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years the world population had doubled to 2 billion,
the transition from the [ifth to the sixth billion, now
under way, is anticipated in 11 years - 1987-1998.

Therefore, Cairo conference is seen as the fast
opportunity in the present century for the world to
address the problem. Nations need to act decisively
on the program of aclion adopted at the Cairo
conference if they are to overcome this global
problem.

The secretary-general of the International Confer-
ence on Population and Development, Nafis Sadek,
in an interview, opined that educstion is the key for
resolving this worlwide problem.

Sharing her views on how the Cairo conference
changed the approach towards the population issue
she remarked that the central message is that popu-
lation policy should be broader than just family
palnning and contaceptives. It has stressed educa-
tion as a key investment that countries must make,
particularly for girls.

Enlarging access to health services at the health
level and broadening the scope of family planning
programs to include women's health is as important
sheadded. The conference has also emphasized the
need for women to have control over decision-
making but in a manner that promotes gender
equality and not confrontation. And that population
is not just an issue for developing countrics but a
global one. The developed countries must seriously
examine their wasteful living and overuse of re-
sources. She recommended holding a dialogue
about how the world's resources can be equitably
shared,

When it was suggested (o Dr Sadik that many of the
messages at the ICPD were diffused because of the
abnormal focus on the abortion and reproductive
rights issue, she responded that it did have an impact
a5 some of these issucs should have taken center
stage. The debate on abortion was quite out of
propuortion but in a way it was good because these
are sensitive and decisive issues that were swept
under the carpel earlier. The Cairo Conference
served as the platform on an international plane to
voice their views on the issues, Also, many men
and women have found that some of the things that
they were led to believe by religion are not neces-
sarily true.  For instance, many would find it
surprising that Islam allows family planning method,

the Cairo Conference

..

certainly for the life of the mother, all the religious
leaders have endorsed it . Islam also talks about access
to education and women's right to manage property for
themselves.

In response to wheather the developed countries had
put their money where their mouth is she said many
nations have already announced an increase in funds
for population-related activity. The US has announced
that its goal is $1.2 billion by 2000, The Japanese have
announced $3 billion over the next seven years. The
Germans have promised a 50 per cent increase. And
the European Union has indicated that it may increase
it by three times its current amount, With the World
Bank also chipping in she expected the rest of the world
to be able to meet the estimaled target of $5.2 billion
from external resources. So she felt there was reason
for optimism.

It was felt that unlike the past the Cairo conference
doesn'L seem to have laid down any demographic goals
for the nations to achieve, Her views were that they
wanted 1o get away from demographically-driven
programs. Rather than set targets and push family
planning methods, we will do better by listening to
people, meeting the population's demands for family
planning and leaving the choice of what they will use,
if they will use and when they will use to the people.
She further said we need to educate them. She opined
that this cnabling approach would lead to much lower
levels of population for the world than the UN's
medium projections.

She expressed that the notion that all one needs is
economic development has been laid to rest. As well as
the belief that unless one has cconomic growth, fertility
will decline if one gives people the means and enabling
environment for them to make the decisions,

Activities undertaken at the sub-regional and regional
levels have been an important aspect of preparation of
the conference. The outcome of subregional and re-
gional preparatory meetings on population and devel-
opment has clearly demonsirated the importance of
acknowledging, alongside both international and na-
tional actions, the continuing contributions of subre-
gional and regional action. For the realization of the
targels set by the world conference, coordination and
monitoring will be required at the international, subre-
gional and regional levels. At this stage more doing
than planning is required.

0 am edited version of a re{mﬁby Ms Lalita Prakash.

"Crime Apainst Women" was
the theme of a day-long work-

Crime

A ga ln St shop organised by the Women's

W Wi_ng of the Fiji Teachers
omen Union's Nadroga branch.

The Workshop, held at Sigatoka
Methodist Mission High School on November
19, attracted 67 participants, including teachers,
union leaders, representatives of women's groups
and students.

Women's Wing president Lalita Prakash sawd the
workshop's aim was to educate teachers and
community leaders about violence and its eddects
and parents about domcstic violenee, rape, child
abusc and sexual harrasment.

"We cannot totally depend on the courts or the
law to protect women against gender violenee,”
Ms Prakash told participants.

"We have to take a preventative measure. Com-
munity awarcmess and cducation on the subject
and the rights of women are ncccessary.”

The workshop was opencd by the coordinator of
the Suva's Women's Crisis Centre, Shamima
Ali, who warned that domestic violence, rape,
child abuse and scxual harrassment were on the
increase, with sexual harrassment the most preva-.
lent.

"Many women and children suffer as victims of
violent crimes and they suffer in silence," she
said.

Many rapes went unrcported, Ms Ali said, be-
cause women feared being humiliated by police,
doctors and the court system, while Indian women
were often dissuaded From reporling rape be-
cause of the stigma and shame involved.

In cascs of domestic abuse, Ms Ali said many
o women stayed in violence relationships with
S their husbands because of low sclf-csteem, so-
2 cial isolation, fear of being stigmatised economic
and psychological dependency and because clergy
and counsellors told them it was their duty to do
50.

The effects of domestic violence on its vietims

profoundly damaging," she said.

Ms Ali also told participants that the tragedy of
child scx abusc was that the main offenders were
not strangers, but members of the child's immedi-
atc family or someone else the child knows and
trusts.

"Children who have been sexually abused have
disastrous cffcets on their lives," she said. "They
live with fear, guilt, lonclincss and confusion.”

The issue of bulubulu was raiscd at the workshop
by subdivisional health sister for Nadroga/Navosa,
Sister Nuitawaqa, who said the custom of settling
matters through roconciliation between families
often took the decision of reporting rapc or sexual
assault out of the woman's hands.

She appealed to rape victims and their parents to
report all matters of sexual violence to police.

Suva lawyer Vandhana Narayan said sentences
were too lenient in some scxual violenee cases and
a review of laws affecting women was needed.

"Sometimes the courts take too long to punish the
accused, while the female victims continue to
suffer emotionally, psychologically, physically
and morally,” she said.

The workshop passed a number of resolutions,
including urging the government to review laws
on domestic violence, rape, child scxual abuse
and scxual harassment, to increase penaltics for
offenders. It also called on the government to
appoint morc women magistrates to handle gen-
der-based crimes.

'The workshop also agreed that the Ministry of
Education should run programs to educate teach-
ers on matters of gender violcnee and child abuse,
and that tcachers shold pass this knowledge on to
students in primary and sccondary schools.

The workshop also called on all men in authority
to honour the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights which statcs that everyone "without dis-
tinction of any kind such as race, colour, sex,
language or other status" has the right to "life,
liberty and sccurity of persons” and shall not "be
subjected to torture or cruel, inhuman or degrad-

ing treatment”. =
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Jan

Feb

Had one full time paid staff , the

coordinator, Ms Vani Dulaki and was

assisted by Zarina Bibi, a member.

Ms. Suman Chandra joined the
Movement as Clerical Officer.

: Organised the first regional meet
ing (roundtable) on Women In
Politics which was attended by |5
women from | | South Padificcoun-
tries. Funding was provided by The
Asia Foundation - Pacific Office.

Ms Catherine Harm Nam joined
PWRM as Communication Officer.

First edition of BALANCE for
Women's Day.

Participated in the different
activities organised by women's
organisation to mark the Interna-
tional Wormen's Day

Ms Jenny Cartervoluntarily assisted
in the office. She is a Law student
from England who was visiting a
friend. '

Organised a 3 day naticnal legal
literacy workshop that focused on
the Family Law of Fiji. This was
attended by 30 women from
different parts of Fiji and
representing different women's

groups.

Published articles on the Family
Law of Fiji in the three languages
(English, Fijian & Hindi). This was

June :

made possible by funds provided
by the Dept., of Wormen through
the AIDAB Small Grant Scheme.

» Organised and hosted the first regional

meeting on Women an Law which
ended brainstorming session on Land
Rights,

Ms Praveen Sharma joined the
Movement as WEER, Prpject Officer.

: Re-writing of project proposal and

focusing on other possible projedts,
The Asia Foundation provided us six
moenthsfunding for the interim period
(May - Oct.)

Co-Resourced a cne week legal
literacy workshop on the Family Law
cf Fiji in Taveuni with the Regional
Legal Adviser for British Aid which also
supported it financially. This was
organised by Ms Violau Yavalanavanua,
amember of PWRMwhaoattended the
first workshop.

i Invited by the Sogosogo Vakamarama

- Lomaiviti through the Dept. of
Women to address the group on the
topic "Wormen and Law. PWRM was
joined by Regional Legal Adviser -
British Aid and Salote Kaimacuata from
the DPP's office. Trip was made
possible by British Aid.

: Our Legal Adviser attended a one

week meeting in Manila on Wormen In
Politics organised by the Centre for
ASIA-Pacific Women In Paolitics
(CAPWIF)
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O"' Seplember 5, 1994 the world's largest congress | The abortion issue had been raised by the Vatican

on population got underway, The Cairo conference
sought fundamental shifts in country population pro-

in the preparotry meetings as well but it was not
expected Lo get the milcage that it did at the Cairo

grams. It called for countries to lay stress on conference. Countries like Saudi Arabia
demographic targets and includedevelopment | gducalion is the | and Sudan supported the Vatican stand
in their plans. key for resolving and they staycd away in protest over

this worldwide the inclusion of reproductive rights
There were moments when it appearcd that problem and adolescent sexuality in the agenda.
the conference was bogged down over the

issue of abortion and would not be able to

come up with a twenty-year program as it had targeted.
However, despite the hardline stand of the Vatican and
some Muslim countrics, nations agreed to key changes
in their population programs.

Cairo marked a decisive shift away from the ideology of
those population ideologic that had dominated the past
twenty years. In 1974, Bucharest, and in 1984, Mexico
City, the plan of action laid down speeific demographic
targets to be achieved. The Cairo declaration was
conspicuous by the absence of such goals. Family
planning was no longer the dominant theme.,

The focus had shifted to issues such as better delivery of
health carc services, women's empowerment, gender
cquality and reproductive rights. Expericnee of the past
two decades indicates that these played a greater role in
bringing down population growth levels rather than
better family planning services.

The major problem identified at the conlerence
was the funding problem. Programs listed in the
action plan are not getting implemented due to
lack of funding. Rich countrics postponed a
decision on the "20/20" proposal floated by the
United Nation agencies. It directed developed
couniries Lo set aside at least 20% of their budget
for social development and a similar amount for
development aid to poor nations.

Many African countrics were also against such a
proposal because it would mean restructuring
their own budgets significantly. Finally, broad
agreement was rcached on the estimated $17
billion that the program ol action is going to cost.

Delegates were confronted with the fact that 90
million people were being added to world popu-
lation annually, that the growth of world popula-
tion was at an all-time high. Over a period of 123

In the confcrence the world community
committed to quantitative goals in three
areas, The arcas arc education, especially
for pirls; reduction of infant, child and
maternal mortality; universal access to
family planning and reproductive health
services.

Though in the three preparatory meetings
prior to the Cairo conference nations had
been able to work out an agreement on
85% of the text of the program of action
to be endorsed by the general body of
nations, there was no consensus on mat-
ters such as sexual health, reproductive
rights, family planning scrvices, and abor-
tion,
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Is AIDS a new disease?
FRe=

Some people find it hard to believe that AIDS isa
new diease. They think that it has been around for
along time, but not diagnosed. They may think this
because thay have never seen a person with AIDS
or because the symptoms are the same as those of
a local syndrome.

In one country some people believe that AIDSisa
local disease caused by a spell put on a unfaithful
woman by her jealous pariner. This disease
causes wasting and death.

If people think that ATDS has been around for
along time they will see less reason to change their
behaviour because they have managed to avoid it
up till now.

The history of AIDS suggests that the present
epidemic is new, even if isolated cases of AIDS
occurred earlier.

In the early 1980s doctors in the USA, Europe
and Africa beganto see a particular combination of
symptoms which they had not seen before. These
cases were surprising because;

intravenous drug users and newborn babies of
infected mothers started to get AIDS.

This suggested that the disease was caused by an
infectious agent transmitted in blood and during
sexual activity. The search for a virus began and
HIV was discovered.

HIV was found in blood, semen and vaginal fluids
in infected people. There is no trace of the virus
before 1969 in stored blood, which suggests that
it 1§ a new virus.

The number of cases of AIDS has doubled every
eight months since the early 1980s in countries
where the virus first appeared. It has spread to
almost every country in the world.

» the serious infection which killed
people were previously only seen in
people with severely weakened immune
systems, For example, in people with
cancer or malnutrition;

« the symptoms of usually mild infec-
tions such as thrus or herpes were very
severe and spread over the body. they
occured in un usual combinations;

» thedisease affccted previously strong,
young people.

Healthworkers noticed that while mainly
men who have sex with men were af-
fected in the West, both men and
woman were affected in Africa. Then
people who had had blood transfusions, L
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July : Co-resourced another week long work
shop with wormen in Nadi with the
Regional Legal Adviser - British Aid.
This was organised by the women's
Interest Officer - Nadi with funding
pro-vided also by the British Aid.

. Project Officer attended a one week
meeting in Bangkok which was organised
by UNESCAP which was focused on Social
development. This was possible through
funding from the International Labour
Organisation (Suva).

Aug : Coordinator attended a two week work
shop in Vanuatu for the Beneath Paradise
Project. She was also nominated to be one
of the five women representing this Pacific
Women's NGO group to Beijing in 1995.

Sep : Coordinator attended a two week work
shop/ seminar meeting in Brisbane
organised by the Australian federation of
University Women. PWRM was nominated
by FAWG.

Oct ' Received positive response fromthe Global
Fund for Women regarding funds for the
execution of the WEER project and also
OXFAM NZ who with Cormmunity Aid

Abroad Australia are willing to make a
momentary contribution towards WEER.

 PWRM hosted some members of the team

who accormpanied the NZ Minister for For
eign Affairs official visit to Fiji. Members
present were able to meet two NZ MPs
and also the BExecutive Director of OXFAM
NZ. Meeting was very successful.

. Dr. MridulaSainathwentto Indiaand Ugenda

to attend a Wornen and Health exchange
programme.

. Co-resourced a week long legal literacy

workshop organised by the Dept. of Women
for it's officers.

. Sentoutthe second edition of BALANCE for

the year after a long lapse.

: Meeting organised in Pakistan was attend by

P.Imranajalal. Thiswas organised by Women
Living Under Muslim Law Group, Trip was
funded by The Asia Foundation.

: Ms Tupou Vere attended a Mock trial in

Bangkok organised to try human rights
abusers, Funded by APWLD.

VISIT BY PARTICIPANTS FROM THE YOUNG
WOMEN'S FESTIVAL

[=F T R R ]
by Ciina Houng Lee

employment rights.

The World Conference of Churches, Pacific Conference of Churches and the Fiji Council of
Churhes held a young women's festival titled "I am Worthy, Young Women Demand a Violence
Free World". 60 participants from Latin America, Asia, Europe, North America, the Middle East,
Caribbean and the Pacific attended. The festival also brought together positive experiences of ways
in which young women have enhanced communities in which they live. A group of 15 represen-
tatives visited our office and Praveen presented a talk on "Economic Violence" and our Women's
Employment and Equal Rights (WEER) Project. The session was informative and warmly
reccived. We shared experiences of economic struggles and strategies for improving women's




12,

WOMEN IN
DEVELOPMENT
STEERING
COMMITTEE
MEETING

by Gina Houng Les -

e stiended the Women in Develoment

Steering Conunittee meeting on 17 Novem-
ber 1994. This Committee consists of
government ministries and NGO representa-
tives. The NGO component consists of Fiji
Women's Crisis Centre and Fiji National
Council of Women. This main objective of
the meeting was to discuss progress and
preparations for the 4th United Nations
World Conference on Women in Beijing,
Sereima Lomaloma and Kiti Makasiale from
the Department of Women (national focal
point) reported on the Noumea and Jakarta
Mecting as the unified voice of the Pacific
delegations. We now have our regional plan
of action and strategies to improve the
status of women titled the "Jakarta Declara-
tion for the Advancement of Women in the
Asia and Pacific Regiona," The Steering
committee is now looking to disseminate
information through the mainstream media.
Another important meeting is the final
prepcom which is in March 1995 in New
York at the Commission of the Status of
Women (CSW). The CSW is the secretariat
for the Bejing Conference. Pacific Women's
Resource Bureau (PWRB) plans to organise
a technical expert team to examine the draft
Global Platform of Action and lobby to
include Pacific issues. It was decided that

CLINICAL SIGNS OF AIDS

Major Signs | Weight loss greater than  10% of body,
weight, Fever for konger than one manth,
Diarrhoea for longer than one month (on
and off or all the time), Persistent severe
fatigue

Minor Signs | Cough for more than one month, Itchy skin

rashes, Cold sores all over body, Shingles,
Thrush in the month and throat, Swollen
glands at two or more sites (excluding the
groin) for mare than 3 months.

If | have any of these
symptoms, how can | tell

fery. Take
tablets and yout il

VECOVEr n 3 few days.
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whether it is AIDS or not?

FPeople who are worried that they might
have AIDS should consulf a doctor.
FPeople should never say that a person
has one of these symptoms, In the first paice,
becauwse AIDS can mimic other ilinesses, it & very
difficult to dignase and this can only be done
bya wellqualifed, experenced worker.
Secondly, the person concemed and his
farmily will suffer from araety and possibly
refection and solation,
=5

J) The illinesses in AIDS
Finally so much of the immune system is
destroyed that the person is attacked by rare
and scrious infections which eventually kill
him or her. The diseases vary in different
countries, depending on which viruses, bacte-
ria, fungus and protozoal infections are around.
Common diseases that can affect a
person with AIDS include:
+ chest infections causing pneumonia and
shortness of breath )

(TB is common in people with ATDS)

* brain infections causing mental confusion,
severe headache and fits

. Fut_iufectimis causing severe diarrhoea
asting many weeks -

» cancers, particularly a skin cancer called

Kaposi's sarcoma.

About half of the peole diagnosed with
AIDS die withintwo years of diagnosis. 15 per
cent of people with AIDS in the USA have
lived for five years since diagnosis.

If people are infected with MIV, how
long will they have before they gef
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the committee nominate Tupou Vere (De-
L ¢ partment of Women) as a member of this
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Some people infected with HIV may never
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technical expert team. We were advised that
aller Beijing a Fiji national human develop-
ment summit would be held to examine
implementation of the UN World Summit
on Social Development, We look forward
to this summit as it aims to examine national
strategies to implement action plans en-
dorsed at these international conferences.
and Issues that affect us. We will keep you
posted.

get AIDS.

AIDS has only been recognized since
1980, so we do not yet know what percentage
of people will have moved from one stage to
another after 10 or 20 years.

We can only say that uptil now, after each
year that has gone by, 12 per cent of people
infected with HIV have developed some symp-

toms of HIV infectionand between 2 and 9 per
cent have developed AIDS. On average,
people infected with HTV develop AIDS afler

eight years. ]




How IV weakens the immune system

Our blood contains white and red blood
cells. Normally the white cells fight off and kill
any germs which enter our bodies. They do this by

eating up the germs and by producing chemicals

called antibodies which kill them. In this way our

bodies fight off many different germs and we stay

i

healthy. Sometimes we have symptoms of illness -

when our white cells are fighting the germs, but
usually the white cells win and we get better. HIV
weakens this immune system by entering and
finally destroying our white cells. As more and

more white cells are killed, the body becomes less *

and less able to fight off the many different germs

Finally, people with AIDS die from one of a

number of serious and rare diseases which their A person infected with HIV' iy begin to show

© sig ill 8 i ft :
HIV can. alss attak the biait calls did = signs of illness after six months or after may years

bodies cannot resist,

nervous system directly causing mental and co-

ordination problems,

What happens whea a persom is infecled
with V.

There are three stages of HIV infection.

(1) A healthy person infected with HIV
Around the time of infection some people

White cell

Body Soldiers Killed.
(Hher Germs Invede Dody

AIDS virus attacks

have a short illness similar to glandular fever,
After this most people remain healthy with no
signs of illness for many years.

However, HIV is still present in the body
and the person can infect others without either
partner knowing it.

After about three months most people
infected with HIV produce antibodies against the
virus, but they are not able to kill HIV because it
hides in the white cells. A blood test can detect
these antibodies.

2Lt i S .~ Sages of IV infection
which live around and in our bodies all the time. = )" 0665 associnted with HIV infection

may begin to appear

These signs are common in many illnesses

Tt |

e

CEATH

I infected with TITV, 100 people can evpect to progress like this
OYET O YCar.

and cannot be used by themselves to diagnose
AIDS. They are also common in people with
immune deficiency, which can be caused in a
number of ways apart from HIV infection. for
example, malnutrition, cancer and reactions to
some drugs. After excluding such causes, a doctor
may diagnose AIDS when a person has two or
more of the following major signs together and at

- least one minor sign. Major signs are those which
: are more closely linked frequently in other ill-
© nesses as well.

If possible people with such signs and

- symptoms should also have an HIV antibody
- blood test.

conl, next page
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comment, Sug-
gestion which

onwards we will
be informing our members of issucs alfect-
ing women workers. If you have any
questions/suggestions regarding issucs af-
fecting Women and Work, please do not
hesitate to call/write to FWRM.

If readers are intercsted in learn-
ing more about issucs addressed rhrough
our WEER project, FWRM will be con-
ducting workshops on Women and Work
issues. Please registcr your interest in
organising/participating in these workshops
at the FWRM office.

Since this issue of the "Balance" is
targeted towards the 16 days of Action
against violence Against Women, it secms
appropriate (o talk about Sexual Harass-
ment in the Workplace as part of this issue.
We have stressed earlier that Violence
against women is not just physical but
econamic as well, Since women's need for
income is desperate, they have little or no
avenucs to protest when faced with sexual
harrasment and other similar problems at
the workplace.

What is sexual harrasment?

Scxual Harrasment is a rclatively
new name to describe a problem which is
certainly not new, It used to be one of the
problems associated with being a woman.
Different people had different phrases to
describe this common problem that was
faced by many women. In the 1970's, the
term scxual harrasment was recognised as
a specific type of bechaviour which was
against the law.

Although there are various ways
of defining "sexual harrasment”, the dif-
ferent definitions ususlly refer to:

"unwanted conduct of a sexual na-
ture, which either the rejection or imposi-
tion of can have negative employment
consegquences for the victim, as well as
undesirable effects on the work environ-
ment. "

Sexual harrasment can be any look,

=

can be either physical and/or verbal that you
find offensive and/or puts you in an awk-
ward position. Usually people feel that in
order to be sexually harrased, you need to be
touched physically. THIS IS FALSE! The
harraser nced not lay a finger on you, but
may malie comments, tell jokes that can
gither be directed to you persunally or to
women in gencral which you find offensive.

This type of behaviour is differcnt
from fricndly behaviour which is welcomed
and mutual, The womenwho is on the receiv-
ing end is the one who determines whether
the behaviour is welcome or not. She is the
one who will have the final say in whether
shetrcats that look/touch/comment as acom-
pliment or as sexual harrasment. In coun-
tries where sexual harrasment is illegal
(against the law) the courts define scxual
harrasment as “conduct which is unwanted/
unwelcomed from a reasonable women's
point of view.

In Fiji, unfortunately, sexual
harrasment is not against the law! The popu-
far thinking is that sexual harrasment is not
as rampant in Fiji as other countrics hence
there is really no need for legislation in this
area. This type of thought has establishced
firm rtoots in socicty and it needs to be
corrected if we to safeguard the women
workers of Fiji. Sexual harrasment is hap-
pening in Fiji; in a survey by FWRM,
Domestic workers claimed that sexual
harrasment was part of the job for them. In
the same survey, police officers considered
offensive jokes/comments as something
associated with being in the police force.
There have been many reports in the media
about garment workers who are subject to
body searches, forced to provide sexual
favours to supervisors and superiors to
name a few. Wailresscs and other restau-
rant workers could recount innumerable
number of oceasions where male custom-
ers and/or bosses have either physically

conl. pag 4,
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touched them or made suggestive sexual re-
marks against them, These are all examples of
sexual harrasment. Il is happening today in
Fiji so Why have we not got a law against
it?

There are two major types of sexual
harrasment in the workplace; these are:

1. When a person in authority demands
sexual favours in rewirn for job security,
promotion ete. This type of behaviour is
somctimes called sexual blackmail or "This
for that..." (ie. if you do this for me...you can
keep your job!l)

2. This is when unwelcome advances,
verbal and physical interfere with the woman's
work and can
result in a hos-

tile working
environment.
A common ex-
ample would
be when the
victim's waork
suffers due to
a lack of con-
centration and
she begins to
Stay  away
from work in
order to avoid
tha harraser. This is more subtle then then the
first one which involves asking for favours
directly.

Because few women complain about
sexual harrasment, many people are unaware
of the problem. Cases have come about where
women have complained about scxual
harrasment after they have left work which
makes people suspicious stating that it could
be a case of "sour grapes"

Cases where women have com-
plained, the typical response has been "you
cannot take a joke!" The other common
response is "Your (the victim's) behaviour
somechow encouraged this form of
harrasment.” Both these statements are dis-
criminatory to say the leasl. Firstly, we are
all individuals and our sense of humour
differs from individual to individual. One
cannot say that because she/ he finds a
comment amusing, everyone else has to
agree. We are all entitled to our own
opinions and what may be amusing to one
person can be offensive to another, Lhere-
fore the comment that a woman who com-
plains of sexual harrasment cannot take a
juke is unsubstantiated, The other common
response also does not stand since all women
can be subject to sexual harrasment regard-
less of their age, marital status, their ap-
pearance, and the position they occupy in
the company.

It has been noted that women who
are in certain occupalions are more likely to
be victims of harrasment than others. Do-
mestic workers are more vulnerable to
sexual harrasment since they usually work
alone in the home; women in female domi-
nated industries eg. garment workers are
also more susceptible to this behaviour,

Sexual harrasment is a power play
that cxists between the victim and the ha-
rasser, It has nothing to do with victim's
behaviour, age or dress. Rescarch has proved
time and time again that in most cases of
sexual harassment, there is a power differece
between the harasser and the victim. Thelink
between sexual harassment and women's sub-
ordinate status in the labour market cannot be
ignored. Sexual harassment of women work-
ers is bound to persist while women continue
to occupy positionsat the lower end of wages
and working conditions scale and are igno-
rant of their nghts......

Early reports suggested that HIV originated in
Central Africa, was carried to Haiti and from
there reached USA through gay men. This

where HIV originated. One of the earliest
presumed cases was in a boy in the USA who
died in 1969 of an illness which suggested

unreliable evidence. Ontop of
this, the earlier numbers of
people reported with HIV in
Africa were found to be exag-
gerated because early tests
gavemany false positives. And
westerners explained the high

ments as a fact although it was

later found to be based on
|
_
)

theory was written into docu-

-

immune deficiency. His
stored blood and tissues
were found to contain an-
tibodies to HIV.

We should learn from this
experience to be very care-
ful not to present theories
as if they were facts when
talk about AIDS, and not

5 b
7 1l

incidence of HIV in Africa as
being the result of 'promiscuity’ and 'trau-
matic sexual practices’. This biased reporting
resulted in further discrimination against Afri-
cans and angered many African governments
and those involved in AIDS programmes.

This was a painful start and it hindered inter-
national efforts to work together in preventing
the further spread of HIV. It is not known

to make assumptions about
other people's sexual behaviour. The most
important task now is to prevent the further
spread of the virus and care for those who are
infected with HIV. No one is to blame for the
appearance of HIV. But now that we know it
is there, we must not be accused of failing to
create the kind of responsible and caring
society which will make it possible to prevent
AIDS.

What is AIDS

AIDS is a medical diagnoisis for a
combination of illncsses which results from a
specific weakness of the immune system. The
immune system defends the body against in-
fections and diseases. This immune deficiency
is caused by infection with a virus. A virusisa

- very small germ,

AIDS is caused by infection with a type
of virus called HIV.

H i

I mmune deficiency
v irus

HIV is not one virus, but a family of many
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editorial

from that experience” or that "the
victim had known different men
sexually before the incident".
Given such comments from law &

enforcers, it's hardly surprising
that rapist are more succesful than

any other criminal in getting away

with their crimes.

Why are many people still so un-
concerned about rape? Why does
society seem indifferent to the
suflering of survivors of rape?

These are two difficult questions *

to answer but after putting more
thoughtstoit, isit becauserapeis
identified as a women's issue and
not a human one. BY secing or

R L R b B b e o o e R R R R S S PR R

calling rape as a "women's issue"
brings about a danger that it will ::
continue to be seen as a sexual

problem.

How, ultimately then can we get =
men to understand the ordeal of =
rape? This is also a difficult ques-
tion to answer because men don't -
think of rape astheir problem asit -
is something that happens mostly -
to women. They don't think about *

it until it happens to the wife, the
mother or the daughter they love.
Rape doesn't affect women solely
- it affects the whole family. Per-

haps only when men realise this,
will they be able to see rape as the

CRIME it is!

Perhaps then, they will under- ©
stand that since it is men who
commit rape, it istrue to say that -
ONLY men can STOP rape.....!

Ms. Praveen Sharma.
Project Officer - FIYRM

As promised in last issue, We in-
troduce our new Project Officer
for the "Women, Employment &
Econornic Rights (WEER)" project
who joined the PWRM in April
1994. Praveen received her pri-
rmary education at Nehru Memo-
rial , followed by three years at St.
Joseph's Secondary before leaving
to further her studies in Australia.

FWRM is her first employment upon completing a Bachelor
of Arts degree (B.A) from the University of Tasmania in
Hobart, majoring in Political Science and Administration. For
those of our members who frequent the PWRM office, you
would be familiar with our Project officer, but for those of our
mermbers who were curious to find out more about the face
behind the voice you have been hearing on our weekly radio

programs, your request is fulfilled! S —

Colbcknowledgement

and Development in the Asian and Pacific regions™ will be held at the
Victoria University of Technology, St Albans Campus, Melbourne from
Thursday 9th - Saturday | | th February 1995, Itis for allinterested in the
UN World Conference on Women in Beijing in September 1995 and
the issues it will cover even if they are not planning to attend, Keynote
speakers will be womens activists from Asian and Pacific countries as
well as from Australia. Topics to be addressed in panels and workshops
willinclude; Population, environment, reproductive rights and womens
health; Biodiversity and biotechnology, Interilectual property and indig-
enous knowledge; Vidlence against women; Women and religious
fundamentalism; Women and the media; Womens Studies in the Asian
and Pacific region; Women's creative writing in the Region, Womenand
international trade; Women's rights as human nights, Education for
empowerment; Womenand the Asian arms race; Computer network-
ing for the Beijing Conference; Lobbying governments; Getting more
women in Parliaments; The Copenhagen Social Summit, Reform of the
UN systerm; Women and Development Assistance; Gender sensitivity
in Aid Programmes,

A brochure with further details is available from the organizers
Dr Helen Hill and Jeannie Rea,

Centre for Asia Pacific Studies,

Victoria University of Technology

P.0.Bax 14428, Melbourne Mail Centre 3000

Phone (03) 668 4881 Fax (03) 688 4883

e-mail Hellen = Hil @vul.eduau
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Fiji Wonien's Rights Movement
P.0.8o0x 19199
Suva, Fiji Istands

Membership:

To become 2 member of the FWRM it is necessary for
you to fill our membership farm and pay $5.00'to
receive our newsletter. Men are welcome ta join as

Friends of the Movement and will receive our
newsletter, For overseas friends, a subscription of
$10.00 will be required to enable us to send copies of
the Balance to you. Please fill & return the form to
our postal address.

Postal Address:
Fiji Women's Rights Movement,
P.0.Box 14194, Suva, Fiji Istands.

Membership Form ( )

i agree 1o abide by the rules of the Movement and support it's
aims and objectives.

Upon payment of menhership & completion of this form you will be
eligible for membership.

-

Fiji Women's Rights Movement

L Balam‘féﬁ

Fiji. Tel: (679) 313 156,

I I’.0.Box 14194, Suva.

Fax: (679) 313 466

E ditorial....!

( grcctings and welcome to the

third and final edition of BALANCE
for the year 1994 I hope that it has
been a successful one for you and
your loved ones.

RAPE: itistheone crime no women
is safe from. More than any other
crime, rape has it's wellsprings in a
patriachal culture like ours, One
that views women as the undis-
puted property of the male, to do
with as he wills,

With six years of our serious cam-
paign offighting to change society's
attitude has had little effect.
Traumatised often destroyed by the
act itself, a woman has to further
bear the structures of a society that
blames her in some way for a crime
of which she is the victim and not
the perpetrator.

There have been some positive and
negative comments reported lately
in the dailies which were attributed
to members of the Fiji Bench and
some responses to it from the gen-
eral public. Many of us I am sure
wereangered and saddened by these
reports.

To sit back and think about it, actu-
ally, the seeds of rape are deeply

planted in our society..... in atti-
tudes toward sex and toward fe-
male/male roles. As Mr Justice

Lewis stressed inarape case hear- |

ing lately, he emphasised the role
others (men) have to play - "that
there is a need to reasses their
whole attitude to women in gen-
eral and female sexuality in par-
ticular".

The biggest detterent to bringing
rapists to justice is public atti-
tude. Unfortunately, these atti-
tudes extends into the court room
where even today it often feels
that the victims is on trial. A re-
cent comment made by a magis-
trate here is a clear indication of
this when he said "she was the
author of her own vulnerability”.
This Magistrate failed to consider
the fact that ‘the survivor was
asleep amongst the people she
knew and who later raped her or
is this what he meant by her vul-
nerability. Clearly this should be
seenas anabusc oftrust bestowed
on people we know that makesus
so vulnerable to this horrendous
crime. Another such comment
which was made in court said
"there was no evidence that the
girl will suffer any adverse effects
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