was unfortunate
that in Fiji there was compla-
cency in the general sector.

"You don't see the numbers
because ofthe fear and knowl-
edge that everybody knows
everyone else, Positive people
don't want to come out of the
closet so people think it is
happening other pcople and

Dir Mridula Sainath {sitting back second from left) at the Third Interna-
tional Conference on ATIE in Asia and the Pacific. With her are back from
left: Kerry-Anne Arabena, Tristate Initiative Australia; Chrys, HIDNA
Ausiralia; and Dr Jenny Chew, Malaysia. In front, the monk who runs the

half-way hume makes his presentation.

"The problem in Fiji is that people
think it is a Ministry of Tlcalth
problem but we all know it is not.
Why does a woman go on the
strects selling her body? It is the
poverly issue, it is the economic
issuc and so many other things.

"By integration, T mean every scc-
tor whether it be a women's club or
men's club, or youth programme.
Young people should be involved.
Pcople as young as 14 arc in the
commercial sex industry soit's cru-

not to us so we don't really
have to worry. Bul we have so
much STDs (Sexually Trans-
mitted Diseases) and if you
have a lot of STDs, you arc
likely to get ahighrate of HIV
infection," she said.

Dr Sainath spoke at length on
the conference and the ben-
cfits it would have for Fiji and
the Pacific.

"I'think the first thing we learn

AILDS

isnetworking. It's crucial to lcarn
from the mistakes that others
have made and try, if it's a suc-
cessful programme, to modify it
and make it country and culture
specific."

She said one of the projects that
impressed her in Thailand was a
community outreach programme
where a monk ran a halliway
home which catered lor ATDS
paticnts

"Thesituationissuchthat people
don't wanl toidentify themselves
with HIV positive or ATDS pa-
tients and they go to a hotel,
leave the patient there and ring
the menastery and say thereis an
ATDS paticnt there to be picked

up

"It'sbecomealmost likea picture
of what happened to the lepers
because the family didn't want to

..eresponsibility, This half-way
" meis run by one monk and he
... |0 positive people."

The monk made a presentation
on the work he was doing at the
hall-way home, Dr Sainath said,

Cont on pape 4
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Post-Beijing:
The work's
just begun

From page 1

coverage of the mecting at the ex-
pense of other viewpoints. She said
this was an ecasy way out for the
world's media. There are surely par-
allels for us mn the willingness to
stereotype and simplify religious be-
liefs and their precepts, Lo wrile vit-
riolic letters to the editor in condem-
nation ol other faiths, rather than to
try and understand their complexi-
ties and their points ol convergence.

Amnesty International ran a disturb-
g series of discussions in which
women gave lestimonies about
atrocities they had suffcred. They
were wide ranging - a victim of the
war in Sarajevo, a lesbian who had
been institutionalised because her
parcnts felt her sexuality was a sign
of insanity, a Filipino women who
described abuse by her employers as
an illegal domestic worker in the
Middle Last. We have all read ac-
counts of such atrocitics, but to see
women recount their experiences
with such courage and strength was
a moving experience.

There were a significant number of
young women al the NGO forum.
Unfortunately, they were not well
presented at the sessions and work-
shops I went to, partly because they
tocused their energies on the youth
tent. It would have been interesting
1o hear their perspective and contri-
butions on the broader cconomic,
political and social 1ssues bemng dis-
cussed clsewhere, and to meel more
of the [uture custodians of feminism
and the women's moyvement.

3ut the sheer enormily ol the event

ar

A delegate to the United MNations Fourth World Conference on Women
carcies her bag on her head as she walks past a Chinese soldier gparding the
entrance to the conference in Beijing. Phofo; From The Fii Times.

also contributed to this phenom-
cna. There were just so many
things to do, sce and hear at the
same lime that it was impossible
Lo absorb all you wanted to. The
most carefully designed sched-
uling in bed the night before
would fall apart when you
rcalised there were five work-
shops you must attend all run-

(14

A lot of good
came oul of the
conference thai
has nod made if
(o our ielevision
SCreens. newsja-
pers and radio
broadcasis.

99

ning simultancously. When many
ofusreturned, many ol'the ques-
tions and discussions we heard
were "how tight was the secu-
rity?", "was the orgamsation re-
ally so bad, the event so cha-
otic?" Tt s true the security
guards were omnipresent and
intrusive, but alot of good came
oul of the conference that has
not made 1t to our television
screens, newspapers and radio

broadeasts:

[t is truc that not only for activ-
istsand communily workers, but
also the world's media the work
has just begun in making this
conference real for the women
of their countnes,

Saveranlea Magick is the news divector
S railiv stations FMYE anid
Nuaviarang.
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women want new rape laws

‘Women are proposing reflorms
Lo Fip's existing rape laws. And
il the proposals arc passed, rape
will be known as sexual assault
and aguravated scxual assault

Alatwo-day workshopin Suva
orgamsed by the Fiji Women's
Rights Movement, representa-
tives of various women's
organisations discussed the pro-
posals and agreed there was a
need to reform Fiji's rape laws

Training co-ordinator for the
Asia Pacilic Forumon Women,
Law and Development, Ratna
Kapur was in Fiji to provide
lobby training on the law re-
form proposals for sexual as-
sault and child sexual abusc.

She told participants at the
warkshop that where rape was
concerned, there was a need Lo
move away from the violence
aspect. "It is more an invasion
ol her (the victim's) bodily in-
tegrity, But at the same time, do
not take the sexual aspect out

Participants at the two-day workshop prepare themselves to lobby a
dummy parliament select committee,

ofit." Ms Kapur said at present, the
1ssue was the right Lo bodily intep-
rity verses the protection of owner-
ship of virginity, chastity and the
womb. She said there wasaneed o
getrid ol the resistance requirement
as the victim could know her rapist.
Instead, she said, it was important
to bring out the absurdity of the
resistance requirement in the exist-
ing rape laws.

To end the workshop, the partici-
pants divided into groups for lobby
training. One group made actual
presentations to a parliament sc-
lect committee while another
played the role of the news media
to point out the strong and weak
points of the lobby group. The
reforms are still in draft form and
once complete, will be presented
to a parliament select committee.

16 days of Activism against Gender Violence

From the Fii Women's Crisis
Centre

The mobilisation to end Vio-
lence Against Women in every
region, including through the
16 Days of Activism againsl
Gender Violence [or the past
four years, has been a4 major
driving lforcein the global move-
ment for women's human rights.

All of the inter-governmental
agreements to emerge from re-
cent UN conferences address
Violence Against Women as an
obstacle to human nghits and
development

Sixteen days of Activism against
Gender Violence is a time to take
action aimed at bringing women's
human rights home and realising the
gains in the Beijing Platform and
otherinternational agreements. This
year in Fiji, the Women's Crisis
Centre is once again organising ac-
tion around the 16 days. The main
focus will be domestic violence but
other issucs will also be addressed.

I'he programme for the 16 days
mcludes the opening ofanew centre
in Vanua Levu, a preliminary public
meetng for a Men Against Vio-
fence aroup, a media campaign and

a Reclaim the Night march. You
can organiseactivitics inyour own
areas.

If you need information or re-
source material, call the Fiji
Women's Crisis Centre on 313300
and speak 1o Edwma.

Main events

25 November- Opening of Labasa
Women's Crisis Centre;

27 November - Men Against
Violence meeting;

8 December - Reclaim the Night
march;

25 November 1o 10 December -
MMedia campaien.




I'ree Constitution
of discrimination.
women urge

This will ensurc that all men and
wotnen who are citizens of Fiji [eel a
sense of belonging to the document.
It should become a symbol of our
national identity.

Fijits also a signatory to the Interna-
tional Convention on the Elimina-
tion of Racial Discrimination which
prohibits any discrimination based
on race. It is therefore vital that our
constitution reflects the principles
as defined under this document.

Bearing in mind these fundamental
principles, the FWRM reaffirms that
any constitution for Fiji should be
[ree of any form ol discrimination on
the basis of gender, race, place of
origin, political opinions, colour,
religion, creed, age or disability.

SUBMISSIONS
Chapter I1: Protection of
fundamental rights and freedoms

of the individual

Article d - Fundamental rights and
Jreedoms of the individual

Fijp Wamen's Rights Movenient,
GFO Box 14194, Suva, Fiji.
Tel: 313156 Fax: (679 313460

H your membership fec is due,
please call, Byx or write to FWRM.

The Fiii Women's Rights Move-
ment made a submission to the
Constitutional Review Commission
in Jiuly. This is the continuation of

the subnission, the first part of
which wie gave, you in the last
issug of Balance,

We wish to wdd "age and disabil-
ity" in this article so as Lo include
all members of our society.

Article 8 (s,s, 1) - Profection of
the Rights to Life

This clause in its selfis a violation
of human rights since it allows the
death penalty to be legitimately
practised. Asan organisation con-
cerned with promoting the ad-
vancement of women and
recognising that women are the
mostcommon vietims ofviolence,
we are concerned that our consti-
tution makes reference to vio-
lence and would want this clause
removed.

Article 12 - Protection of
Freedom of Conscience

Our constitution upholdsthe prin-
ciple of allowing the freedom of
thought and religion and yet the
current Sunday Observance De-
cree contravenes this article as it
allows one religion to impose its
belicfs on the whole nation.

Chapter 111: Fijian and
Rotuman Interests

This is where our constitution
despite its seemingly progressive
start is fatally awed. Despite
being a multi racial state and ac-
knowledging the contribution

iIIHI'HH
i

cach ethniccommunit y takes,
the practice has been that one
racial group's intcrests arc
treated as paramount over all
others, a clear indication of
this arc in the Terms of Refir-
cnce of the Commission itsclf
Fijian and Rotuman interests
can be safeguarded through
Affirmative Action policies
contained in other Acts of Par-
liament and in policies madc by
respective GGovernment depart-
ments. These Allirmative Ac-
tion policies nced not be en-
shrined in our Constitution.

Chapter 1V: Citizenship
The fundamental rights of
woinen are recognised with
Chapler One of the constitu-
tion. However, it treats women
differently from men under the
rights of citizenship.

Te be continued
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Lastmonth's nﬂnggnvernmcnl fo-
rum for women in I luairo, China,
was a wonderful mecting of
minds. As suchit is difficult to be
cynical about the meeting or the
process (although this was a fash-
ionable pose for many in the me-
dia fraternity) for a number of
rCasons.

The women of the Pacific did a
great job in making their voice
heard. The strong feeling against
nuclear testing helped a bit, but
Pacific women also made repre-
sentations onissues as diverse as
violence against women, global
economic policies, colonisation,
and grass roots issues.

Tuairo provided us with the op-
portumty to hear and mect a
number of women long admired
and/or read. Most of them were
as impressive and inspiring as T
could have hoped, but the really
amazing women were the ones
making a difference in small com-
munitics, whether it was running
Family planning awareness

programmes in Kenya or anti-
drugs campaigns in Utter
Pradesh. These are the women
from whom perhaps we can learn
the most.

I hiterally stumbled across one of
the most thought provoking ses-
sions of the week __ a discussion
on world religions and the role
women play in them. One of the
panelists, a Pakistani scholar of
Islam, bemoaned the fact that
"an extreme and right
wing perspective on
Islam" was dominating
the forum and media

Cont on page 2




