
Young Women’s VOICES count.





MY GUIDE TO VOTING

Hi there! Are you 18 or older and planning on voting for the first time this year? We 
are too! 

Elections can be a little bit overwhelming, but don’t worry, we’re here to go through 
it together!

Young Women’s 
Voices Count! 



LET’S GET STARTED! 

Everyone in Fiji who is at least 18 and a citizen will have the chance to have a say in 

how the country is run.

Every single vote counts, INCLUDING YOURS!

So how do you feel about elections and voting? Don’t really understand how it 

works? Looking for more information? Maybe you think politics is boring or too com-

plicated or not something young women should be involved in? If you answered YES 

to any of these questions, then this guide is for YOU!

Welcome to your own personal guide to voting!

Here we will take you on an election adventure where YOU make the decisions and 

choose what you do with your right to vote and YOU decide the future of your coun-

try.

Look out for the glossary where tricky words are explained; as well as the checklists 

and other tools that may be useful in helping you make your decision.

CHOOSE YOUR OWN ELECTION ADVENTURE
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ABOUT ME! 

It starts with you! Everybody (as long as they are over 18), regardless of their age, 

gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, religious beliefs, or politics, has the RIGHT TO VOTE*! 

as many as you like and add more if you want!

My name is….....................
I am

2

- Under the Fiji Constitution 2013; (Section 55 (2), (3))

• "Under the 2013 Fijian Constitution any Fijian citizen over 18, of sound mind, not serving a 

prison sentence of more than 12 months, and who has not been found guilty of breaking 

electoral laws, can vote"

A student

Working

Looking for work

A young single mother

A carer

Christian

Hindu

Muslim

Person with 

disabilities

Straight

Lesbian

Bisexual

Transgender

iTaukei

Indo-Fijian

Rotuman

Chinese

European

Fijian 

Bi racial 

Multi racial

..........................

 In order to vote an eligible voter must be registered on the National Register of Voters. Once they 

meet the requirement on section 55(2) and (3) of the 2013 Constitution of the Republic of Fiji they 

can visit any of FEO’s Voter Services Centre (location on our website and Facebook page) with their 

original or certified true copy of their Birth Certificate (if they don't have this document they can just 

come) and any valid photo ID to register. Once registered they will be issued with a Blue voter card.
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MY VALUES

Elections are about deciding what you want your Fiji to look like. What issues do you 

want the new leaders to focus on? Here’s a chance to think about what you value.

Things that matter to me (these are just suggestions; add others if you want to):

Education

Security

Equality

Health 

Employment

Family

Environment

Young Women’s Leadership

......................................

......................................

......................................

......................................

Faith 

Human rights

Fiji’s international relations

Infrastructure 

Sport

The arts

......................................

......................................

......................................

......................................

......................................

......................................

as many as you like and add more if you want!

33
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SOME IMPORTANT WORDS AND EXPRESSIONS

The language people use when talking about politics can be confusing. Here are a few 

useful expressions explained:

WORD DEFINITION WORD DEFI NI TI ON

Electoral 

Act 

The law to be released 

by the state which will 

explain how the voting 

system will work and when 

the election will be held. 

Secret  ballot Syst em of  vot ing in which 

Electoral 

system 

The way in which votes 

are translated into seats 

in parliament and the 

government formed. 

Suf f raget t es Women act iv ist s who f ought  

t o w in t he r ight  t o vot e f or  

women.

Campaign The organised effort of 

parties and candidates in 

the lead up to an election 

to convince people to vote 

for them. 

Policy The pr inciple of  a par t y  or  

candidat e out lining how 

t hey  w ill act  in relat ion t o 

a par t icular  issue. Eg. An 

educat ion policy  might  

promise f ree t ext  books t o 

public school st udent s. 

Political party A group of people with 

similar values who join 

together to attempt to 

influence law making 

or even to lead as the 

government of a country. 

Candidat e A per son who is put t ing 

t hemself  f or ward t o be 

elect ed t o par liament . 

Independent 

candidate

A person who runs for 

election by themselves, 

without being attached to 

a party. 

Compulsory Somet hing t hat  you must  

do.

Manifesto A public declaration of 

principles and policies 

which outlines what a 

party or candidate plans to 

do if they are successful 

in being elected to 

parliament.  

Cardboard

vot ing boot h

4

each per son goes int o a 

car dboar d vot ing boot h and 

mar ks t he candidat e of  

t heir  choice on t he ballot  

paper  in secr et .

St r uct ur e made of  

car dboar d which enables 

vot er s t o mar k t heir  ballot  

paper s w it hout  anyone 

else being able t o see who 

t hey  ar e vot ing f or .

4
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Parliament The forum in which all 

elected representatives 

sit to discuss and vote on 

new laws.  

Cast  a vot e

Prime 

Minister

The leader of the 

government. 

I nf ormed

decision

A decision you make 

af t er  gat her ing enough 

inf or mat ion t o have a 

clear  under st anding of  

your  opt ions and why  you 

choosing one in par t icular.

Proportional 

Representation

An electoral system in 

which the number of seats 

a party wins are directly in 

proportion to the number 

of votes they receive in an 

election.

Ballot  box The t r anslucent  box int o

 which your  vot e is placed

t o be count ed. 

Constitution The highest law in a 

country which sets down 

the rules for how the 

government, parliament 

and judiciary (courts) 

must run. 

Platform The set of policies and 

promises of a candidate or 

party for which they seek 

to be elected. 

WORD DEFINITION WORD DEFI NI TI ON

To mar k t he candidat e of  

your  choice on t he ballot  

paper ,  which is t hen placed 

inside a ballot  box.

5
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REMEMBER!

6

women make up 50 % of the population in Fiji 

– that is a big number! This means that we 

as young women can influence the result of 

the election. The way we vote will have an 

impact on who the future leaders of the 

country are! That is a big responsibility and 

we have to take it seriously!

According to Fijian Elections

Office release of voter statistics

as at April 2022, registration of

female voters has increased by

24,154 which is about 7.63%. Among

the different age cohorts, the

31-40 age group makes up 45.98% of

the Register with 156,634 voters

followed by the 21-30 cohort

standing at 45.13% with 153,735

registered voters.

There are some issues, like 

education and gender equality, which 

are particularly important to young 

women. When we vote, we make a 

statement about what is important 

to us and make sure our leaders 

take these issues seriously! 
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Age Cohorts

Division Gender 18-20 21-30 31-40 41-50 51-60 61-70 71-80 81+

Central Male 6855 36168 34775 25904 20397 13180 5570 1597

Central Female 7597 36376 33777 25526 20999 14697 6781 2393

Eastern Male 523 2832 3351 2623 2457 1723 846 290

Eastern Female 400 2188 2830 2155 2020 1410 786 358

Northern Male 2192 10897 11277 9701 8584 5361 2076 727

Northern Female 2436 10348 9902 8445 7932 5432 2951 1012

Western Male 5291 26889 30602 24801 20361 13269 5441 1545

Western Female 5744 27483 28742 22911 19939 14276 6994 2371

Overseas Male 0 297 731 1039 908 611 241 52

Overseas Female 0 257 647 857 796 574 211 32

Total 31038 153735 156634 123962 104393 70533 31897 10377

Age Cohort Distibution by Division and Gender

Page 1 of 1

Voter Statistics
14 April, 2022AS AT:

Total 31038 153735 156634

Gender Totals

Male 341984

Female 340585

Total 682569

Gender Summary

Page 1 of 1

31038 153735 156634 123962 104393 70533 31897 10377

Division Gender Totals

Central
Male 144446

Female 148146

Eastern
Male 14645

Female 12147

Northern
Male 50815

Female 48458

Overseas
Male 3879

Female 3374

Western
Male 128199

Female 128460

Total 682569

Gender Distribution By Division

Page 1 of 1
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CHOOSE YOUR OWN ELECTION ADVENTURE

So don’t forget… 
our voices count 
and this election 
journey is about 

making them heard!

As you get started on your election journey, there is one very 

simple, but very important thing that you need to remember…. 

YOUR VOICE COUNTS!

8
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What are you going to do?

The beginning of the election campaign is where you make your first decision. Are you 

going to get involved in the conversation about who should run the country, make an 

informed decision and vote? Are you going to ignore all this talk of elections and stay out 

of it? Or maybe you’re not sure and you want some more information before you decide 

whether to vote or not.  

If you have already decided not to vote, go to page 18

If you think that you are going to vote or you would like some more information before 

deciding then turn the page and keep reading! 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Election campaigning has STARTED. All of sudden the “election” is everywhere! It is all over 

the TV news, in the newspapers, on the radio. People talk about it at work, at home and in 

between the candidates and the parties and to decide who you agree with and who you 

want to vote for.

ELECTION 

2022

8 9
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GETTING STARTED: GATHERING INFORMATION

It is a good idea to get as much information as you can about the candidates who are 

running for election. This will mean that you are able to make an informed decision and be 

sure that you know who and what you are voting for.  

It can be tricky though. In the lead up to an election there is information coming from 

television, radio, newspapers, online sources and also released by the political parties and 

candidates themselves. This is where you need to start making decisions about where you 

are going to get your information from and how you are going to use it! 

You can get information from civil society organisations who will be running voter education campaigns 
(like this guide!) throughout the lead up to the election. An example is the Fiji Women’s Rights Movement 
“I am Voting” campaign which has engaged women from all over Fiji to create awareness of voting rights. 
Other civil society organisations will have their own education campaigns too so keep an eye out as they 
are a really great way to get information! 

Check out!

FWRM  

Fiji Young Women’s Forum https://www.facebook.com/groups/1379268645631468/

Fiji Women’s Rights Movement https://www.facebook.com/FWRM1

Fiji Women’s Rights @FWRM1

Young Women’s Forum @FJYWF

You can get information from civil society organisations who will be running voter 

education campaigns (like this guide!) throughout the lead up to the election. An 

example is the Fiji Women’s Rights Movement “I am Voting” campaign which has 

engaged women from all over Fiji to create awareness of voting rights.

Other civil society organisations will have their own educational campaigns too so 

keep an eye out as they are a really great way to get information!

You can also get information from the Centre for Credible Election Information on 

www.ccei.org.fj or see our Facebook page @CentreforCredibleElectionInformation.
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THE PUBLIC MEETING 

You hear about a public meeting or a ‘political rally’ which is going to be held at the 

school hall near your home. A candidate is going to speak about what her policies are 

and this will be the opportunity to ask questions. You think the meeting will be useful 

and would like to go to learn more. 

o go:

• You feel shy and think that you don’t know enough about politics to go

• You have to work

• You have to study

• There is no disability access to the school hall

• Your parents will not give you permission to go

• You don’t feel comfortable or safe attending

• You feel tired and want to get some sleep

• You are a single mother. You have to look after your children

• ........................................................................................................................

• ........................................................................................................................

Some of these things might be possible to overcome. Others are not so easy. Just 

remember that you don’t have to know a lot about politics to get involved. The point 

of meetings like this is to help voters become informed and everyone has the right to 

attend, regardless of their personal background. So what do you do? Choose your own 

path:

• If you DO attend the meeting, turn to page 12

• If you DO NOT attend the meeting, turn to page 13

“Let’s do this together”
No worries

11
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AT THE PUBLIC MEETING 

At the public meeting the candidate gives a speech about the policies in her party’s 

manifesto and tries to convince everyone present to vote for her. Afterwards some 

people ask questions. 

You may like the way the candidate speaks and feel that her policies would be good 

for the country. On the other hand, you may dislike her suggestions and decide that 

you do not want to vote for her. Either way, at the meeting you get information which 

helps you form a view about who to vote for, and the sort of characteristics that you 

value in a candidate. 

The public meeting is a good place to start, but it is just one way of getting information. 

Skip forward to page 14 to find out how to learn more about political candidates and 

their policies.

12
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YOU DIDN’T MAKE IT TO THE MEETING - WHAT NOW?

So you weren’t able to make it to the meeting. As a result, you don’t have the 

information that the candidate provided and you are still feeling unclear about what 

her policies are and who you should vote for. 

Don’t worry though – you still have options! Your election journey does not have to 

end here.

Make your decision….

If you decide that getting the information you need is too difficult and overwhelming and 

that you are going to give up on voting, go to page 18 

If you are still interested and want to get information about the election another way, 

go to page 14  

But where can I find a manifesto?

Where can I read a copy of your manifesto?   

What do manifestos look like?

13
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MANIFESTOS – WHAT ARE THEY AND HOW DO I USE THEM?

Politicians will sometimes talk about a manifesto when explaining their policies, but what 

exactly is a manifesto?     go to page 4

Manifesto can also be used to hold candidates accountable if something was promised 

in a manifesto, but NOT done after the election once they have been elected. If you have 

access to the manifesto of a successful candidate you can compare the principles contained 

in it with the actions of the candidate after the election.

But where can I find a manifesto?   It is not always easy to access the manifesto of a 

political party or an independent candidate. The party’s/candidate’s website is a good 

place to start. 

Where can I read a copy of your manifesto?    If you are unable to find the manifesto of 

a candidate, this is something you can ask them about if you have the opportunity. As a 

voter you have the right to ask candidates if you can read their manifesto.  

What do manifestos look like? Here are sections of the manifestos of two made-up 

parties. You can look at their policies, tick the ones you agree with and cross out the ones 

you disagree with. 

Yellow Party Blue Party

More money to be spent on the 

military

Focus on improving relations 

with Australia and New 

Zealand

Build new rural agricultural 

training centres

Ensure that all public school 

students have access to 

computers and the internet

Reduced school fees for students in 

disadvantaged areas

Increase the number of women in 

national decision –making positions

Introduce stricter regulations to 

protect the environment 

Raise the minimum wage

Improve legal aid services for people 

in need

“I would be more likely to vote for___________________.” 

14
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SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

YOUNG WOMEN in PEACE and SECURITY

YOUNG WOMEN FOR JUSTICE CONCLUDING REMARKS:

EDUCATIONTHE FIJI YOUNG WOMEN’S FORUM NATIONAL 

DECLARATION 2022
 
The Fiji Young Women’s Forum (FYWF) is co-convened by three feminist organizations i.e the House of Colours (HOC), 

Emerging Leaders Forum Alumni (ELFA) and femLINKpacific with support provided by Fiji Women’s Rights Movement 

(FWRM) as Secretariat. The forum builds on the initial Fiji Women’s Forum and a rich tradition of activism of Fijian 

women throughout Fiji’s national history. The FYWF represents voices of young, diverse Fijian women, capturing their 

lived realities and calling for immediate action. Women are underrepresented across various levels of decision-making 

spaces in Fiji, despite the fact that women make up 49.3% of Fiji’s population, according to the Fiji Bureau of Statistics 

2017 Census Results. The Fiji Young Women’s Forum (FYWF) through divisional dialogues bring young women leaders 

and activists together, aged 18 – 35 years to discuss barriers and strategies to young women’s meaningful participation 

and representation in decision-making spaces. 

 

This document serves as the Fiji Young Women’s Forum National Declaration to our National leaders, Government 

Ministries, Political Parties, Civil Society Organizations, Media Houses, Community leaders and other stakeholders, 

calling for immediate action and implementation. 

 

Education 
We call on the Ministry of Education, Heritage and Arts (MEHA) and the State to prioritise young diverse women’s 

access to education by providing more avenues for scholarships for marginalised groups, including women with 

disabilities, people of diverse SOGIESC1 and young women in rural and remote communities. Additionally, the Ministry 

of Education needs to be able to provide a more holistic quality of education at Primary School level, and we strongly 

recommend that education on human rights be added to the primary school curriculum via a child friendly methodology, 

so as to nurture an understanding of equity, equality, inclusivity and diversity. 

 

Economic 
We petition the Private Sector, Consumer Council of Fiji, the Ministry of Economy, the Ministry of Labour and the 

National Employment Centre to provide awareness and training support on Finance Management, Economic 

Independence, improving Financial Literacy within rural and remote communities, additionally, provide grants for 

youth entrepreneurship schemes. We have identified challenges and gaps within economic empowerment schemes, 

and thus call upon the State to provide practical training, unemployment aid and assistance, as well as create and 

implement policy towards creating avenues of economic empowerment in Cultural Creative industries. We also 

call on the Ministry of Labour to encourage businesses and Employers to employ young diverse people within their 

organizations free from discrimination. 

 

Health 
We, young women in all our diversities face challenges in Fiji’s Health Sector, and thus call on Government leaders, 

Health Care Providers, the Ministry of Health and relevant stakeholders to channel better funding and an increased 

budget to the Ministry of Health. To allow for free and efficient health care services, specifically ambulance services as 

well as to strengthen protocols for complaints from the public. We demand that the Ministry of Health provide gender 

sensitisation training from the medical school level and this to be better enforced in the hospitals and health centres. 

Environment
We call on leaders to uphold the practice of meaningful consultations on the issue of unsafe Evacuation centres 

1  Sexual Orientation, Gender Identity, Gender Expression and Sex Characteristics

15
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We highlight the importance of the role of the media in a sustainable democracy and call 
on political leaders to commit to the principles of Free media with a strong emphasis on 
balanced reporting and responsible journalism. 

Young Women demand a commitment to the review of the Fiji education system with 
particular emphasis on accessibility to the Girl Child and Young Women, regardless of 
disability, sexual orientation, identities and expressions. 

The forum calls for affirmation action programs directed at the enhancement of Young 
Women’s assistance in formal and informal education, and other opportunities that 
enhance Young Women development.

Together with effective policing, educators and leaders have the ability to eradicate 
sexual exploitation.

Schools are powerful social and cultural institutions in constructing gender identity as 
they have a major influence on girls and boys and how they see themselves and each 
other. We demand the promotion of high-quality gender identity and relations teaching 
and learning at all educational levels including early years settings (childcare and 
kindergartens). 

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

We urgently seek full and decent employment and economic empowerment for all young 
Fijian women. 

Young Women demand the promotion of young women to pursue education and 
employment in male dominated fields. The State must commit to the advancement 
of Young Women in self-employment initiatives and small businesses by providing 
necessary support and services including financial assistance, training and development, 
and access to markets, regardless of Young Women’s status, location, and social standing. 

YOUNG WOMEN in PEACE and SECURITY

Young Women’s Human Security must be placed at the forefront by political parties and 
candidates. Putting Young Women’s security first ensures gender inclusive development 
plans and processes from the local to the global level. 

We call for the protection of women Human Rights defenders.

YOUNG WOMEN FOR JUSTICE CONCLUDING REMARKS:

We the Young Women of Fiji, call on the State’s alignment to principles and processes of 
Free and Fair Elections, such as the levelling of the current unequal playing field and that 
rules and regulations are not oppressive to political parties and independent candidates. 
We demand that the elections process is transparent and that citizens, candidates and all 
other stakeholders are informed in a timely manner regarding electoral developments 
and law.

For the full Declaration please checkout http://www.fwrm.org.fj/index.php/
news/media-releases/2014/330-young-women-s-declaration 

EDUCATION

(EC’s) during humanitarian crisis. We acknowledge and recognise that the safety and security of people living with 

disabilities and members of the SOGIESC community is compromised in Evacuation Centres during Humanitarian crisis. 

Local government structures and village development committees must include young diverse women in consultations 

for infrastructure planning2 

 

Media
We emphasize the need for increased awareness and further research in grassroots communities, to accurately identify 

the impact of gender inequality in political spaces and the media. We call upon the State to review the harsh penalties 

of the Media Industry Development Act 20103 to promote freedom of the press. We call for the promotion of freedom of 

expression, opinion and speech without the fear of being victimised or suppressed. 

 

Personal 
The Fiji Police Force in collaboration with the Land Transport Authority must develop an online alert system, allowing 

young women to directly report sexual harassment in public service vehicles, and cyberbullying. Further, we urge the 

Land Transport Authority to assist in mandating that public service vehicles must clearly showcase toll free helplines 

for women and children in their vehicles. Moreover, the State must ensure its budgetary processes are in line with 

the National Gender Policy and Women’s Plan of Action and takes into consideration the needs of rural and remote 

communities including young women’s access to basic services. 

 

Community 
We recommend that decision making spaces in the communities; particularly in rural and remote communities, are 

inclusive of the voices of diverse young women, village meetings, tikina planning meetings to be inclusive of our voices.

We urge local leaders, community leaders, and all relevant stakeholders to engage in consultations with diverse and 

marginalised communities and to co-operate with them on development projects. This, to ensure that people with 

disabilities, members of the SOGIESC community and young diverse women’s voices are considered particularly amidst 

humanitarian crisis. We emphasize the need for increased awareness in grassroots communities and further research to 

be done, so as to explore the impact of gender inequality in political spaces and the media. 

Political 
We underline the importance of fair representation and meaningful participation for young diverse women, and calls 

on leaders at all levels to engage and integrate young women of all backgrounds in decision-making areas. We firmly 

advocate for a consultation on the use of Temporary Special Measures (TSMs) for women in politics in order to improve 

women’s representation in Parliament. In the approaching 2022 General Elections, women must unite with other women 

and female leaders. We call on Political parties to have quotas for representation for young people as candidates.

We urge Political parties to take head of the voices of young diverse women, people living with disabilities and members 

of the SOGIESC community and women living in the rural and remote communities to create safe spaces that allow 

for effective communication. We emphasize the need to increase awareness and training on democratic and electoral 

processes by targeting young women’s groups and conducting door to door surveys on individuals’ awareness of 

democratic and electoral processes. We call on politicians, the Fijian Elections office and Fiji Electoral commission 

to provide information in the vernacular on political processes; to create an online database portal, so that registered 

voters can vote in any polling station. Additionally, for them to implement affirmative policies to encourage political 

participation of people living with disabilities, members of the SOGIESC community and young diverse women.

2  such as drainage, streetlights, bus shelters, rubbish disposals and the excessive cutting of trees

3  Specifically, Section 24 on Offences relating to content regulation and Section 43 on Offences relative to Special Features of Media Organizations 

of the Media Industry Development Act 2010
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Here are some places you can look…

The state as well as independent organisations will provide a lot of information about the 

election on their websites. Here are a few which might be useful.

- Fiji Women’s Rights Movement –  

- Citizens’ Constitutional Forum - 

- Fiji Elections Office website -  

- Fiji Government website - 

Ok so now you have a lot of information about the candidates and parties, and 

maybe you are starting to make up your mind about who you are going to vote for. 

Turn to page 19    to continue on your election journey.

republikamagazine.com 

 



Check Out Fiji Young Women’s’ Forum Social Media!

Access other important information on

@fijiyoungwomensforum

Fiji Young Women’s Forum 

#fywf2022 #WomenSupportingWomen #YoungWomensVoicesMatter

@fijiyoungwomensforum

@fijiyoungwomen

http://www.feo.org.fj/

http://www.fiji.gov.fj/

Facebook

Fijian Elections Office

Twitter

Fiji Government Online Portal - Home

YouTube

Instagram

Fiji Women’s Rights Movement 

http://www.fwrm.org.fj/
1986     2021

                         YEARS OF

BALANCING THE SCALES
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YOU DECIDED NOT TO VOTE

Voting is not compulsory in Fiji and there are a whole lot of reasons why young women 

DO NOT vote.

                                  ?   Confusion about the system

                                  ?   Lack of faith in politicians and politics

                                  ?  Feeling intimidated 

                                  ?  Difficulty accessing a polling station 

                                  ?  Lack of interest in politics

HOWEVER, just remember that if you DO NOT vote you are giving away your right as 

a citizen to choose the people who represent you.

Politicians make decisions which will directly affect your life. By NOT voting you are saying 

that you don’t care who makes those important decisions about you, your family and your 

community.

By voting you show respect for fellow citizens by acknowledging that you are part of 

the Fijian community and you care about how the country is managed. 

If young women like YOU choose NOT TO vote then you will not have people in the 

parliament protecting your interests and standing up for your rights. 

If you choose NOT TO vote your journey ends here. 

BUT if you would like to reconsider your decision and give voting another go, 

turn back to Page 9 and keep reading! 
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WHAT MAKES A GOOD LEADER? 

When you are deciding how to vote, you will probably be thinking about the sort of 

person that you want to lead the country. There are many different ways of being a 

good leader. Below is a list of some different leadership qualities. 

HONESTY – Do you believe what the leader says? 

TRANSPARENCY – Does the leader allow access to information which helps you 

to understand what is going on in the government and why certain decisions 

are made?  

INTEGRITY – Does the leader stay true to her/his values and always behave in a 

way that is moral and ethical? 

NEGOTIATION SKILLS – Is the leader good at reaching decisions with people 

from different political parties?

COMPASSION – is the leader understanding and sympathetic to the challenges 

and problems faced by people in Fiji? 

GOOD COMMUNICATION SKILLS – Is the leader easy to understand?  

RESPECT – Does the leader respect the diversity of Fijian society? 

ACCOUNTABILITY – Does the leader deliver the promises that s/he makes? 

INSPIRATION – Does the leader make you feel excited and hopeful about the 

future of Fiji?

Which qualities would YOU most like to see in the next leaders of Fiji?

18 19
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their fellow citizens and holding leadership positions. Women politicians and candidates 

receive less coverage in the media and are less likely to be interviewed by journalists about 

political issues. Often women who do enter politics are criticised for their appearance 

rather than their policies. 

Because of all this, we get a strong message that that there is no place for women in politics. 

Faced with this kind of discrimination it is easy to feel discouraged. So, it is here that you 

have another choice to make…

� If you give up and decide to keep out of politics and NOT VOTE, 
turn to page 18

� If you believe that there is a space for young women in politics and 
you would like to be able to tell people about it, turn to page 21  

        to read just some of the reasons why it is essential that young     
     women’s voices are heard! 

19

 A herstory

POLITICS – YOUNG WOMEN NEEDED?

Some people believe that young women should not be involved in politics because 

traditionally this has been men’s role in society. During the lead up to the election you 

may hear people, maybe even members of your family, expressing opinions like this. 

You may notice that there are fewer women candidates running in the election and that 

women’s opinions and issues receive less coverage in the media. 

Women, particularly young women, have a history of being excluded from participating 

in politics. All over the world women suffragettes had to fight to be allowed to vote long 

after men were given this right. Today there are still fewer women than men representing 

VOTEVOTE VOTE VO
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YOUR VOICE REALLY COUNTS! 

Young women are an important group in Fiji’s society. We have unique and valuable 

experiences, perspectives and values. By voting as a young woman we are making sure that 

our perspectives are represented amongst the people who will be making big decisions 

for the country. For the new Fijian parliament to truly represent Fijian society, it is essential 

that young women be involved in electing the new members.
 

Everyone’s vote is worth the same. As young women we are protected, under international 

and Fijian law, and have the same human rights as everyone else. Research shows that 

when WOMEN VOTE, MORE WOMEN candidates are elected and those women who are 

elected are the ones who will stand up and fight for the rights of women in Fiji.  Your rights 

and the rights of other young women will be best protected if there are people for whom 

you voted representing you in Fiji’s parliament! 

We’ve g
ot the

 power!

Everyone is equal!

free and fair elections

right to
 vote!

20

CAUTION

PRESSURE FROM 

FAMILY/ FRIENDS/ 

LEADERS 

INFLUENCING 

YOUR CHOICE

TO VOTE!
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I will vote 

for................................................ 

because it’s MY CHOICE

You should vote 

for

..............................................

You should vote 
for

...............................................

WHO YOU SHOULD VOTE FOR…

21
A problem comes up for many young women when someone else, maybe a family member, 

tells them who they must vote for. When we are placed in this position, often we follow the 

advice we are given, especially when we are voting for the first time. It is understandable that 

we want to follow the advice of people around us, but it is not the best thing for democracy.

Discussing politics with friends and family can be a really useful way of exchanging 

information, sharing ideas, and clarifying your thoughts about who to vote for. In order for 

democracy to work, each person must vote for the candidate they personally feel best 

represents their values and vision for the country. Political discussions with friends and family 

are important, but remember that no one can dictate who you must vote for and you have 

the right to keep your vote a secret.

CAUTION

PRESSURE FROM 

FAMILY/ FRIENDS/ 

LEADERS 

INFLUENCING 

YOUR CHOICE

TO VOTE!
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• 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
• 
• 

• 
• 

SO WE MADE IT! THE ELECTION HAS ARRIVED! Hopefully after all this preparation, 

you have made up your mind about who to vote for and you’re ready to go!

Here are some Dos and Don’ts to help you prepare to go and vote…

� DO work out where you are going to vote before the election happens

� DO check your registration to make sure your details are correct. This can be done 

online at http://www.feo.org.�/ or 

in person at the Fijian Elections Office. 

�  

� DO remember to take your voter 

card

� DO go to the voting place with friends 

and family if it helps you to feel comfortable

� DO inform your employer of your intention to vote. 

� DO remember that it is your right to vote and who you vote for is your choice!

� DON’T tell anyone who you are voting for unless they are someone you trust and 

you want to tell them

� DON’T let anyone pressure you into voting for any particular candidate 

� 

MY ELECTION PLAN!

Yay!! I have a plan!!....

Now i know how to vote!!!!!

People with access to internet can 

also check their voter details on the 

Fijian Elections Office website.  

Others can get it physically checked.

 http://www.feo.org.�/ 

DON’T go into the voting cardboard voting booth with anyone else. You must 

go in alone unless you are living with a disability and you are accompanied by a 

person of your choice to help you in the voting process.

23
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CHOOSE YOUR OWN ELECTION ADVENTURE

When you are prepared and ready to vote, here is a space for you to fill in some details and 

make some plans about what is going to happen on Election Day for you!

• The place where I am going to vote is........................................

• 

• I am going to get there by...............................................(how 

will you get there?)

• 

• I am going to go to vote on.................................... (which day) 

at ..........................am/pm (what time)

• 

• I am going to go to vote by myself/with..............................(who 

are you going to go with?)

• 

• I have my voter card and I am ready to go! (tick box)

WHERE YOU WILL VOTE

Every registered voter will be assigned to a polling station that is close to where 

they live. You must vote at this polling station and this polling station only.

The locations of the polling stations will be published in the newspapers and 

broadcast on radio and free-to-air television, at least thirty days before Election 

Day.

The Elections Office will conduct an extensive public education drive to make 

sure all voters know what polling station they have been assigned to before 

Election Day.

  

MY ELECTION PLAN!

WHERE YOU WILL VOTE

The polling venue of the voter in printed on their blue voter card. If 

they have a green voter card they can update it. If they have a blue 

voter card and its not printed on it they can update it as well. The 

update of voter card or replacement of voter card is free of charge.

Every registered voter will be assigned to a polling station that is 

close to where they live. You must vote at this polling station and 

this polling station only.

The locations of the polling stations will be published in the news-

papers and broadcast on radio and free-to-air television.

The Fijian Elections Office will conduct an extensive public educa-

tion drive to make sure all voters know what polling station they 

have been assigned to before Election Day.
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24
It 

doesn’t end here! 
When a new government 

is elected, it is very important that 
young women like us remain interested 

and engaged in the conversation about the 
direction that the country is carried in. Elected 

representatives need to be held accountable 
for their actions and you can do this by staying 

involved, writing letters to newspapers or politicians 
themselves, attending political rallies, and signing 

petitions. You may even like to join a political 
party or an organisation that supports issues 
that you are passionate about. It is up to you, 

you have the power, as a young woman, 
to have your voice heard and by 

voting in the election you’ve 
made a great start!
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