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Recommendations

1.	 The LAC consider presenting the following data:		

•	 The number of applications requested for legal aid disaggregated by type of case 

(Criminal, Family, Civil) and sex of the applicant.

•	 The number of cases in which legal aid is granted disaggregated by type of case 

(Criminal, Family, Civil) and sex of the applicant.

•	 The number of women and men living with a disability that apply for a grant of 

legal aid.

2.	 The LAC consider providing:

•	 disability inclusive service information to the public

•	  clear and uniform information to the public regarding Domestic Violence 

Restraining Order (DVRO) application and processes.

3.	 The LAC consider revising the bail and mitigation instruction sheet for its LAC defence 

counsel to remove sole breadwinner as a mitigating factor.

4.	 The LAC consider publishing Annual Reports that contain sex disaggregated data.

5.	 The LAC consider providing the following for all staff:	

•	 Disability awareness training focussed on attitudes, myths and stereotypes. This 

training should highlight the cases in which the agency provides outstanding 

support services to women and girls with a disability.

•	 Gender sensitivity training to ensure that all staff have an understanding of the key 

principles and how these underpin their work. The training should highlight cases 

in which the agency provides outstanding support services to women and girls 

victims/survivors of domestic violence.

•	 Violence Against Women training emphasising the ‘No Drop Policy’ and the 

inappropriate use of reconciliation when dealing with domestic violence 

complaints.

•	 Training on DVROs, including the requirements and process for making a DVRO 

application.

6.	 The LAC consider reporting and publishing the number of staff who have undertaken this 

training.

The research report with the full list of recommendations can be accessed on the 

following link: Balancing the Scales: Improving Fijian Women’s Access to Justice 
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Legal Aid Commission: Findings

Number of Clients Assisted 2012- 2017

40,000

20,000

0
Male Female Male Female Male Female

Total
Family Criminal Civil

Total 7,587 10,224 26,108 5,523 4,189 3,770 57,401

  2017 2,149 3,396 6,563 1,266 1,772 1,431 16,577

  2016 1,820 2,018 5,663 1,032 1,131 909 12,573

  2015 1,585 1,903 5,456 1,233 687 609 11,473

  2014 1,048 1,324 4,048 1,039 334 415 8,208

  2013 680 1,051 3,204 686 197 264 6,082

  2012 305 532 1,174 267 68 142 2,488

7,587% 10,224%

26,108%

5,523% 4,189% 3,770%

The LAC has assisted almost twice as many men (37,884) compared to women (19,517) from 
2012-2017. The majority of accused in Criminal cases are men.1

 Family Male

 Family Female

 Criminal Male

 Criminal Female

 Civil Male

 Civil Female

10%

7%

7%
13%

18%

45%

The LAC assisted more women (10,224) than men (7,587) in Family cases over six years. Four 
times more men (26,108) are assisted by the LAC in Criminal matters than women (5,523).  The 
number of women assisted by LAC in Civil law matters has increased more than 10 times from 142 
women in 2012 to 1,431 in 2017. 2  
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Budget Allocation

Estimate 
Year

Payroll 
(Seg 1 & 2)

Other Operations 
(Seg 3 to 7)

Capital 
(Seg 8 to 10)

VAT (Seg 13)
Total Budget

(millions)
FJD

20153 0.0 4,400,000.0 0.0 0.0 4,400,000.0

20164 0.0 5,022,140.0 0.0 0.0 5,022,140.0

2016/20175 0.0 5,022,140.0 0.0 0.0 5,022,140.0

2017/20186 0.0 8,402,566.0 0.0 0.0 8,402,566.0

Note: Funding to Legal Aid Commission is under Seg 67

The budget allocation for the LAC has increased from $4,400,000 in 20158 to $8,402,566 in the 
2017/2018 budget9.

In 2012, the LAC assisted 2,488 people with 7 offices in Fiji. This has increased 5-fold to 16,577 
people in 2017 with 16 LAC Offices across Fiji. In 2018, the LAC plans to open 5 new offices in 
Rotuma, Seaqaqa, Vunidawa, Keiyasi and Kadavu10.

With this the LAC will be able to extend the free legal services across Fiji.

Assistance provided – office breakdown

In 2012, the LAC11 had 7 offices around the country. The LAC provided the highest number of 
assistance in Suva (901) 

 detailed as below:

•	 Criminal cases whereby 398 recipients were male and 117 were female, 

•	 Family cases whereby 192 recipients were female and 124 were male, and 

•	 Civil cases 65 recipients were female and 5 were male.

2012 - Clients Assisted

Suva Nausori Nadi Lautoka Ba Rakiraki Labasa
Siga-
toka

Navua
Savu-
savu

Nasinu Tavua
Kor-
ovou

Levuka
Nabou-

walu
Taveuni

Total 901 416 54 338 331 25 423 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

  Civil 65 20 5 32 19 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

  Civil 5 18 4 18 21 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

  Criminal 117 46 3 37 9 2 53 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

  Criminal 398 220 22 122 114 12 286 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

  Family 192 68 16 84 118 2 52 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

  Family 124 44 4 45 50 6 32 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
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In 2013, the LAC opened an office in Sigatoka. The assistance provided by the Suva office more 
than doubled to 2,389 grants of legal aid compared with 901 grants in 2012. The other offices also 
had an increase in the assistance provided. Men received the highest number of grants of legal 
aid assistance in Criminal cases (3,204) whereas women received the highest number of grants of 
legal aid assistance in Family cases (1,051).12 

2013 - Clients Assisted

Suva Nausori Nadi Lautoka Ba Rakiraki Labasa
Siga-
toka

Navua
Savu-
savu

Nasinu Tavua
Kor-
ovou

Levuka
Nabou-

walu
Taveuni

Total 2389 925 612 616 488 276 695 81 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

  Civil 69 36 26 37 38 19 37 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

  Civil 42 23 25 36 32 7 28 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

  Criminal 303 112 66 64 63 26 42 10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

  Criminal 1209 539 244 319 250 139 463 41 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

  Family 470 109 194 82 71 33 77 15 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

  Family 296 106 57 78 34 52 48 9 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
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2014 - Clients Assisted

Suva Nausori Nadi Lautoka Ba Rakiraki Labasa
Siga-
toka

Navua
Savu-
savu

Nasinu Tavua
Kor-
ovou

Levuka
Nabou-

walu
Taveuni

Total 2891 1023 567 903 621 307 859 262 284 241 250 0 0 0 0 0

  Civil 155 35 51 41 47 11 48 12 5 4 6 0 0 0 0 0

  Civil 88 46 35 29 52 23 35 12 6 3 5 0 0 0 0 0

  Criminal 272 105 102 129 99 7 218 31 19 17 40 0 0 0 0 0

  Criminal 1436 510 251 409 295 148 434 147 147 164 107 0 0 0 0 0

  Family 544 170 67 174 73 59 63 25 66 27 56 0 0 0 0 0

  Family 396 157 61 121 55 59 61 35 41 26 36 0 0 0 0 0
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In 2014, the LAC opened new offices in Navua, Savusavu and Nasinu. In all the offices the 
number of assistance provided increased. Men received the highest number of grants of legal aid 
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assistance in Criminal cases (4,048) whereas women received the highest number of grants of 
legal aid assistance in Family cases (1,324).13 

2015 - Clients Assisted

Suva Nausori Nadi Lautoka Ba Rakiraki Labasa
Siga-
toka

Navua
Savu-
savu

Nasinu Tavua
Kor-
ovou

Levuka
Nabou-

walu
Taveuni

Total 2822 1230 995 1275 650 419 813 318 351 343 1792 406 59 0 0 0

  Civil 125 71 43 113 50 20 52 19 9 13 56 34 4 0 0 0

  Civil 182 64 60 81 50 45 54 18 1 12 56 60 4 0 0 0

  Criminal 230 149 132 132 98 14 79 26 36 23 246 61 7 0 0 0

  Criminal 1495 466 508 612 288 146 404 179 193 173 800 163 29 0 0 0

  Family 380 270 155 201 63 98 114 44 61 69 376 60 12 0 0 0

  Family 410 210 97 136 101 96 110 32 51 53 258 28 3 0 0 0
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In 2015, the LAC opened new offices in Tavua and Korovou. In all the offices the number of grants 
of legal aid assistance provided increased. Men received the highest number of grants of legal aid 
assistance in Criminal cases (5,456) whereas women received the highest number of grants of 
legal aid assistance in Family cases (1,903).14 
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In 2016, the LAC opened new offices in Levuka, Nabouwalu and Taveuni. In all the offices the 
number of grants of legal aid assistance provided increased. Men received the highest number 
of grants of legal aid assistance in Criminal cases (5,663) whereas women received the highest 
number of grants of legal aid assistance in Family cases (2,018).15 

2017 Legal Aid Data

In 2017, the LAC authorised grants of legal aid in 16,577 cases whereby 63% of cases involved 
male applicants and 37% involved female applicants.  Of the 16,577 cases, 7,829 (47%) were 
Criminal cases, 5,545 (33%) Family cases and 3,203 (19%) Civil cases.16 

2016 - Clients Assisted

Suva Nausori Nadi Lautoka Ba Rakiraki Labasa
Siga-
toka

Navua
Savu-
savu

Nasinu Tavua
Kor-
ovou

Levuka
Nabou-

walu
Taveuni

Total 2925 1404 1067 1436 735 475 948 459 353 291 1883 466 85 10 10 26

  Civil 154 116 64 133 54 31 90 35 26 12 136 49 7 0 0 2

  Civil 159 143 104 136 94 65 114 53 18 22 135 77 5 2 0 4

  Criminal 220 134 100 130 55 5 85 33 25 18 167 50 5 0 1 4

  Criminal 1696 424 575 614 239 159 387 211 180 164 769 186 42 6 3 8

  Family 336 374 127 264 118 116 140 75 40 47 299 59 12 1 4 6

  Family 360 213 97 159 175 99 132 52 64 28 377 45 14 1 2 2
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Criminal Grants

 Criminal Male

	Criminal Female

Of the 7,829 Criminal cases where 
LAC represented the accused, 84% 
(6,563) were male and 16% (1,266) 
were female.

Family Grants

 Criminal Male

	Criminal Female

Of the 5,545 Family cases, 61% 
(3,396) were female applicants and 
39% (2,149) were male applicants. 

Civil Grants

 Criminal Male

	Criminal Female

Of the 3,203 Civil cases, 55% (1,722) 
were male applicants and 45% (1,431) 
were female applicants.
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Duty Solicitor Scheme
The LAC provides assistance under the Duty Solicitor Scheme. It is a ‘one off’ assistance provided 
to those who urgently need assistance. People are not required to apply for the Duty Solicitor 
Scheme, however, for continued assistance people are required to apply to the LAC. The service 
is only limited to Criminal and Family cases and does not extend to Civil cases. In 2017, around 
8,000 people have been assisted under the Scheme.17

Support Services for Women and Girls 
with a Disability
In a case that was initiated in 2012, both parties, a husband and a wife both persons with 
disabilities were supported by the LAC before the Family Court.  The LAC prepared them and 
assisted the parties to understand the proceedings and to enable their effective participation 
in court proceedings on an equal basis. A case study providing an example of this support is 
included at p40 of the ‘Balancing the Scales: Improving Fijian Women’s Access’ to Justice Report. 

Transparency – Sex Disaggregated Data 
and Annual Reports
The LAC does not have publicly available data on:

•	 The number of applications for legal aid disaggregated by type of case (Criminal, Family, 
Civil) and sex of the applicant.

•	 The number of cases in which legal aid is granted disaggregated by type of case 
(Criminal, Family, Civil) and sex of the applicant.

•	 The LAC has no Annual Reports from 2011-2017 that are publicly available.
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End Notes 

1	 Source: Data provided to FWRM by the LAC (2012-2016 was received in November 2017 and     2017 data in June 

2018)

2	 Source: Data provided to FWRM by the LAC (2012-2016 was received in November 2017 and 2017 data in June 2018)

3	 Source: Fiji Budget Estimates 2015

4	 Source: Fiji Budget Estimates 2016

5	  Source: Fiji Budget Estimates 2016/2017 

6	  Source: Supplement to the 2017-2018 Budget Estimates

7	  Source: Understanding our Legal Aid Commission 2018 http://fijisun.com.fj/2018/05/26/understanding-our-legal-aid-

commission/ (accessed on 20 June 2018)

8	 Source: Fiji Budget Estimates 2015

9	 Source: Supplement to the 2017-2018 Budget Estimates

10	 Source: Data provided to FWRM by the LAC (2012-2016 was received in November 2017 and 2017 data in June 2018) 

11	 Source: Data provided to FWRM by the LAC (2012-2016 was received in November 2017 and 2017 data in June 2018)

12	 Source: Data provided to FWRM by the LAC (2012-2016 was received in November 2017 and 2017 data in June 2018) 

13	 Source: Data provided to FWRM by the LAC (2012-2016 was received in November 2017 and 2017 data in June 2018)

14	 Source: Data provided to FWRM by the LAC (2012-2016 was received in November 2017 and 2017 data in June 2018)

15	 Source: Data provided to FWRM by the LAC (2012-2016 was received in November 2017 and 2017 data in June 2018)

16	 Source: Data provided to FWRM by the LAC (2012-2016 was received in November 2017 and 2017 data in June 2018)

17	 Source: Understanding our Legal Aid Commission 2018 http://fijisun.com.fj/2018/05/26/understanding-our-legal-aid-

commission/ (accessed on 20 June 2018)
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